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Explanation

The Code of Federal Regulations is a codification of the general and permanent
rules published in the Federal Register by the Executive departments and agen-
cies of the Federal Government. The Code is divided into 50 titles which represent
broad areas subject to Federal regulation. Each title is divided into chapters
which usually bear the name of the issuing agency. Each chapter is further sub-
divided into parts covering specific regulatory areas.

Each volume of the Code is revised at least once each calendar year and issued
on a quarterly basis approximately as follows:

Title 1 through Title 16............. as of January 1
Title 17 through Title 27 ... e as of April 1
Title 28 through Title 41 ... e as of July 1
Title 42 through Title 50 ..., as of October 1

The appropriate revision date is printed on the cover of each volume.
LEGAL STATUS

The contents of the Federal Register are required to be judicially noticed (44
U.S.C. 1507). The Code of Federal Regulations is prima facie evidence of the text
of the original documents (44 U.S.C. 1510).

HOW TO USE THE CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS

The Code of Federal Regulations is kept up to date by the individual issues
of the Federal Register. These two publications must be used together to deter-
mine the latest version of any given rule.

To determine whether a Code volume has been amended since its revision date
(in this case, January 1, 2004), consult the “List of CFR Sections Affected (LSA),”
which is issued monthly, and the “Cumulative List of Parts Affected,”” which
appears in the Reader Aids section of the daily Federal Register. These two lists
will identify the Federal Register page number of the latest amendment of any
given rule.

EFFECTIVE AND EXPIRATION DATES

Each volume of the Code contains amendments published in the Federal Reg-
ister since the last revision of that volume of the Code. Source citations for
the regulations are referred to by volume number and page number of the Federal
Register and date of publication. Publication dates and effective dates are usu-
ally not the same and care must be exercised by the user in determining the
actual effective date. In instances where the effective date is beyond the cut-
off date for the Code a note has been inserted to reflect the future effective
date. In those instances where a regulation published in the Federal Register
states a date certain for expiration, an appropriate note will be inserted following
the text.

OMB CONTROL NUMBERS
The Paperwork Reduction Act of 1980 (Pub. L. 96-511) requires Federal agencies
to display an OMB control number with their information collection request.
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Many agencies have begun publishing numerous OMB control numbers as amend-
ments to existing regulations in the CFR. These OMB numbers are placed as
close as possible to the applicable recordkeeping or reporting requirements.

OBSOLETE PROVISIONS

Provisions that become obsolete before the revision date stated on the cover
of each volume are not carried. Code users may find the text of provisions in
effect on a given date in the past by using the appropriate numerical list of
sections affected. For the period before January 1, 2001, consult either the List
of CFR Sections Affected, 1949-1963, 1964-1972, 1973-1985, or 1986-2000, published
in 11 separate volumes. For the period beginning January 1, 2001, a “List of CFR
Sections Affected’ is published at the end of each CFR volume.

CFR INDEXES AND TABULAR GUIDES

A subject index to the Code of Federal Regulations is contained in a separate
volume, revised annually as of January 1, entitled CFR INDEX AND FINDING AIDS.
This volume contains the Parallel Table of Statutory Authorities and Agency
Rules (Table 1). A list of CFR titles, chapters, and parts and an alphabetical
list of agencies publishing in the CFR are also included in this volume.

An index to the text of “Title 3—The President” is carried within that volume.

The Federal Register Index is issued monthly in cumulative form. This index
is based on a consolidation of the “Contents’ entries in the daily Federal Reg-
ister.

A List of CFR Sections Affected (LSA) is published monthly, keyed to the
revision dates of the 50 CFR titles.

REPUBLICATION OF MATERIAL

There are no restrictions on the republication of material appearing in the
Code of Federal Regulations.

INQUIRIES

For a legal interpretation or explanation of any regulation in this volume,
contact the issuing agency. The issuing agency’s name appears at the top of
odd-numbered pages.

For inquiries concerning CFR reference assistance, call 202-741-6000 or write
to the Director, Office of the Federal Register, National Archives and Records
Administration, Washington, DC 20408 or e-mail info@fedreg.nara.gov.

SALES

The Government Printing Office (GPO) processes all sales and distribution of
the CFR. For payment by credit card, call toll free, 866-512-1800, or DC area,
202-512-1800, M-F 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. e.s.t. or fax your order to 202-512-2250, 24 hours
a day. For payment by check, write to the Superintendent of Documents, Attn:
New Orders, P.O. Box 371954, Pittsburgh, PA 15250-7954. For GPO Customer Serv-
ice call 202-512-1803.

ELECTRONIC SERVICES

The full text of the Code of Federal Regulations, the LSA (List of CFR Sections
Affected), The United States Government Manual, the Federal Register, Public
Laws, Public Papers, Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents and the Pri-
vacy Act Compilation are available in electronic format at www.gpoaccess.gov/
nara (“GPO Access’’). For more information, contact Electronic Information Dis-
semination Services, U.S. Government Printing Office. Phone 202-512-1530, or 888-
293-6498 (toll-free). E-mail, gpoaccess@gpo.gov.
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The Office of the Federal Register also offers a free service on the National
Archives and Records Administration’s (NARA) World Wide Web site for public
law numbers, Federal Register finding aids, and related information. Connect

to NARA’s web site at www.archives.gov/federal register. The NARA site also
contains links to GPO Access.

RAYMOND A. MOSLEY,

Director,

Office of the Federal Register.
January 1, 2004.






Explanation of This Title

This volume of “Title 3—The President” contains a compilation of Presidential
documents and a codification of regulations issued by the Executive Office of the
President.

The 2003 Compilation contains the full text of those documents signed by the
President that were required to be published in the Federal Register. Signature date
rather than publication date is the criterion for inclusion. With each annual volume,
the Presidential documents signed in the previous year become the new compilation.

Chapter I contains regulations issued by the Executive Office of the President.
This section is a true codification like other CFR volumes, in that its contents are
organized by subject or regulatory area and are updated by individual issues of the
Federal Register.

Presidential documents in this volume may be cited “3 CFR, 2003 Comp.” Thus,
the preferred abbreviated citation for Proclamation 7636 appearing on page 1 of this
book, is “3 CFR, 2003 Comp., p. 1.” Chapter I entries may be cited “3 CFR.” Thus,
the preferred abbreviated citation for section 100.1, appearing in chapter I of this
book, is “3 CFR 100.1.”

This book is one of the volumes in a series that began with Proclamation 2161
of March 19, 1936, and Executive Order 7316 of March 13, 1936, and that has been
continued by means of annual compilations and periodic cumulations. The entire
Title 3 series, as of January 1, 2004, is encompassed in the volumes listed on page
iv.

For readers interested in proclamations and Executive orders prior to 1936, there
is a two-volume set entitled Proclamations and Executive Orders, Herbert Hoover
(March 4, 1929, to March 4, 1933). Codified Presidential documents are published
in the Codification of Presidential Proclamations and Executive Orders (April 13,
1945—]January 20, 1989). Other public Presidential documents not required to be
published in the Federal Register, such as speeches, messages to Congress, and state-
ments, can be found in the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents and the
Public Papers of the Presidents series. Each of these Office of the Federal Register
publications is available for sale from the Superintendent of Documents, Government
Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402.

This book was prepared in the Presidential Documents and Legislative Division
by Stephen J. Frattini and Kathleen M. Fargey, under the supervision of Gwendolyn
J. Henderson. Karen L. Ashlin and John S. Ashlin were assistant editors.
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Would you like to
know...

if any changes have been made to the Code
of Federal Regulations or what documents
have been published in the Federal Register
without reading the Federal Register every
day? if so, you may wish to subscribe to the
LSA (List of CFR Sections Affected), the
Federal Register Index, or both.

LSA

The LSA (List of CFR Sections Affected) is
designed to lead users of the Code of Federal
Regulations to amendatory actions published in
the Federal Register. The LSA is issued monthly in
cumulative form. Entries indicate the nature of the
changes—such as revised, removed, or corrected.
$31 per year.

Federal Register Index

The index, covering the contents of the daily
Federal Register, is issued monthly in cumulative
form. Entries are carried primarily under the names
of the issuing agencies. Significant subjects are
carried as cross-references.

$28 per year.

A finding aid is included in each publication which
lists Federal Register page numbers with the date
of publication in the Federal Register.

Superintendent of Documents Subscription Order Form

Order Processing Code:

*5421

| YES, send me the following indicated subscriptions for one year:
L.SA (List of CFR Sections Affected), (LCS) for $31 per year.
Federal Register Index (FRSU) $28 per vear.

The total cost of my order is $ . {Includes regular shipping and handling.)
Price is subject to change. International

customers please add 25% For privacy check box below:
(oN

1 Do not make my name available to other mailers

Compary or personal name Check method of payment:

1 Check payable to Superintendent of Documents
Street address O GPO Deposit Account I | l | | l I I_ D
City, State, ZP code Q visa O MasterCard [D:D (expiraticn date)
Daytime phone with area code Credit card No. (must be 20 digits)

Thank you for your order!

Purchase order No. (opticnal)

@ Authorizing signature 7/00

Mail To: Superintendent of Documents
Fax your orders (202) 512-2250 P.O. Box 371954
Phone your orders (202) 512-1800 Pittsburgh, PA 15250-7954




Cite Presidential documents in this volume
3 CFR, 2003 Comp.
thus: 3 CFR, 2003 Comp., p. 1

Cite chapter I entries in this volume
3 CFR
thus: 3 CFR 100.1
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2003 Compilation—
Presidential Documents

PROCLAMATIONS

Proclamation 7636 of January 2, 2003
National Mentoring Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Across our great Nation, many Americans are responding to the call to
service by mentoring a child in need. By offering love, guidance, and en-
couragement, mentors put hope in children’s hearts, and help ensure that
young people realize their full potential. During National Mentoring Month,
we recognize the vital contributions of dedicated mentors, and we encour-
age more Americans to make a difference in the hearts and souls of our
communities by volunteering their time to meet the needs of America’s
youth.

Volunteers provide friendship and support to young people who are facing
challenging situations, serve as positive role models, and help to instill im-
portant values, goals, and skills. Mentors help young Americans build con-
fidence, gain knowledge, and develop the character necessary to make the
right choices and achieve their dreams. Statistics show that at-risk children
with mentors demonstrate improved academic performance and are less
likely to be involved in destructive activities such as drugs, alcohol, and
violence.

During these extraordinary times, we are experiencing a growing culture of
service, citizenship, and compassion in our country, with millions of
Americans sacrificing for causes greater than self. Dedicated individuals are
getting involved in mentoring through faith-based and community organi-
zations, corporate initiatives, school-based programs, and many other out-
lets for kindness. By dedicating their time and their talents to offer a child
a quality relationship with a caring adult, mentors strengthen our families
and our communities and reflect the true spirit of America.
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Proc. 7637 Title 3—The President

Many Americans can point to individuals who influenced their lives and
helped to shape them into who they are today. Whether they were teachers,
coaches, relatives, clergy, or other community leaders, these positive role
models have been critical to our healthy development and helped to instill
purpose in our lives. As we honor these everyday heroes, we also recognize
that there is a great need for more mentors in America. Too many children
in our Nation are growing up without enough support and guidance in
their lives, and we must work to ensure that no child is left behind.

This month, I encourage all Americans to become a mentor and change the
life of a child in need. In July, the National Mentoring Partnership helped
establish the USA Freedom Corps Volunteer Network—the largest system
in the Nation for matching individuals with volunteer opportunities. I am
proud of this partnership and ask individuals to go online at
www.usafreedomcorps.gov or call 1-877-USACORPS to find millions of
ways to help children in their neighborhoods. Together, we can reaffirm
the promise of America and point the way to a brighter future for all of
our children.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January 2003 as National
Mentoring Month. I call upon the people of the United States to recognize
the importance of being role models for our youth, to look for mentoring
opportunities in their communities, and to celebrate this month with ap-
propriate ceremonies, activities, and programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of
January, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7637 of January 10, 2003

To Modify Duty-Free Treatment Under the Generalized
System of Preferences

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Pursuant to section 502 of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the “1974
Act”) (19 U.S.C. 2462), the President is authorized to designate countries
as beneficiary developing countries, and to designate any beneficiary devel-
oping country as a least-developed beneficiary developing country, for pur-
poses of the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP).

Pursuant to section 503(c)(1) of title V of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C.
2463(c)(1)), the President may withdraw, suspend, or limit the application
of duty-free treatment accorded under this title with respect to any article.

Section 503(d)(5) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(d)(5)) provides that any
waiver granted under section 503(d) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(d))
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Proclamations Proc. 7637

shall remain in effect until the President determines that such waiver is no
longer warranted due to changed circumstances.

Section 506A(b)(1) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2466a(b)(1)) authorizes the
President to provide duty-free treatment for any article described in section
503(b)(1)(B) through (G) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(b)(1)(B)—(G)) that
is the growth, product, or manufacture of a designated beneficiary sub-Sa-
haran African country, if, after receiving the advice of the United States
International Trade Commission (USITC), the President determines that
such article is not import-sensitive in the context of imports from bene-
ficiary sub-Saharan African countries.

Pursuant to section 502 of the 1974 Act, and taking into account the factors
set forth in section 502(c) (19 U.S.C. 2462(c)), I have decided to designate
Afghanistan as a beneficiary developing country for purposes of the GSP.

Pursuant to section 502 of the 1974 Act, and having considered the factors
set forth in sections 501 and 502(c), I have also decided to designate Af-
ghanistan as a least-developed beneficiary developing country for purposes
of the GSP.

Pursuant to section 503(c)(1) of the 1974 Act, and having considered the
factors set forth in sections 501 and 502(c), I have determined to withdraw
the application of duty-free treatment under the GSP accorded to a certain
article from Chile.

Pursuant to section 503(d)(5), I have determined that the waiver granted
under section 503(d) to Chile for a certain article is no longer warranted
due to changed circumstances.

Pursuant to section 506A(b)(1) of the 1974 Act, and having received the ad-
vice of the USITC, I have determined that a certain article is not import-
sensitive in the context of imports from beneficiary sub-Saharan African
countries. I have decided to provide duty-free treatment to this article
when imported from any beneficiary sub-Saharan African country.

Section 604 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2483), authorizes the President to
embody in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTS) the
substance of the relevant provisions of that Act, and of other acts affecting
import treatment, and actions thereunder, including the removal, modifica-
tion, continuance, or imposition of any rate of duty or other import restric-
tion.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, acting under the authority vested in me by the Constitution
and the laws of the United States of America, including title V and section
604 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2461-7, 2483), do proclaim that:

(1) In order to reflect in the HTS the addition of Afghanistan as a bene-
ficiary developing country and as a least-developed beneficiary developing
country under the GSP, and the withdrawal of duty-free treatment under
the GSP accorded to a certain article from Chile, general note 4 to the HTS
is modified as provided in section A of the Annex to this proclamation.

(2) In order to provide duty-free treatment for a certain article when im-
ported from a beneficiary sub-Saharan African country, the HTS is modi-
fied by amending and sub-dividing the nomenclature of an existing HTS
subheading as provided in section B of the Annex to this proclamation.

3



Proc. 7637 Title 3—The President

(3) In order to provide that Chile should not be treated as a beneficiary
developing country with respect to a certain eligible article for purposes of
the GSP, the Rates of Duty 1-Special subcolumn for the HTS subheading
enumerated in section C of the Annex to this proclamation is modified as
provided in such section.

(4) A waiver of the application of section 503(c)(2) of the 1974 Act (19
U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)) previously granted to Chile for HTS subheading
0811.20.20 shall be terminated on the date of publication of this proclama-
tion in the Federal Register

(5) Any provisions of previous proclamations and Executive Orders that
are inconsistent with the actions taken in this proclamation are superseded
to the extent of such inconsistency.

(6) (a) The modifications made by section A of the Annex to this procla-
mation shall be effective with respect to articles entered, or withdrawn
from warehouse for consumption, on or after the dates set forth in that sec-
tion.

(b) The modifications made by section B of the Annex to this proclamation
shall be effective with respect to articles entered, or withdrawn from ware-
house for consumption, on or after the fifteenth day after the date of publi-
cation of this proclamation in the Federal Register.

(c) The modifications made by section C of the Annex to this proclamation
shall be effective with respect to articles entered, or withdrawn from ware-
house for consumption, on or after the thirtieth day after the date of publi-
cation of this proclamation in the Federal Register.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of
January, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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Annex

Modifications to the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States (HTS)

Section A. Modifications to general note 4 of the HTS:

(1) . Effective with respect to articles entered, or
withdrawn from warehouse for consumption, on or after the
fifteenth day after the date of publication of this
proclamation in the Federal Register, general note 4(a) is
modified by adding in alphabetical order “Afghanistan” to
the list entitled “Independent Countries”.

(2). Effective with respect to articles entered, or
withdrawn from warehouse for consumption, on or after the
thirtieth day after the date of publication of this
proclamation in the Federal Register, general note 4(d) is
modified by adding in numerical sequence “0811.20.20
Chile”.

(3). Effective with respect to articles entered, or
withdrawn from warehouse for consumption, on or after the
sixtieth day after the date of publication of this
proclamation in the Federal Register, general note 4 (b) (1)
is modified by adding in alphabetical order “Afghanistan”.

Section B. The HTS is modified as provided in this
section, with bracketed matter included to assist in the
understanding of proclaimed modifications. The following
provisions supersede matter now in the HTS. The
subheadings and superior text are set forth in columnar
format, and material in such columns is inserted in the
columns of the HTS designated "Heading/Subheading",
"Article Description", "Rates of Duty 1 General", "Rates of
Duty 1 Special", and "Rates of Duty 2", respectively.

Effective with respect to articles entered, or withdrawn
from warehouse for consumption, on or after the fifteenth
day after the date of publication of this proclamation in
the Federal Register, the HTS is modified as follows:

Subheading 8111.00.45 is superseded by:
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: [Manganese and articles thereof,...]

[Other:]
“Unwrought manganese:

8111.00.47 : Flake containing at least 99.5 percent
by weight of manganese : 14%
Free (A+,CA,D,E, : 20%
IL,J,MX)
5.6%
(JO)
8111.00.49 : Other : 14%

Free (A+,CA,E,IL,: 20%”

J,MX)
5.6% (JO)

Conforming change:

For HTS subheadings 8111.00.47 and 8111.00.43, on
January 1 for each of the years listed below, the rate of
duty followed by the symbol "JO" in parentheses in the
Rates of Duty 1-Special subcolumn is deleted and the
following rates of duty are inserted for such subheadings
in lieu thereof in the year specified.

2004 2005

2.8% Free

Section C. Effective with respect to articles entered, or
withdrawn from warehouse for comsumption, on or after the
thirtieth day after the date of publication of this
proclamation in the Federal Register, for HTS subheading
0811.20.20, the Rates of Duty 1-Special subcolumn is
modified by deleting the symbol "A" and inserting an "A*"
in lieu thereof.
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Proclamation 7638 of January 13, 2003

The Centennial of Korean Immigration to the United States

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

From every corner of the world, immigrants have come to America to dis-
cover the promise of our Nation. On January 13, 1903, the first Korean im-
migrants to the United States arrived in Honolulu, Hawaii, on the SS Gael-
ic. Today, Korean Americans live throughout the United States, rep-
resenting one of our largest Asian-American populations. As we commemo-
rate the centennial anniversary of Korean immigration to the United States,
we recognize the invaluable contributions of Korean Americans to our Na-
tion’s rich cultural diversity, economic strength, and proud heritage.

For the past century, Korean immigrants and their descendants have helped
build America’s prosperity, strengthened America’s communities, and de-
fended America’s freedoms. Through their service in World War I, World
War 1II, the Korean Conflict, the Vietham War, and other wars, Korean
Americans have served our Nation with honor and courage, upholding the
values that make our country strong.

The American and Korean people share a love of freedom and a dedication
to peace. The United States was the first Western country to sign a treaty
of commerce and amity with Korea in 1882, promising “perpetual peace
and friendship”” between our nations. Since that time, the United States has
built a strong friendship with Korea—a friendship based on our common
commitment to human dignity, prosperity, and democracy. In the coming
months, more than 1 million Korean Americans throughout our Nation will
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the arrival of the first Korean immigrants
to the United States. During this time, we acknowledge and commend Ko-
rean Americans for their distinguished achievements in all sectors of life
and for their important role in building, defending, and sustaining the
United States of America.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January 13, 2003, as the Cen-
tennial of Korean Immigration to the United States. I call upon all Ameri-
cans to observe the anniversary with appropriate programs, ceremonies,
and activities honoring Korean immigrants and their descendants for their
countless contributions to America.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth day
of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

GEORGE W. BUSH



Proc. 7639 Title 3—The President

Proclamation 7639 of January 14, 2003

National Sanctity of Human Life Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Our Nation was built on a promise of life and liberty for all citizens. Guid-
ed by a deep respect for human dignity, our Founding Fathers worked to
secure these rights for future generations, and today we continue to seek
to fulfill their promise in our laws and our society. On National Sanctity
of Human Life Day, we reaffirm the value of human life and renew our
dedication to ensuring that every American has access to life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness.

As we seek to improve quality of life, overcome illness, and promote vital
medical research, my Administration will continue to honor our country’s
founding ideals of equal dignity and equal rights for every American. Every
child is a priority and a blessing, and I believe that all should be welcomed
in life and protected by law. My Administration has championed compas-
sionate alternatives to abortion, such as helping women in crisis through
maternity group homes, encouraging adoption, promoting abstinence edu-
cation, and passing laws requiring parental notification and waiting periods
for minors.

The Born-Alive Infants Protection Act, which I signed into law in August
2002, is an important contribution to our efforts to care for human life.
This important legislation helps protect the most vulnerable members of
our society by ensuring that every infant born alive, including one who sur-
vives abortion, is considered a person and receives protection under Fed-
eral law. It helps achieve the promises of the Declaration of Independence
for all, including those without the voice and power to defend their own
rights.

Through ethical policies and the compassion of Americans, we will con-
tinue to build a culture that respects life. Faith- based and community orga-
nizations and individual citizens play a critical role in strengthening our
neighborhoods and bringing care and comfort to those in need. By helping
fellow citizens, these groups recognize the dignity of every human being
and the possibilities of every life; and their important efforts are helping
to build a more just and generous Nation. By working together to protect
the weak, the imperfect, and the unwanted, we affirm a culture of hope and
help ensure a brighter future for all.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Sunday, January 19, 2003,
as National Sanctity of Human Life Day. As we reflect upon the sanctity
of human life, I call upon all Americans to recognize this day with appro-
priate ceremonies in our homes and places of worship, to rededicate our-
selves to compassionate service, and to reaffirm our commitment to re-
specting the life and dignity of every human being.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day
of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7640 of January 15, 2003
Religious Freedom Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Each year on January 16, we celebrate Religious Freedom Day in com-
memoration of the passage of the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom by
the Virginia General Assembly, which occurred on this day in 1786. Draft-
ed by Thomas Jefferson, this historic law provided the inspiration and the
framework for the religious freedom clauses in the First Amendment to the
United States Gonstitution.

The religious freedom provisions of our Constitution—the Establishment
Clause and the Free Exercise Clause—open the first of the ten amendments
that make up the Bill of Rights. Because the Framers placed the guarantee
of religious freedom before other cherished rights, religious liberty in
America is often called the first freedom. The right to have religious beliefs
and to freely practice such beliefs are among the most fundamental free-
doms we possess. James Madison once said that “the Religion then of every
man must be left to the conviction and conscience of every man; and it is
the right of every man to exercise it as these may dictate. This right is in
its nature an unalienable right.”

Our Founding Fathers recognized that religious freedom is a right we must
protect with great vigilance. We must continue our efforts to uphold justice
and tolerance and to oppose prejudice; and we must be resolved to coun-
tering any means that infringe on religious freedom.

Religious faith has inspired many of our fellow citizens to help build a bet-
ter Nation. In America today, people of faith continue to wage a deter-
mined campaign to meet needs and fight suffering. Through the efforts of
the White House Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives, my Ad-
ministration has been working to ensure that faith-inspired organizations
do not face discrimination simply because of their religious orientation. I
recently signed an Executive Order to ensure equal treatment for faith-
based charities that are offering hope to those in need.

As we celebrate the freedom of faith in America, we also recognize that
there are many people around the world who do not enjoy such freedoms.
The right to believe and express one’s beliefs in words and practice is a
right that should belong to all people. Through the Department of State’s
Office of International Religious Freedom, my Administration has been
working to call attention to religious persecution and to encourage our al-
lies, friends, and trading partners to provide and protect this fundamental
human right for all people around the world. By working together to secure
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religious freedom around the world, we can create a better future for peo-
ple of all faiths.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January 16, 2003, as Reli-
gious Freedom Day. I encourage all Americans to reflect on the great bless-
ing of religious freedom and to endeavor to preserve this freedom for future
generations, and to commemorate this day through appropriate events and
activities in homes, schools, and places of worship.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day
of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7641 of January 17, 2003

To Modify Rules of Origin Under the North American Free
Trade Agreement

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

1. Presidential Proclamation 6641 of December 15, 1993, implemented the
North American Free Trade Agreement (the “NAFTA”) with respect to the
United States and, pursuant to the North American Free Trade Agreement
Implementation Act (the “NAFTA Implementation Act”), incorporated in
the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (the “HTS”’) the tariff
modifications and rules of origin necessary or appropriate to carry out the
NAFTA.

2. Section 202 of the NAFTA Implementation Act provides rules for deter-
mining whether goods imported into the United States originate in the ter-
ritory of a NAFTA party and thus are eligible for the tariff and other treat-
ment contemplated under the NAFTA. Section 202(q) of the NAFTA Imple-
mentation Act (19 U.S.C. 3332(q)) authorizes the President to proclaim, as
a part of the HTS, the rules of origin set out in the NAFTA and to proclaim
modifications to such previously proclaimed rules of origin, subject to the
consultation and layover requirements of section 103(a) of the NAFTA Im-
plementation Act (19 U.S.C. 3313(a)).

3. I have determined that the modifications to the HTS proclaimed in this
proclamation pursuant to sections 201 and 202 of the NAFTA Implementa-
tion Act are appropriate. For goods of Mexico, I have decided that the ef-
fective date of the modifications shall be determined by the United States
Trade Representative (USTR).

4. Section 604 of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the “1974 Act”) (19
U.S.C. 2483), authorizes the President to embody in the HTS the substance
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of the relevant provisions of that Act, of other acts affecting import treat-
ment, and actions thereunder, including the removal, modification, con-
tinuance, or imposition of any rate of duty or other import restriction.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, acting under the authority vested in me by the Constitution
and the laws of the United States, including section 604 of the 1974 Act,
section 202 of the NAFTA Implementation Act, and section 301 of title 3,
United States Code, do hereby proclaim:

(1) In order to modify the rules of origin under the NAFTA, general note
12 to the HTS is modified as provided in the Annex to this proclamation.

(2) Any provisions of previous proclamations and Executive Orders that
are inconsistent with the actions taken in this proclamation are superseded
to the extent of such inconsistency.

(3) The modifications made by the Annex to this proclamation shall be
effective with respect to goods of Canada that are entered, or withdrawn
from warehouse for consumption, on or after January 1, 2003. The modi-
fications made by such Annex shall be effective with respect to goods of
Mexico that are entered, or withdrawn from warehouse for consumption,
on or after a date to be announced in the Federal Register by the USTR.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth day
of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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ANNEX

MODIFICATIONS TO THE RULES OF ORIGIN FOR THE NAFTA

Effective with respect 10 goods of Canada entered, or withdrawn from warehouse for
consumption, on or after January 1, 2003, and to goods of Mexico entered, or withdrawn from
warehouse for consumption, on or after a date to be announced in the Federal Register by the
USTR, general note 12(t) is modified as follows:

1. Tariff classification rule (TCR) 7 for chapter 22 is deleted and the following new TCRs are
inserted in lieu thereof:

“y.

A change to headings 2203 through 2207 from any heading outside that group, except
from tariff items 2106.90.12, 2106.90.15 or 2106.90.18 or headings 2208 through 2209.

A change to subheading 2208.20 from any other heading, except from tariff items
2106.90.12, 2106.90.15 or 2106.90.18 or headings 2203 through 2207 or 2209.

No required change in tariff classification to subheadings 2208.30 through 2208.70,
provided that the non-originating alcoholic ingredients constitute no more than 10 percent
of the alcoholic content of the good by volume,

A change to subheading 2208.90 from any other heading, except from tariff items
2106.90.12, 2106.90.15 or 2106.90.18 or headings 2203 through 2207 or 2209.

A change to heading 2209 from any other heading, except from tariff items 2106.90.12,
2106.90.15 or 2106.90.18 or headings 2203 through 2208.”

2. The following new chapter rule is inserted immediately below the side heading “Chapter 27”:

“Chapter rule: For the purposes of heading 2710, the following processes confer origin:

(a)

(b)

©

Atmospheric distillation-a separation process in which petroleum oils are converted, in a
distillation tower, into fractions according to boiling point and the vapor then condensed
into different liquefied fractions. Liquefied petroleum gas, naphtha, gasoline, kerosene,
diesel/heating oil, light gas oils and lubricating ol are produced from petroleum
distillation;

Vacuum distillation—distillation at a pressure below atmospheric but not so low that it
would be classed as molecular distillation. Vacuum distillation is useful for distilling
high-boiling and heat-sensitive materials such as heavy distillates in petroleum oils to
produce light to heavy vacuum gas oils and residuum. In some refineries gas oils may be
further processed into lubricating oils;

Catalytic hydroprocessing—the cracking and/or treating of petroleum oils with hydrogen at

high temperature and under pressure, in the presence of special catalysts. Catalytic
hydroprocessing includes hydrocracking and hydrotreating;
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(d)  Reforming (catalytic reforming)-the rearrangement of molecules in a naphtha boiling
range material to form higher octane aromatics (i.e., improved antiknock quality at the
expense of gasoline yield). A main product is catalytic reformate, a blend component for
gasoline. Hydrogen is another by-product;

(e)  Alkylation—a process whereby a high-octane blending component for gasolines is derived
from catalytic combination of an isoparaffin and an olefin;

(f)  Cracking—a refining process involving decomposition and molecular recombination of
organic compounds, especially hydrocarbons obtained by means of heat, to form
molecules suitable for motor fuels, monomers, petrochemicals, etc.:

(i) Thermal cracking—exposes the distillate to temperatures of approximately 540’ C
to 650° C for varying periods of time. Process produces modest yields of
gasoline and higher yields of residual products for fuel oil blending;’

(ii) Catalytic cracking-hydrocarbon vapors are passed at approximately 400 C over
a metallic catalyst (¢.g., silica-alumina or platinumy); the cormplex recombinations
(alkylation, polymerization, isomerization, etc.} occur within seconds to yield
high-octane gasoline. Process yields less residual oils and light gases than
thermal cracking;

(g}  Coking—a thermal cracking process for the conversion of heavy low-grade products, such
as reduced crude, straight run pitch, cracked tars and shale oil, into solid coke (carbon)
and lower boiling hydrocarbon products which are suitable as feed for other refinery units
for conversion into lighter products; or

(h)  TIsomerization—the refinery process of converting petroleum compounds into their
isomers.”

3. TCR 4 for chapter 27 is deleted and the following new TCRs are inserted in lieu thereof:

“4. (A) A change to heading 2710 from any other heading, except from headings 2711
through 2715; or

(B) Production of any good of heading 2710 as the result of atmospheric distillation,
vacuum distillation, catalytic hydroprocessing, catalytic reforming, alkylation,

catalytic cracking, thermal cracking, coking or isomerization.

4A. A change to headings 2711 through 2715 from any heading outside that group, except
from heading 2710.”

4. TCRs 8 through 10, inclusive, for chapter 29 are deleted and the following new TCRs are
inserted in lieu thereof:

“8. A change to subheadings 2905.11 through 2905.49 from any other subheading, including
another subheading within that group.”

5. TCR 2 for chapter 71 is deleted and the following new TCR is inserted in lieu thereof:

“2. A change to headings 7113 through 7118 from any heading outside that group.”
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6. TCR 69 to chapter 85 is deleted and the following new TCR is inserted in lieu thereof:

“69.

(A) A change to subheading 8518.30 from any other heading; or

B) A change to subheading 8518.30 from subheadings 8518.10, 8518.29 or
8518.90, whether or not there is also a change from any other heading, provided
there is a regional value content of not less than:

1) 60 percent where the transaction value method is used, or

) 50 percent where the net cost method is used.”

7. TCRs 14 and 15 to chapter 87 are deleted and the following new TCRs are inserted in lieu

thereof:

A change to tariff items 8706.00.03 or 8706.00.15 from any other heading, except from
subheadings 8708.50 or 8708.60, provided there is a regional value content of not less
than 50 percent under the net cost method.

A change to tariff items 8706.00.05, 8706.00.25, 8706.00.30 or 8706.00.50 from any
other heading, except from subheadings 8708.50 or 8708.60, provided there is a regional
value content of not less than 50 percent under the net cost method.”

8. TCRs 24, 24A and 24B for chapter 90 are deleted and the following new TCRs are inserted in

lieu thereof:

“24.

24A.

24B.

A change to subheadings 9009.91 through 9009.93 from any subheading outside that
group, except from tariff item 9009.99.80.

A change to tariff item 9009.99.40 from subheadings 9009.91, 9009.92 or 9009.93, tariff
item 9009.99.80 or any other heading, provided that at least one of the components of
such assembly named in chapter rule 3 to chapter 90 is originating.

A change to subheading 9009.99 from any other subheading.”
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Proclamation 7642 of January 17, 2003
Martin Luther King, Jr., Federal Holiday, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., served as a voice of conscience for our Nation,
and his words and actions continue to inspire courage, humility, and com-
passion. As a visionary leader of the civil rights movement, Dr. King
helped to advance human dignity by working peacefully to resolve racial
conflict through speeches, marches, and countless nonviolent activities that
helped our Nation recognize the importance of upholding fully our found-
ing ideals of equality, tolerance, and justice for all. Dr. King’s enduring
contributions to America remind us and countless others around the world
that people should “. . . not be judged by the color of their skin but by
content of their character.” He also taught us that lasting achievement in
life comes through sacrifice and service. His devotion to helping others re-
flected the true spirit of service and citizenship, and his example continues
to motivate individuals to serve causes greater than themselves.

Dr. King wrote that “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.”
As Americans celebrate the 18th national commemoration of the life and
legacy of this great leader, we recognize the lasting truth of his words and
his legacy, and we renew our commitment to the principles of justice,
equality, opportunity, and optimism that Dr. King espoused and exempli-
fied.

As we honor Dr. King’s accomplishments, we pledge to work for a Nation
in which all people of every race realize the promise of America. No gov-
ernment policy can put hope in people’s hearts or a sense of purpose in
people’s lives; but we can and will continue to support efforts that seek
to secure a Nation of dignity, liberty, and compassion.

To achieve this goal, our Nation must work to ensure that all American
children have an equal chance to succeed and reach their full potential.
One year ago this month, our country set a bold new course in public edu-
cation with the passage of the No Child Left Behind Act, ushering in an
era of accountability, local control, and high standards. This Act affirmed
our faith in the wisdom of parents and communities and our fundamental
belief in the promise of every child. Across America, States and school dis-
tricts are working diligently to implement reforms called for by this impor-
tant legislation, which will produce better results for all of our students.
My Administration is committed to these efforts, and I will continue work-
ing with the Congress to enact reforms and provide support to help build
the mind and character of every child from every background in every part
of America. By working together to advance Dr. King’s ideals of equality
and acceptance, we can achieve his dream of a Nation united in under-
standing, defined in promise, and guided by hope.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Monday, January 20, 2003,
as the Martin Luther King, Jr., Federal Holiday. I encourage all Americans
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to observe this day with appropriate civic, community, and service pro-
grams and activities in honor of Dr. King’s life and legacy.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth day
of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7643 of January 27, 2003

National Consumer Protection Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Few technologies have become fixtures in our daily lives as quickly as
computers and the Internet. Today, more than half of all Americans log on
to the Internet, and that number is growing. Our access to information, en-
tertainment, credit and banking, products, and services from every corner
of the world is greater than ever before. As our personal information be-
comes more accessible, consumers, corporations, and government agencies
must take precautions against the misuse of that information.

Computer technology and the Internet have revolutionized our ability to
communicate and share knowledge. This new freedom offers incredible op-
portunities; but as individuals and as a Nation, we must guard against the
misuse of personal information and identity theft. The theme of this year’s
National Consumer Protection Week is “Information Security,” and during
this week we resolve to help all Americans learn how to keep personal in-
formation secure.

For consumers, securing a computer is a matter of routine maintenance and
caution. Effective passwords, firewalls, and up-to-date antivirus software
can help protect computers, and the personal or business information we
store on them, from those who would damage a network operation or steal
personal information to commit a crime. By practicing effective information
security measures, all citizens can contribute to the protection of our na-
tional information infrastructure.

To assist consumers, public and private entities have joined forces to high-
light the importance of information security. They include the Federal
Trade Commission, the U.S. Postal Service, the U.S. Postal Inspection Serv-
ice, the Federal Consumer Information Center, the National Association of
Attorneys General, the National Consumers League, the American Associa-
tion of Retired Persons, the Better Business Bureau, the Consumer Federa-
tion of America, and the National Association of Consumer Agency Admin-
istrators. The National Strategy to Secure Cyberspace also offers guidance
for the full range of computer users on information security. By working
together, we can help consumers and businesses understand how informa-
tion security affects their decisions at home and in the marketplace.
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During National Consumer Protection Week, I encourage all Americans to
take the appropriate steps to ensure the security of their personal or sen-
sitive information. By learning ways to safeguard this data, individuals can
help ensure their financial security, and contribute to the strength and
prosperity of our Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim February 2 through 8, 2003,
as National Consumer Protection Week. I call upon Government officials,
industry leaders, and consumer advocates to provide consumers with infor-
mation about how we can help safeguard the economic future of all Ameri-
cans by keeping our personal information secure.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-seventh
day of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7644 of January 30, 2003

American Heart Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Advances in medical research have significantly improved our capacity to
fight heart disease by providing greater knowledge about its causes, more
innovative diagnostic tools to detect and counter it, and new and improved
treatments that help people survive and recover from it. Despite these ad-
vances, heart disease continues to be America’s number one killer. During
American Heart Month, we renew our commitment to fighting cardio-
vascular disease by encouraging our citizens to learn more about its risk
factors, its various warning signs, and life-saving emergency response tech-
niques.

Heart attacks result when the blood supply to part of the heart muscle is
severely reduced or stopped. Because many heart attack victims do not rec-
ognize the warning signs until it is too late, only one in five is able to reach
a hospital quickly enough to benefit fully from treatments. To help Ameri-
cans survive heart attacks, the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute
(NHLBI), which is part of the National Institutes of Health, has joined with
the American Heart Association (AHA) and other national organizations to
create a major educational campaign, called “Act in Time to Heart Attack
Signs.” This campaign encourages Americans to learn the warning signs of
a heart attack and to call 911 within minutes—five at most—of the start of
symptoms. The campaign also offers educational materials for both the gen-
eral public and healthcare professionals to encourage communication
among doctors, other healthcare providers, and their patients about the im-
portance of recognizing heart attack signs and getting treatment quickly.
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Far too many Americans are also unaware of the dangers of cardiac arrest,
in which the heart suddenly loses its ability to function. Most cases of car-
diac arrest that result in sudden death occur when the diseased heart’s
electrical impulses become rapid and then chaotic. About 95 percent of
sudden cardiac arrest victims die before reaching the hospital. However, if
treated within a few minutes, cardiac arrest can be reversed through
defibrillation, an electric shock that allows the heart to resume a normal
beat.

Research has shown that early cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and
rapid defibrillation, combined with early advanced care, can produce long-
term survival rates of 40 percent where a cardiac arrest has been witnessed
by a bystander. The AHA has developed a nationwide educational cam-
paign called “Operation Heartbeat,” to increase public awareness about car-
diac arrest. “Operation Heartbeat” is educating the public about the warn-
ing signs of cardiac arrest, the importance of calling 911 immediately, and
the benefits of administering CPR until defibrillation can be given.

When Americans take personal steps to improve their health, our whole so-
ciety benefits. By developing good eating habits, being physically active,
taking advantage of preventive screenings, and avoiding drugs, tobacco,
and excessive use of alcohol, individuals and families can significantly re-
duce the onset and burden of heart disease. In promoting new education
programs, supporting research, expanding access to life-saving tools, and
encouraging our citizens to learn more about cardiovascular disease and
lead healthy lifestyles, we can save lives.

In recognition of the important ongoing fight against cardiovascular disease,
the Congress, by Joint Resolution approved December 30, 1963, as amended
(77 Stat. 843; 36 U.S.C. 101), has requested that the President issue an an-
nual proclamation designating February as “American Heart Month.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim February 2003 as American Heart Month.
I invite the Governors of the States, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, offi-
cials of other areas subject to the jurisdiction of the United States, and the
American people to join me in reaffirming our commitment to combating
cardiovascular disease.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7645 of January 31, 2003

National African American History Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

African Americans have played central roles in some of the most trium-
phant and courageous moments in our Nation’s history. During National
African American History Month, we honor the rich heritage of African
Americans and pay tribute to their many contributions to our Nation. As
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we celebrate this year’s theme, “The Souls of Black Folk: Centennial Reflec-
tions,” we remember the successes and challenges of our past. We also re-
solve to honor the achievements and legacy of these proud citizens by con-
tinuing to improve our society so that it fully lives up to our founding
ideals.

In 1915, Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson recognized the need for our country
to gain a more complete and informed understanding of our past. He
founded the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History and estab-
lished the first Negro History Week to emphasize that “We have a wonder-
ful history behind us . . . “ Through the pioneering efforts of Dr. Woodson
and the hard work of the Association, this observance officially became
Black History Month in 1976.

For generations, African Americans have strengthened our Nation by urging
reforms, overcoming obstacles, and breaking down barriers. We see the
greatness of America in those who have risen above injustice and enriched
our society, a greatness reflected in the resolve of Jackie Robinson, the in-
tellect of W.E.B. DuBois, and the talent of Louis Armstrong. We also gain
a deeper appreciation for the African-American experience in the writings
of James Baldwin, Ralph Ellison, and Zora Neal Hurston, as well as in the
music of Mahalia Jackson, Billie Holiday, Duke Ellington, and countless
others.

African Americans reflect a proud legacy of courage and dedication that
has helped to guide our Nation’s success and prosperity. Visionary leaders
like Frederick Douglass, Thurgood Marshall, and Martin Luther King, Jr.,
possessed a clarity of purpose and were instrumental in exposing and ad-
dressing the issues that threatened our founding principles. The battle for
freedom, equality, and opportunity was fought on the front lines by strong
figures such as Harriet Tubman and Fannie Lou Hamer, as well as many
other everyday heroes who helped to lead this Nation to a more hopeful
and just society.

As we recall these remarkable individuals, we also recognize that, despite
our progress, racial prejudice still exists in America. As a Nation and as
individuals, we must be vigilant in responding to discrimination wherever
we find it. By promoting diversity, understanding, and opportunity, we
will continue our efforts to build a society where every person, of every
race, can realize the promise of America.

This month, I encourage all citizens to gain awareness of and appreciation
for African-American history. As we remember this important part of our
Nation’s past, we look to a bright future, recognizing the potential of an
America united in purpose, guided by spirit, and dedicated to equality.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim February 2003 as National
African American History Month. I call upon public officials, educators, li-
brarians, and all of the people of the United States to observe this month
with appropriate programs and activities that highlight and honor the myr-
iad of contributions that African Americans have made to our Nation.
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IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day
of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7646 of February 1, 2003

Honoring the Memory of the Astronauts Aboard Space
Shuttle Columbia

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As a mark of respect for Rick Douglas Husband, William C. McCool, Laurel
Blair Salton Clark, Kalpana Chawla, Michael P. Anderson, David M. Brown,
and Ilan Ramon who gave their lives during the mission of STS-107 aboard
the Space Shuttle Columbia on February 1, 2003, I hereby order, by the au-
thority vested in me as President of the United States of America by the
Constitution and the laws of the United States of America, that the flag of
the United States shall be flown at half-staff at the White House and upon
all public buildings and grounds, at all military posts and naval stations,
and on all naval vessels of the Federal Government in the District of Co-
lumbia and throughout the United States and its Territories and posses-
sions through Wednesday, February 5, 2003. I also direct that the flag shall
be flown at half-staff for the same length of time at all United States embas-
sies, legations, consular offices, and other facilities abroad, including all
military facilities and naval vessels and stations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of Feb-
ruary, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7647 of February 7, 2003
Establishment of the Governors Island National Monument

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On the north tip of Governors Island, at the confluence of the Hudson and
East Rivers, stand two fortifications that served as an outpost to protect
New York City from sea attack. These two important historic objects, Castle
Williams and Fort Jay, are part of a National Historic Landmark District
designated in 1985. Between 1806 and 1811, these fortifications were con-
structed as part of the First and Second American Systems of Coastal For-
tification. Castle Williams and Fort Jay represent two of the finest examples
of defensive structures in use from the Renaissance to the American Civil
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War. They also played important roles in the War of 1812, the American
Civil War, and World Wars I and II.

These fortifications were built on the most strategic defensive positions on
the island. Fort Jay, constructed between 1806 and 1809, is on the highest
point of the island from which its glacis originally sloped down to the wa-
terfront on all sides. Castle Williams, constructed between 1807 and 1811,
occupies a rocky promontory as close as possible to the harbor channels
and served as the most important strategic defensive point in the entrance
to the New York Harbor.

Governors Island was managed by the United States Army and the United
States Coast Guard for nearly 200 years, but is no longer required for de-
fense or Coast Guard purposes. It provides an excellent opportunity for the
public to observe and understand the harbor history, its defense, and its
ecology. Its proximity to lower Manhattan also makes it an appropriate lo-
cation from which to reflect upon the tragic events of September 11, 2001.

Section 2 of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 U.S.C. 431) (the “An-
tiquities Act”), authorizes the President, in his discretion, to declare by
public proclamation historic landmarks, historic and prehistoric structures,
and other objects of historic or scientific interest that are situated upon the
lands owned or controlled by the Government of the United States to be
national monuments, and to reserve as a part thereof parcels of land, the
limits of which in all cases shall be confined to the smallest area compat-
ible with the proper care and management of the objects to be protected.

A Governors Island National Monument was established by Proclamation
7402 of January 19, 2001, in order to protect the two fortifications. The
monument, however, remained subject to Public Law 105-33, section 9101,
111 Stat. 670 (August 5, 1997), which required the entire island, including
the monument lands, to be sold with a right of first offer to the State and
City of New York.

WHEREAS the State and City of New York each executed a consent and
waiver of the right of first offer regarding Governors Island; and

WHEREAS the portion of Governors Island described on the accompanying
land description was sold to the National Trust for Historic Preservation
(National Trust), on January 31, 2003, and the remainder of Governors Is-
land was sold to the Governors Island Preservation and Education Corpora-
tion (GIPEC) of the State and City of New York, on January 31, 2003; and

WHEREAS the National Trust, on January 31, 2003, relinquished and con-
veyed to the United States of America all lands owned by the National
Trust on Governors Island; and

WHEREAS such relinquishment and conveyance have been accepted by the
Secretary of the Interior (Secretary) pursuant to the Antiquities Act; and

WHEREAS it appears that it would be in the public interest to preserve
Castle Williams, Fort Jay, and certain lands and buildings necessary for the
care and management of the Castle and Fort as the Governors Island Na-
tional Monument;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by the authority vested in me by section 2 of the Act of June
8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 U.S.C. 431), do proclaim that there are hereby set
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apart and reserved as the Governors Island National Monument for the pur-
pose of protecting the objects identified above, all lands and interests in
lands owned or controlled by the United States within the boundaries de-
scribed on the accompanying land description, which is attached to and
forms a part of this proclamation. The Federal land and interests in land
reserved consist of approximately 22 acres, together with appurtenant ease-
ments for all necessary purposes and any associated federally owned per-
sonal property of historic interest, which is the smallest area compatible
with the property care and management of the objects to be protected.

All Federal lands and interests in lands within the boundaries of this
monument are hereby appropriated and withdrawn from all forms of entry,
location, selection, sale, or leasing or other disposition under the public
land laws, including but not limited to withdrawal from location, entry,
and patent under the mining laws, and from disposition under all laws re-
lating to mineral and geothermal leasing.

The Secretary shall manage the monument consistent with the purposes
and provisions of this proclamation. For the purpose of preserving, restor-
ing, and enhancing the public visitation and appreciation of the monument,
the Secretary shall prepare a management plan for the monument within
3 years of the date of this proclamation. Further, to the extent authorized
by law, the Secretary shall promulgate any additional regulations needed
for the proper care and management of the objects identified above.

The establishment of this monument is subject to valid existing rights, if
any such rights are present.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be deemed to revoke any existing with-
drawal, reservation, or appropriation; however, the national monument
shall be the dominant reservation.

Warning is hereby given to all unauthorized persons not to appropriate, in-
jure, destroy, or remove any feature of this monument and not to locate or
settle upon any of the lands thereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day of
February, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Description of Lands in Governors Island National Monument

This document describes the lands that are set apart and reserved as the
Governors Island National Monument pursuant to the accompanying proc-
lamation. The national monument boundaries include the lands identified
as Tract 01-101, Tract 01-102, Tract 01-103, and Tract 01-104. Legal de-
scriptions of these tracts are set out below. These tracts also appear on the
map entitled “Governors Island National Monument, Boundary Map,”
dated August 20, 2002, map number 019/80,001A, which is attached to this
document for reference purposes.

The United States owns Tract 01-101, Tract 01-102, and Tract 01-103 in
fee simple. Within Tract 01-104, the United States owns a perpetual and
exclusive right and easement consisting of the right, but not the obligation,
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to utilize, occupy, manage, reconstruct, remodel, maintain, and improve
approximately 1,000 square feet on the first (1st) floor in the Building
known as “Building 140 located on that portion of the land known and
identified as Tract 01-104. As set out in the accompanying proclamation,
the National Park Service will manage all property owned by the United
States within the national monument boundary.

The national monument will also include all rights, hereditaments, ease-
ments, and appurtenances to property owned by the United States, belong-
ing or otherwise appertaining, as well as any associated federally owned
personal property of historic interest.

Tract 01-101

All that certain tract or parcel of land lying and being situated on Gov-
ernors Island in the City of New York, New York County, State of New
York, and being more particularly described as follows:

Beginning at a point at the intersection of the southerly side of Andes Road
and the base of a concrete retaining wall on the southerly side of Andes
Road, said point of beginning being South 14° 28’ 10” West, 141.01 feet
from the southeasterly corner of Building 107, said point of beginning
being further described as being at North 677,056.72 and East 626,751.86,
said coordinates being based upon the New York State Plane Coordinates,
East Zone, NAD 1983; thence from said point of beginning, severing the
lands of the subject owner, the following forty four (44) courses and dis-
tances:

1. South 80° 58' 48" East, along the said intersection of the southerly side
of Andes Road and the base of a concrete retaining wall on the southerly
side of Andes Road, 55.80 feet to a point;

2. South 45° 14' 55" East, along the intersection of the base of a concrete
retaining wall and sidewalk, 4.40 feet to a point;

3. South 24° 46' 24" East, along the said intersection of the base of a con-
crete retaining wall and sidewalk, 13.37 feet to a point;

4. South 16° 56' 20" East, along the said intersection of the base of a con-
crete retaining wall and sidewalk, 13.16 feet to a point;

5. South 10° 05’ 36" East, along the said intersection of the base of a con-
crete retaining wall and sidewalk, 15.64 feet to a point on the westerly edge
of a brick sidewalk;

6. South 05° 40’ 25" West, along the said westerly edge of a brick sidewalk,
274.67 feet to a point;

7. North 84° 45' 49" West, along the northerly edge of said brick sidewalk,
84.24 feet to a point;

8. South 45° 45' 14" West, along the northwesterly edge of said brick side-
walk, 24.85 feet to a point on the back of the concrete curb on the northerly
side of the cul-de-sac on Evans Road;

9. A non-tangent curve to the left, along the said back of the concrete curb
on the northerly side of the cul-de-sac on Evans Road, having a radius of
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34.00 feet, a central angle of 132° 11' 45" and an arc length of 78.45 feet
to a point, said curve having a chord bearing and distance of South 69° 51
24" West, 62.17 feet;

10. North 81° 25" 23" West, leaving the said back of the concrete curb and
crossing the Parade Ground, 764.47 feet to a point on the northeasterly face
of a concrete curb on the northeasterly side of Comfort Road;

11. North 23° 06" 23" West, along the said northeasterly face of a concrete
curb on the northeasterly side of Comfort Road, 94.46 feet to a point of
curve;

12. A curve to the right, along the said northeasterly face of a concrete curb
on the northeasterly side of Comfort Road, having a radius of 80.00 feet,
a central angle of 41° 01' 44" and an arc length of 57.29 feet to a point of
reverse Curve;

13. A curve to the left, along the said northeasterly face of a concrete curb
on the northeasterly side of Comfort Road, having a radius of 70.67 feet,
a central angle of 41° 04’ 47" and an arc length of 50.67 feet to a point of
tangent;

14. North 23° 09’ 26" West, along the intersection of the northeasterly side
of Comfort Road and the said face of a concrete curb on the northeasterly
side of Comfort Road, 240.84 feet to a point;

15. North 46° 15’ 33" West, along the said intersection of the northeasterly
side of Comfort Road and the said face of a concrete curb on the northeast-
erly side of Comfort Road and its northwesterly projection thereof, 111.36
feet, crossing Tampa Road to a point at the intersection of the northerly
side of an access road and the face of a concrete curb on the northerly side
of the access road;

16. South 86° 21' 32" West, along the said intersection of the northerly side
of an access road and the face of a concrete curb on the northerly side of
the access road and its westerly projection thereof, 133.51 feet to a point;

17. North 85° 02' 31" West, crossing Hay Road and along the back of a con-
crete curb on the southerly side of an asphalt parking lot, 139.69 feet to
a point at the intersection of the easterly side of an access road and the
face of a concrete curb on the easterly side of the access road;

18. North 06° 11' 10" East, along the said intersection of the easterly side
of an access road and the face of a concrete curb on the easterly side of
the access road, 8.97 feet;

19. North 84° 30’ 23" West, passing through a brick connecting-wall be-
tween Building 513A and Building 515, and along the back of a concrete
curb, 200.29 feet to a point at the intersection of the easterly side of Carder
Road and the face of a concrete curb on the easterly side of Carder Road;

20. North 09° 30" 51" East, along the said intersection of the easterly side
of Carder Road and the face of a concrete curb on the easterly side of Card-
er Road and its northerly projection thereof, 35.34 feet to a point;

21. North 16° 40’ 16" East, along the said easterly side of Carder Road,
98.56 feet to a point at the intersection of the easterly side of Carder Road
and the face of a concrete curb on the easterly side of Carder Road;

24



Proclamations Proc. 7647

22. North 17° 39" 33" East, along the said intersection of the easterly side
of Carder Road and the face of a concrete curb on the easterly side of Card-
er Road, 180.86 feet to a point;

23. North 23° 48' 41" East, along the said intersection of the easterly side
of Carder Road and the face of a concrete curb on the easterly side of Card-
er Road, 83.68 feet to a point of curve;

24. A curve to the right, along the said intersection of the easterly and
southerly side of Carder Road and the face of a concrete curb on the eas-
terly and southerly side of Carder Road, having a radius of 100.46 feet, a
central angle of 69° 53' 28" and an arc length of 122.55 feet to a point of
tangent;

25. South 86° 17' 52" East, continuing along the said intersection of the
southerly side of Carder Road and the face of a concrete curb on the south-
erly side of Carder Road and its easterly projection thereof, 149.02 feet,
crossing Hay Road to a point;

26. South 08° 57" 35" West, along the easterly side of Hay Road, 120.18 feet
to a point;

27. South 12° 12' 20" East, 62.43 feet, crossing Andes Road to a point at
the intersection of the southerly side of Andes Road and the face of a con-
crete curb on the southerly side of Andes Road;

28. A non-tangent curve to the right, along the said intersection of the
southerly side of Andes Road and the face of a concrete curb on the south-
erly side of Andes Road, having a radius of 58.00 feet, a central angle of
48° 54' 20" and an arc length of 49.51 feet to a point of tangent, said curve
having a chord bearing and distance of North 70° 02' 51" East, 48.02 feet;

29. South 85° 29' 59" East, along the said intersection of the southerly side
of Andes Road and the face of a concrete curb on the southerly side of
Andes Road and its easterly projection thereof, 123.62 feet to a point;

30. South 85° 29' 44" East, along the said intersection of the southerly side
of Andes Road and the face of a concrete curb on the southerly side of
Andes Road, 428.81 feet to a point;

31. South 85° 17’ 33" East, along the southerly face of a concrete curb on
the southerly side of Andes Road, 107.02 feet to a point;

32. South 83° 11' 58" East, along the said southerly face of a concrete curb
on the southerly side of Andes Road, 49.20 feet to a point;

33. South 82° 30" 10" East, along the said southerly face of a concrete curb
on the southerly side of Andes Road, 49.51 feet to a point;

34. South 81° 33' 52" East, along the said southerly face of a concrete curb
on the southerly side of Andes Road, 86.61 feet to a point;

35. A non-tangent curve to the right, along the said southerly face of a con-
crete curb on the southerly side of Andes Road, having a radius of 8.50
feet, a central angle of 47° 16’ 55" and an arc length of 7.01 feet to a point,
said curve having a chord bearing and distance of North 75° 41' 40" East,
6.82 feet;

36. South 80° 39’ 53" East, along the said southerly face of a concrete curb
on the southerly side of Andes Road, 8.32 feet to a point;
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37. A non-tangent curve to the right, along the said southerly face of a con-
crete curb on the southerly side of Andes Road, having a radius of 8.00
feet, a central angle of 46° 10’ 15" and an arc length of 6.45 feet to a point,
said curve having a chord bearing and distance of South 57° 34’ 45" East,
6.27 feet;

38. South 79° 00" 27" East, along the said southerly face of a concrete curb
on the southerly side of Andes Road, 41.54 feet to a point;

39. South 70° 49’ 07" East, along the said southerly face of a concrete curb
on the southerly side of Andes Road, 61.48 feet to a point of curve;

40. A curve to the right, along the southwesterly face of a concrete curb
on the southwesterly side of Andes Road, having a radius of 257.96 feet,
a central angle of 21° 12' 48" and an arc length of 95.51 feet to a point of
compound curve;

41. A curve to the right, along the westerly face of a concrete curb on the
westerly side of Andes Road, having a radius of 154.12 feet, a central angle
of 48° 42' 34" and an arc length of 131.02 feet to a point of tangent;

42. South 00° 53' 45" East, along the intersection of the westerly side of
Andes Road and the face of a concrete curb on the westerly side of Andes
Road, 83.86 feet to a point of curve;

43. A curve to the left, along the said intersection of the westerly side of
Andes Road and the face of a concrete curb on the westerly side of Andes
Road, having a radius of 148.98 feet, a central angle of 16° 25’ 57" and an
arc length of 42.73 feet to a point of tangent; and,

44. South 17° 19' 42" East, along the said intersection of the westerly side
of Andes Road and the face of a concrete curb on the westerly side of
Andes Road and its southerly projection thereof, 155.84 feet to the point
of beginning.

The above bearings are based on Grid North, New York State Plane Coordi-
nates, East Zone, NAD 1983.

The above-described parcel is more particularly shown and described on
a survey plat by Clough, Harbour & Associates, LLP.

Containing 21.69 acres, more or less.

Tract 01-102

All that certain tract or parcel of land lying and being situated on Gov-
ernors Island in the City of New York, New York County, State of New
York, and being more particularly described as follows:

Beginning at a point on the northerly side of Dock 102 on a line being the
westerly projection of the northerly face of the lower concrete seawall, said
point of beginning being South 74° 39' 57" East, 535.78 feet from the south-
easterly corner of Building 107, said point of beginning being further de-
scribed as being at North 677,051.57 and East 627,303.76, said coordinates
being based upon the New York State Plane Coordinates, East Zone, NAD
1983; thence from said point of beginning, severing the lands of the subject
owner, the following eight (8) courses and distances:
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1. South 88° 24’ 18" East, to and along said northerly face of the lower con-
crete seawall, 84.29 feet to a point;

2. South 01° 35' 54" West, continuing along the easterly face of the lower
concrete seawall, 22.82 feet to a point;

3. South 87° 30' 04" East, along the wood face of Dock 102, 100.26 feet to
a point;

4. South 02° 05' 32" West, continuing along the said wood face of Dock
102, 19.27 feet to a point;

5. North 87° 31' 51" West, continuing along the said wood face of Dock
102, 101.94 feet to a point on the easterly face of a stone or granite seawall;

6. South 00° 14" 20" West, along the said easterly face of the stone or gran-
ite seawall, 6.34 feet to a point;

7. South 89° 25' 54" West, to and along the southerly side (back) of the
southerly concrete curb, 80.69 feet to a point; and,

8. North 00° 34' 06" West, 51.53 feet to the point of beginning.

The above bearings are based on Grid North, New York State Plane Coordi-
nates, East Zone, NAD 1983.

The above-described parcel is more particularly shown and described on
a survey plat by Clough, Harbour & Associates, LLP.

Containing 0.14 of an acre, more or less (6,084 +/- square feet).

Tract 01-103

All that certain tract or parcel of land lying and being situated on Gov-
ernors Island in the City of New York, New York County, State of New
York, and being more particularly described as follows:

Beginning at a point at the intersection of the easterly side of Andes Road
and the face of the concrete curb on the easterly side of Andes Road, said
point of beginning being South 59° 06’ 01" West, 60.15 feet from the south-
easterly corner of Building 107, said point of beginning being further de-
scribed as being at North 677,162.36 and East 626,735.48, said coordinates
being based upon the New York State Plane Coordinates, East Zone, NAD
1983; thence from said point of beginning, severing the lands of the subject
owner, the following thirteen (13) courses and distances:

1. North 17° 19' 42" West, 50.11 feet along the said intersection of the eas-
terly side of Andes Road and the face of the concrete curb on the easterly
side of Andes Road to a point of curve;

2. A curve to the right, along the said intersection of the easterly side of
Andes Road and the face of the concrete curb on the easterly side of Andes
Road, having a radius of 133.04 feet, a central angle of 16° 26' 45" and an
arc length of 38.19 feet to a point of tangent;

3. North 00° 53" 45" West, along the said intersection of the easterly side
of Andes Road and the face of the concrete curb on the easterly side of
Andes Road, 83.86 feet to a point of curve;
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4. A curve to the left, along the said intersection of the easterly side of
Andes Road and the face of the concrete curb on the easterly side of Andes
Road, having a radius of 169.95 feet, a central angle of 10° 50' 45" and an
arc length of 32.17 feet to a point of reverse curve;

5. A curve to the right, along the said intersection of the easterly side of
Andes Road and the face of the concrete curb on the easterly side of Andes
Road, having a radius of 20.64 feet, a central angle of 108deg; 22' 59" and
an arc length 39.04 feet to a point of tangent;

6. South 83° 21' 31" East, along the intersection of the southerly side of
the access road between Building 107 and Building 108 and the face of the
concrete curb on the southerly side of said access road, 69.23 feet to a
point of curve;

7. A curve to the right, along the said intersection of the southerly side of
the access road between Building 107 and Building 108 and the face of the
concrete curb on the southerly side of said access road, having a radius of
16.08 feet, a central angle of 78° 17' 48" and an arc length of 21.97 feet
to a point of tangent;

8. South 05° 03' 43" East, along the intersection of the westerly side of the
access road between Building 107 and Building 135A, B & C and the face
of the concrete curb on the westerly side of the access road, 10.73 feet to
a point;

9. South 06° 11' 02" West, 106.20 feet to a point;

10. South 08° 26’ 06" West, 37.63 feet to a point;

11. South 06° 06" 28" West, 39.06 feet to a point;

12. North 85° 53’ 21" West, along the southerly side of the retaining wall
and steps/banister, 20.09 feet to a point; and,

13. South 72° 31' 49" West, through the sidewalk adjacent to Building 106,
41.42 feet to the point of beginning.

The above bearings are based on Grid North, New York State Plane Coordi-
nates, East Zone, NAD 1983.

The above-described parcel is more particularly shown and described on
a survey plat by Clough, Harbour & Associates, LLP.

Containing 0.44 of an acre, more or less (19,354 +/- square feet).

Tract 01-104

All that certain tract or parcel of land lying and being situated on Gov-
ernors Island in the City of New York, New York County, State of New
York, and being more particularly described as follows:

Beginning at a point on the northerly side of Carder Road on the southerly
projection of the easterly face (back) of the concrete curb at the east end
of the parking lot immediately adjacent to Building 140, said point of be-
ginning being South 80° 04' 13" East, 115.55 feet from the southeasterly
corner of Building 140, said point of beginning being further described as
being at North 677,594.25 and East 626,794.40, said coordinates being
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based upon the New York State Plane Coordinates, East Zone, NAD 1983;
thence from said point of beginning, severing the lands of the subject
owner, the following ten (10) courses and distances:

1. North 83° 26' 43" West, 87.06 feet to a point in said Carder Road;
2. North 75° 34’ 32" West, 181.16 feet to a point in said Carder Road;

3. North 14° 25' 29" East, 4.94 feet to a point at the intersection of the
northerly side of Carder Road and the face of the concrete curb on the
northerly side of Carder Road;

4. North 75° 50’11” West, along the said intersection of the northerly side
of Carder Road and the face of the concrete curb on the northerly side of
Carder Road, 12.81 feet to a point;

5. A non-tangent curve to the right, along the said intersection of the north-
erly side of Carder Road and the face of the concrete curb on the northerly
side of Carder Road, having a radius of 12.88 feet, a central angle of 75°
32' 13" and an arc length of 16.98 feet to a point, said curve having a chord
bearing and distance of North 19° 31’ 30" West, 15.78 feet to a point;

6. North 35° 19’ 06" East, along the intersection of the easterly side of the
Soissons Docks access road and the face of the concrete sidewalk on the
easterly side of the Soissons Docks access road, 57.05 feet to a point;

7. South 50° 30’ 54" East, 7.92 feet to a point on the eastern side of a brick
retaining wall;

8. North 35° 17' 38" East, along and parallel to the said eastern side of a
brick retaining wall, 15.36 feet to a point on the southerly side of the gran-
ite seawall;

9. South 75° 38' 30" East, along the southerly side of the granite seawall,
255.90 feet to a point; and,

10. South 14° 18' 59" West, 70.64 feet to the point of beginning.

The above bearings are based on Grid North, New York State Plane Coordi-
nates, East Zone, NAD 1983.

The above-described parcel is more particularly shown and described on
a survey plat by Clough, Harbour & Associates, LLP.

Containing 0.51 of an acre, more or less (22,265 +/- square feet).
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Proclamation 7648 of February 28, 2003
American Red Cross Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Throughout our history, Americans have been committed to helping the
suffering, the disadvantaged, and those in need of help. The American Red
Cross represents the compassion of our Nation in action. During American
Red Cross Month, we honor this remarkable organization and recognize its
proud heritage of service.

For more than 121 years, the Red Cross has upheld its mission to provide
relief to victims of disasters and to help people prevent, prepare for, and
respond to emergencies. Last year, the Red Cross helped victims of more
than 70,000 disasters, ranging from dwelling fires to widespread catas-
trophes such as hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, and wildfires. Around the
world, the Red Cross contributed to international efforts that aided other
countries devastated by natural disasters, assisted people in getting access
to safe drinking water, and battled malnutrition and life-threatening dis-
eases. More than half a million U.S. military families received direct assist-
ance from the Red Cross, helping them stay connected with their loved
ones, despite difficult circumstances.

The American Red Cross also strengthens our communities by encouraging
citizens to be involved and to help their neighbors in need. Last year, more
than 1.2 million everyday heroes volunteered at their local Red Cross chap-
ters, and almost 12 million more took the time to learn lifesaving skills
such as first aid, CPR, and defibrillator use. And more than 4 million citi-
zens answered the call for blood donors, giving 7.2 million blood donations
through the American Red Cross.

During these times of great consequence, the mission of the Red Cross is
more critical than ever. As our Nation confronts new challenges, the Amer-
ican Red Cross and its partners are working with the Federal Government
and the emergency planning community to help keep America safe.
Through its “Together We Prepare” campaign, the Red Cross is a vital part-
ner with the Department of Homeland Security in empowering individuals
and families to protect themselves and be prepared for the unexpected.

Countless people across our country turn to the American Red Cross every
day for blood and blood products, disaster assistance, and vital community
services. We are grateful for this essential and inspiring organization, and
we celebrate its legacy of help, hope, and healing for those in need.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America and Honorary Chairman of the American Red Cross, by virtue
of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 2003 as American Red Cross Month. As
we celebrate this month, I call upon all citizens to become partners in pre-
paredness with their local Red Cross chapters and to become active partici-
pants in advancing the noble mission of the American Red Cross.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth
day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the
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Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7649 of February 28, 2003
Irish-American Heritage Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

From the earliest days of our Republic, America has inspired the hopes and
dreams of countless individuals from around the world who have come to
share in our gifts of freedom, justice, and opportunity. During Irish-Amer-
ican Heritage Month, we celebrate the contributions of these talented and
industrious citizens and recognize their rich legacy of ingenuity, creativity,
and achievement.

Throughout our history, America has welcomed millions of Irish immi-
grants to its shores. These proud people arrived seeking a better life for
themselves, their families, and future generations. Many courageous indi-
viduals came during the terrible years of Ireland’s Great Famine in the mid-
dle of the 19th century, and their road to prosperity was not easy. Many
faced significant obstacles, including discrimination and poverty. Despite
these challenges, Irish Americans have risen to success in every sector of
our society.

Americans of Irish descent have played a vital role in shaping our history
and culture. Nineteen Presidents of the United States have claimed Irish
heritage. One-third to one-half of the American troops during the Revolu-
tionary War and 9 of the 56 signers of the Declaration of Independence
were Irish Americans. Irish Americans explored our frontiers, built many
of our Nation’s bridges, canals, and railroads, and their proud record of
public service helped to fortify our democracy.

In all areas of American life, Irish Americans have made significant and en-
during contributions to our great country. America is a better Nation be-
cause of the efforts of Irish Americans like Henry Ford, who spurred inno-
vation; Bing Crosby, who entertained countless people around the world;
and activist Mary Kenney O’Sullivan, who worked for critical and compas-
sionate social reform. These individuals are just a few of the many Irish
Americans who helped to transform our national identity and whose ac-
complishments reflect the determination, joy, and hope of the Irish. The
faith, perseverance, and spirit of the Irish have helped to strengthen our
families, our communities, our ideals, and our national character.

Today, approximately one in four Americans can trace their ancestry in
part to Ireland’s green shores, and we are proud of and grateful for the
many Irish Americans who continue to enrich our country.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 2003 as Irish-Amer-
ican Heritage Month. I call upon all Americans to observe this month by
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learning about and commemorating the contributions of Irish Americans to
our Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth
day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7650 of February 28, 2003
National Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Colorectal cancer touches the lives of many Americans. This year, it is esti-
mated that more than 148,000 new cases of colorectal cancer will be diag-
nosed. More than 56,000 people may die from this disease, making it a
leading cause of cancer death in our Nation. We have achieved great
progress in understanding what causes colorectal cancer, and how it devel-
ops and spreads. This fourth national observance once again helps increase
awareness. Increased awareness can help us reach my Administration’s
goal, known as “Healthy People 2010,” administered by the Department of
Health and Human Services, to reduce the rate of colorectal cancer deaths
by 34 percent by the year 2010.

Like many cancers, the development of colorectal cancer can take many
years. Screening is an important tool to help detect colorectal cancer early
by identifying precancerous growths or polyps, when treatment is more
likely to be successful.

More than 90 percent of people who are diagnosed with colorectal cancer
are over the age of 50. Yet, recent data indicates that less than 40 percent
of adults age 50 or older have had one of the available colorectal cancer
screening tests within recommended intervals. Researchers estimate that if
everyone age 50 or older received regular colorectal cancer screenings, at
least one-third of the deaths would be prevented.

Individuals must realize the importance of talking with their healthcare
providers about when to begin screening, which tests to have, the benefits
and risks of each test, and how often to schedule appointments. To help
our citizens detect this disease, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services (CMS) provides Medicare coverage for regular colorectal cancer
screening tests to help detect precancerous conditions or colorectal cancer
early.

The National Cancer Institute (NCI), a component of the National Institutes
of Health, is the Nation’s principal research agency in the fight against
colorectal cancer. The NCI invested approximately $245 million in 2002,
and it will dedicate an estimated $267 million this year to advance our un-
derstanding of this disease. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) also plays an important role in our efforts to save lives and reduce
the burden of colorectal cancer. Last year, the CDC allocated $12 million
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to educate the public and health professionals about colorectal cancer
screening, and to conduct and support research efforts related to increasing
national colorectal cancer screening rates.

The CDC, CMS, and NCI are participating together in the Screen for Life:
National Colorectal Cancer Action Campaign to educate Americans aged 50
and older, particularly minority groups, about the benefits of colorectal
cancer screening. Another coordinated effort is the Health Disparities
Collaboratives, a public-private partnership that involves the Health Re-
sources and Services Administration, CDC, NCI, and the Institute for
Healthcare Improvement. These groups are focusing on screening and fol-
low-up care for people who traditionally lack access to quality health care.

During this month, I encourage Americans to join me in the crucial effort
to save lives by taking action against colorectal cancer by talking with
healthcare providers about screening, telling friends and family members
about the importance of early detection, and providing support for those
diagnosed with colorectal cancer. By working together to increase aware-
ness and supporting research about this disease, we can make a difference
in the lives of our citizens and people around the world.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 2003 as National
Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month. I call upon all Americans to reaffirm
our Nation’s continuing commitment to controlling and curing colorectal
cancer.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth
day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7651 of February 28, 2003
Women’s History Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As our Founding Fathers worked to develop the framework of our Nation,
Abigail Adams wrote to her husband: “I long to hear that you have declared
an independency—and by the way in the new Code of Laws which I sup-
pose it will be necessary for you to make I desire you would Remember
the Ladies, and be more generous and favorable to them than your ances-
tors.” An early advocate of women’s rights, a farm and financial manager,
and the mother of an American President, John Quincy Adams, Abigail
Adams is one of many American women who helped establish the strength
and vitality of our Nation. During Women’s History Month, we recognize
the generations of American women whose important contributions con-
tinue to shape our Nation and enrich our society.
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Through vision, hard work, and determination, countless American women
have broadened opportunities for themselves and for others at home, in the
community, and in the workplace. In 1809, Mary Kies became the first
woman to receive a U.S. patent. By developing a method of weaving straw
with silk, she helped advance American industry and set an inspiring ex-
ample for other American women. Her pioneering efforts helped define our
country’s entrepreneurial spirit and paved the way for future generations
of women to take pride in their talents and creativity.

Since Mary Kies’ groundbreaking achievement, many American women
have become successful entrepreneurs and business professionals. In 1905,
Madam C.J. Walker started her own business by creating and selling hair
care products for African-American women. After a decade, her company
was highly successful and employed more than 3,000 people, and at the
time, was the largest African-American owned business in the United
States. Today, Madam Walker is remembered for her business accomplish-
ments, efforts to create new opportunities for women, and for her contribu-
tions to her community.

Driven by the legacy of these extraordinary figures, American women from
all backgrounds continue to break barriers and fulfill their personal and
professional potential. At the dawn of the 21st century, women have more
choices than ever before. Between 1992 and 2002, the number of female
college graduates in the United States has increased from 15.9 million to
23.6 million. Women account for 47 percent of all employed persons and
are entering the American workforce in record numbers. In the last 10
years, their ranks have increased by 8.7 million. Furthermore, women-
owned small businesses are growing twice as fast as all other U.S. firms,
employing 7 million Americans and contributing to the vitality of our econ-
omy. To build on these successes, my Administration will continue our
work to promote policies that advance the aspirations, hopes, and dreams
of every American.

This month, as we celebrate remarkable women in our Nation’s past, I en-
courage all citizens to recognize the countless American women whose ef-
forts continue to enhance the economic, social, and cultural life of our
great Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 2003 as Women’s His-
tory Month. I call upon all the people of the United States to observe this
month with appropriate ceremonies and activities and to remember
throughout the year the many contributions of American women.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth
day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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Proclamation 7652 of February 28, 2003
Save Your Vision Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Each year, the number of Americans who suffer from vision loss increases,
yet half of all blindness can be prevented through early detection and treat-
ment. During Save Your Vision Week, we renew our commitment to pro-
tecting eyesight by promoting healthy eye care and by encouraging Ameri-
cans to receive routine vision screenings and dilated eye exams.

Our sense of sight affects how we work, communicate, and learn. All
Americans must be aware of the risk of vision loss and take steps to pre-
serve and protect their eyesight, beginning with getting regular eye exams,
using the appropriate protective eyewear, and maintaining a healthy life-
style. These small steps can make a big difference. When Americans take
responsibility for improving their health, our whole society benefits.

Healthy vision is especially critical to our children’s ability to receive a
good education and establish a strong foundation in life. According to the
American Optometric Association, 80 percent of learning depends on vi-
sion, yet 86 percent of children entering school have not had a thorough
eye examination. Due to hereditary and prenatal factors, from a very early
age, many children are at high risk for potentially severe eye diseases, in-
cluding retinopathy of prematurity (ROP), amblyopia, and congenital glau-
coma. One in four kids will develop myopia as teenagers. Children need
regular eye care from birth to prevent and treat conditions that lead to vis-
ual impairment and blindness. Parents play a key role in obtaining eye care
for their children and must be knowledgeable about the potential threats
to a child’s eyesight. For the future of our Nation, it is vital that we care
for the visual health and well-being of America’s children so they are able
to reach their full potential.

As part of my HealthierUS Initiative and my Administration’s ongoing
commitment to helping the American people live healthier lives, I encour-
age all Americans to get preventative health screenings. These screenings
may tell you if you are prone to developing certain diseases, can help pro-
tect your vision, and could even save your life. I particularly urge parents
to ask their children’s doctors about vision screenings and eye exams,
which can help ensure eye diseases and conditions are detected and treated
early, when treatment is most effective. Through education about healthy
vision and promotion of good eye care, we help protect the eyesight of
countless people across our Nation.

The Congress, by joint resolution approved December 30, 1963, as amended
(77 Stat. 629; 36 U.S.C. 138), has authorized and requested the President
to proclaim the first week in March of each year as “Save Your Vision
Week.” During this week, I encourage all Americans to learn more about
ways to prevent eye problems and to help others maintain the precious gift
of sight.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim March 2 through March 8, 2003, as Save
Your Vision Week. I urge all Americans to make eye care and eye safety
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an important part of their lives and to include dilated eye examinations in
their regular health maintenance programs. I invite eye care professionals,
teachers, the media, and all public and private organizations dedicated to
preserving eyesight to join in activities that will raise awareness of meas-
ures all Americans can take to protect and sustain our vision.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth
day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7653 of March 14, 2003
National Poison Prevention Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

More than 40 years ago, President John F. Kennedy signed into law Na-
tional Poison Prevention Week. The annual observance of this week con-
tinues to help American families learn how to protect their children from
accidental poisonings.

Every year more than one million children under 5 years of age are ex-
posed to poisonous household chemicals and medicines, and an estimated
30 children die as a result of these accidental poisonings. Almost every
child poisoning could be prevented. The death of even one child from poi-
soning is too many and for this reason, Poison Prevention Week Council
members representing 37 national organizations coordinate events each
year to raise awareness of childhood poisonings and to encourage preventa-
tive steps that all Americans can take to protect the lives of our children.

The theme of this year’s National Poison Prevention Week, “Children Act
Fast . . . So Do Poisons!” reminds parents that they always must be
watchful when household chemicals or drugs are stored and used. Many
incidents occur when adults are using a product and are distracted for only
a brief time. Unfortunately, it only takes a moment for a small child to grab
and swallow something that could be poisonous. To guard against these ac-
cidents, we must keep medicines and household chemicals locked up, out
of sight and reach of young children at all times. The Consumer Product
Safety Commission requires child-resistant packaging for certain toxic
medicines and chemicals, but it is vital we recognize that the packaging is
not “child-proof,” and must be monitored with great care.

When poisoning is suspected, individuals should immediately call the na-
tional toll-free number, 1-800-222—-1222 to speak to the nearest poison
control center. This telephone number and local poison control centers are
available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and can provide life-saving emer-
gency advice. Regional Poison Control Centers in the United States provide
information on recommended treatment for the ingestion of household
products and medicines, and parents and those responsible for taking care
of children are encouraged to keep the national toll-free number on their
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telephones. In cases of an emergency, callers should remain calm and pro-
vide the Poison Control Center expert with essential information about the
victim’s age, weight, existing health conditions, and details about the sub-
stance that was inhaled, swallowed, or absorbed by the victim. Through
our vigilance, we can work together to help stop child poisonings and give
every child an opportunity for a bright future.

To encourage Americans to learn more about the dangers of accidental
poisonings and to take more preventive measures, the Congress, by joint
resolution approved September 26, 1961, as amended (75 Stat. 681), has au-
thorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation designating
the third week of March each year as “National Poison Prevention Week.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim March 16 through 22, 2003, as National
Poison Prevention Week. I call upon all Americans to observe this week
by participating in appropriate ceremonies and activities and by learning
how to prevent poisonings among children.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day
of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7654 of March 18, 2003

Greek Independence Day: A National Day of Celebration of
Greek and American Democracy, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

After nearly 400 years of rule by the Ottomans, Greece declared its inde-
pendence on March 25, 1821. Long before that, ancient Athenians created
a Greek culture that valued human liberty and dignity, and modern Greeks
have demonstrated that preserving freedom is a powerful motivating force.
Today, on Greek Independence Day, we recognize the ancient Greek influ-
ence in framing our own Constitution and celebrate the Greek-American
heritage that continues to strengthen our communities and enrich our soci-
ety.

Bound by history, mutual respect, and common ideals, America and Greece
have been firm allies in the great struggles for liberty. Our countries fought
together in every major twentieth-century war, and today, we remain
united in the war against terror that threatens the future of every nation.
We are working together to achieve peace and prosperity in the Balkans
and southeastern Mediterranean. As the current president of the European
Union, Greece is also playing a critical role in our efforts to confront many
other global problems that affect our nations and our world.

Our commitment to the friendship between our two nations has grown
from strong bonds of tradition and shared fundamental values. On Greek
Independence Day, I encourage all Americans to recognize the countless
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contributions Greek Americans have made to our country. Embodying the
independence and creativity that have made our country strong, their
proud history is a source of inspiration for our Nation and our world.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 25, 2003, as Greek
Independence Day: A National Day of Celebration of Greek and American
Democracy. I call upon all the people of the United States to observe this
day with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day
of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7655 of March 24, 2003
Cancer Control Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Millions of Americans are winning the fight against cancer, but much work
remains. More than 3,500 Americans are diagnosed with cancer each day,
and more than 45,000 will die from the disease this month. Yet, experts
believe that half of all cancer deaths are preventable. With exercise, nutri-
tion, and healthy behavior, we can help prevent this deadly disease and
save lives. During Cancer Control Month, we renew our commitment to
over coming cancer by learning more about its prevention and early detec-
tion.

To protect against disease, Americans can make smart choices that will
lead to longer, healthier lives. A critical step that Americans can take to
improve their health and reduce the risk of cancer is to avoid the use of
tobacco. Also, avoiding excessive drinking and sun exposure can help
guard against cancer and help ensure better health.

Improvements in diet and fitness can help prevent many serious health
problems. A diet rich in fruits and vegetables and regular physical activity
help protect us from illness and can add years to our lives. Research sug-
gests that we can decrease the number of cancer deaths in America by one-
third simply by changing our diets and getting more exercise.

Preventative health screening is vital to early detection and treatment of
cancer. Regular screening can save lives and enhances the well-being of our
Nation. Screening can detect many forms of cancer at earlier, less dan-
gerous stages, allowing patients to seek treatment and defeat the cancer be-
fore it spreads. I urge all Americans to talk to their doctors about when to
start preventative screening and how often to schedule appointments.

Our Nation’s investment in cancer prevention and research is making a dif-
ference, and recent medical discoveries offer hope to many Americans. The
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National Cancer Institute (NCI) is currently sponsoring more than 60 clin-
ical trials on cancer prevention and screening. One major clinical trial for
men and women at risk for lung cancer began this year, and is investigating
the most effective method of detecting lung cancer in order to reduce
deaths from this devastating disease.

As part of my HealthierUS Initiative and my Administration’s ongoing
commitment to helping the American people live healthier lives, I encour-
age all Americans to eat right, get more exercise, and take advantage of pre-
ventative screening. To learn more about ways to prevent cancer, you can
talk to your doctor or contact the NCI's Cancer Information Service at 1—
800-4-CANCER or visit its Internet address at http://www.cancer.gov.
Through healthy lifestyles, a better understanding of this disease, and new
technology, I believe we will achieve a victory over cancer.

In 1938, the Congress of the United States passed a joint resolution (52
Stat. 148; 36 U.S.C. 103) as amended, requesting the President to issue an
annual proclamation declaring April as “Cancer Control Month.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim April 2003 as Cancer Control Month. I en-
courage concerned citizens, government agencies, private businesses, non-
profit organizations, and other interested groups to join in activities that
will increase awareness of measures all Americans can take to prevent and
control cancer.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth
day of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7656 of March 26, 2003
National Child Abuse Prevention Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Our Nation has an important responsibility to create a caring environment
in which our children can flourish and reach their full potential. As we
observe the 20th anniversary of National Child Abuse Prevention Month,
we recognize the significant progress we have made to increase the safety
and security of our children. We also renew our commitment to protecting
our most vulnerable citizens from harm. Child abuse and neglect are na-
tional tragedies, and we must work together to eradicate them.

Every day, thousands of children are mistreated by their parents, guardians,
relatives, or caregivers. On average, three children a day die as a result of
abuse and neglect, and countless others remain silent, their pain unnoticed
and unreported. These children face challenges that no child deserves, and
young people who have experienced abuse may grow into adults who are
self-destructive and damaging to our communities. To help these children
become healthy and happy adults, parents and caregivers must provide
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them with love, security, emotional support, and a strong connection to
their extended families and communities.

To help ensure the safety and well-being of our children, my Administra-
tion is committed to supporting and strengthening families. In the last year,
we have worked with faith-based and community organizations to promote
healthy marriages, responsible fatherhood, and partnerships that seek to
prevent child abuse and neglect. We also worked with the Congress to re-
authorize the Promoting Safe and Stable Families program. This year, we
are asking the Congress to fully fund this program at $505 million, an in-
crease of more than 65 percent. In addition, we are working with the Con-
gress to reauthorize the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act. This
important legislation will provide funding to States for child abuse preven-
tion activities and other vital programs.

Every child is a blessing. Through the cooperation of Federal, State, and
local governments, faith-based and community organizations, schools, law
enforcement, and health and human service agencies, we can develop and
enhance successful prevention strategies that protect our young people. In
addition, we must continue to recognize the spirit of compassion in indi-
viduals and community groups across our Nation that offer care, guidance,
and support for young people, parents, and caregivers. By working to-
gether, we can put hope in our children’s hearts and ensure healthy and
safe lives for all our children.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 2003 as National Child
Abuse Prevention Month. I encourage all Americans to join together to sup-
port strong families, protect our children from abuse, neglect, and maltreat-
ment, and make our Nation a more promising place for all.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sixth
day of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7657 of March 28, 2003

To Take Certain Actions Under the African Growth and
Opportunity Act With Respect to the Republic of The
Gambia and the Democratic Republic of Congo

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

1. Section 506A(a)(1) of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the “1974
Act”) (19 U.S.C. 2466a(a)(1)), as added by section 111(a) of the African
Growth and Opportunity Act (title I of Public Law 106-200) (AGOA), au-
thorizes the President to designate a country listed in section 107 of the
AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3706) as a “beneficiary sub-Saharan African country” if
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the President determines that the country meets the eligibility requirements
set forth in section 104 of the AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3703), as well as the eligi-
bility criteria set forth in section 502 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2462).

2. Section 104 of the AGOA authorizes the President to designate a country
listed in section 107 of the AGOA as an “eligible sub-Saharan African coun-
try” if the President determines that the country meets certain eligibility
requirements.

3. Section 112(b)(3)(B) of the AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3721(b)(3)(B)) provides spe-
cial rules for certain apparel articles imported from “lesser developed bene-
ficiary sub-Saharan African countries.”

4. Pursuant to section 104 of the AGOA and section 506A(a)(1) of the 1974
Act, I have determined that the Republic of The Gambia (The Gambia)
meets the eligibility requirements set forth or referenced therein, and I have
decided to designate The Gambia as an eligible sub-Saharan African coun-
try and as a beneficiary sub-Saharan African country.

5. Pursuant to section 104 of the AGOA, I have determined that the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo (DROC) meets the eligibility criteria set forth
therein, and I have decided to designate DROC as an eligible sub-Saharan
African country.

6. I have further decided to authorize the United States Trade Representa-
tive (USTR) to exercise the authority provided to the President under sec-
tion 506A(a)(1) of the 1974 Act with respect to DROC. The USTR shall an-
nounce any such exercise of authority in a notice published in the Federal
Register.

7. The Gambia satisfies the criterion for treatment as a “lesser developed
beneficiary sub-Saharan African country” under section 112(b)(3)(B) of the
AGOA. DROCG, if it is designated as a beneficiary sub-Saharan African
country, would also satisfy the criterion for treatment as a “lesser devel-
oped beneficiary sub-Saharan African country” under section 112(b)(3)(B)
of the AGOA.

8. Section 604 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2483) authorizes the President
to embody in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTS)
the substance of the relevant provisions of that Act, and of other acts affect-
ing import treatment, and actions thereunder, including the removal, modi-
fication, continuance, or imposition of any rate of duty or other import re-
striction.

9. With respect to any designation of DROC as a beneficiary sub-Saharan
African country, I have decided to authorize the USTR to exercise the au-
thority provided to the President under section 604 of the 1974 Act to em-
body modifications and technical or conforming changes in the HTS.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, acting under the authority vested in me by the Constitution
and the laws of the United States of America, including sections 506A and
604 of the 1974 Act and section 104 of the AGOA, do proclaim that:

(1) The Gambia is designated as an eligible sub-Saharan African country
and as a beneficiary sub-Saharan African country.

(2) In order to reflect this designation in the HTS, general note 16(a) to
the HTS is modified by inserting in alphabetical sequence in the list of
beneficiary sub-Saharan African countries “Republic of The Gambia.”
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(3) DROC is designated as an eligible sub-Saharan African country.

(4) The USTR is authorized to exercise the authority provided to the
President under section 506A(a)(1) of the 1974 Act with respect to DROC.
The USTR shall announce any such exercise of authority in a notice pub-
lished in the Federal Register. To implement any designation of DROC as
a beneficiary sub-Saharan African country, the USTR is authorized to exer-
cise the authority provided to the President under section 604 of the 1974
Act to embody modifications and technical or conforming changes in the
HTS.

(5) For purposes of section 112(b)(3)(B) of the AGOA, The Gambia is a
lesser developed beneficiary sub-Saharan African country. If it is des-
ignated as a beneficiary sub-Saharan African country, DROC would also be
a lesser developed beneficiary sub-Saharan African country for purposes of
section 112(b)(3)(B) of the AGOA.

(6) Any provisions of previous proclamations and Executive Orders that
are inconsistent with this proclamation are superseded to the extent of
such inconsistency.

(7) The modification to the HTS made by this proclamation shall be ef-
fective with respect to articles entered, or withdrawn from warehouse for
consumption, on or after the date of publication of this proclamation in the
Federal Register.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth
day of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7658 of April 1, 2003
National Donate Life Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Advances in medical research and technology are helping our citizens to
live longer and better lives. An important aspect of these improvements is
transplant technology. Today, up to 50 lives can be saved or enhanced by
just one organ and tissue donor. During National Donate Life Month, we
honor living and deceased donors and their families across our Nation who
have renewed the lives of others, and we call upon more Americans to fol-
low their example.

Through our Nation’s organ and tissue donor programs, thousands of Amer-
icans have given the gift of life. In 2002, 24,851 organ transplants and
32,744 corneal transplants were performed in the United States. In addi-
tion, the National Bone Marrow Donor Registry facilitated an average of 173
transplants each month. These donors’ spirit of giving reflects the compas-
sion of our great Nation.
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Unfortunately, the current rate of donation is inadequate to meet the grow-
ing needs of our fellow Americans. Nearly 81,000 of our citizens are on the
national organ transplant waiting list. Each day, an average of 68 of these
individuals receive an organ transplant, yet another 17 on the waiting list
die. As a Nation, we must strive to meet the needs of all Americans await-
ing such donations.

Through the “Gift of Life Donation Initiative,” my Administration is work-
ing to educate our Nation about the importance of becoming a donor. Dur-
ing National Donate Life Month, more than 6,000 partners, including Fed-
eral agencies, State governments, private industries, unions, fraternal orga-
nizations, and associations have committed to promoting organ and tissue
donation awareness. As a result, millions of Americans will learn about the
many ways they can help those in need and save lives.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 2003 as National Do-
nate Life Month. I call upon our citizens to sign an organ and tissue donor
card and to be screened for bone marrow donation. I also urge healthcare
professionals, volunteers, educators, government agencies, and private orga-
nizations to help raise awareness of the important need for organ and tissue
donors in communities throughout our Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this First day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7659 of April 4, 2003
National Crime Victims’ Rights Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Crime brings trauma, pain, and insecurity into the lives of too many Ameri-
cans each year. As we work to reduce crime and protect the rights of the
accused, we must take equal care to protect the rights of their victims. Dur-
ing National Crime Victims’ Rights Week, we remember those who have
suffered as a result of crime and honor those who have helped these vic-
tims.

Americans suffered over 24 million crimes in 2001, 5.7 million of which
involved violence. While we have improved policies and our justice system
has treated victims with greater respect in recent years, we must continue
our work to ensure the full rights of all crime victims and better protect
our citizens. My Administration believes that victims of violent crime have
important rights that deserve protection in our Constitution, and to guar-
antee these rights, I strongly support the passage of the bipartisan Crime
Victims’ Rights Amendment. This amendment will provide victims of vio-
lent crime the right to reasonable and timely notice of any public pro-
ceedings involving the crime or release of the perpetrator, and the right to
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be heard at public proceedings regarding the criminal’s sentence or poten-
tial release. It will also assure that such victims receive timely notice of
any escape of their attacker. Under this amendment, decision makers will
duly consider the victim’s safety and payment of restitution from the of-
fender to the victim. This important amendment will strike the right bal-
ance in protecting individual rights and ensuring fairness and equity in our
criminal justice system.

Across our Nation, victims’ rights groups work on behalf of victims every
day. Through care and compassion, these groups and individuals are bring-
ing hope and comfort to their neighbors in need. Domestic violence shel-
ters, support groups for families of homicide victims, rape crisis centers,
and other organizations in our cities and communities offer vital assistance
to individuals who have been affected by crime. In times of such crises,
counselors, hotline operators, clergy, doctors, nurses, law enforcement, and
countless others also help their fellow Americans cope with their pain and
suffering.

As a Nation, we must continue to seek justice on behalf of all people who
have been victimized by crime. The heroes in these efforts are the individ-
uals and organizations who work to provide valuable support and assist-
ance to those who have suffered from crime. This week allows us to recog-
nize these heroes and renew our commitment to fulfilling the promise of
our Nation of justice for all.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 6 through April 12,
2003, as National Crime Victims’ Rights Week. I encourage every commu-
nity to embrace the cause of victims’ rights and to advance it in all sectors
of our society.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7660 of April 8, 2003
National Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

America’s former prisoners of war (POWSs) are national heroes whose serv-
ice to our country will never be forgotten. These brave men and women
who fought for America and endured cruelties and deprivation as prisoners
of war helped to protect our Nation, liberated millions of people from the
threats of tyranny and terror, and advanced the cause of freedom world-
wide.

This year, our Nation commemorates the 50th anniversary of the signing
of the armistice to end armed conflict in the Korean War. We remember
Operation Little Switch, conducted April through May 1953, that freed 149
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American POWSs, and Operation Big Switch, conducted August through
September 1953, which returned 3,597 Americans to our country. Finally,
Operation Glory, conducted July through November 1954, was responsible
for the return of the remains of 2,944 Americans from North Korea. During
this observance, we also recognize and honor the more than 8,100 Ameri-
cans still unaccounted for from the Korean War.

This year also marks the 30th anniversary of Operation Homecoming, in
which 591 American POWs from Vietnam were returned. We also recog-
nize and honor those Americans still unaccounted for from the Vietnam
War.

All of these individuals are to be honored for their strength of character
and for the difficulties they and their families endured. From World War
II, the Korean War, and Vietnam, to the 1991 Gulf War, Operation Iraqi
Freedom, and other conflicts, our service men and women have sacrificed
much to secure freedom, defend the ideals of our Nation, and free the op-
pressed. By answering the call of duty and risking their lives to protect oth-
ers, these proud patriots continue to inspire us today as we work with our
allies to extend peace, liberty, and opportunity to people around the world.

As we honor our former POWs, we are reminded of our current POWs, cap-
tured in Operation Iraqi Freedom. We will work to secure their freedom,
and we pray for their speedy and safe return. These brave men and women
in uniform follow in the footsteps of these former POWs who placed coun-
try above self to advance peace in a troubled world.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 9, 2003, as National
Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day. I call upon all the people of the
United States to join me in remembering former American prisoners of war
by honoring the memory of their sacrifices and in praying for the safe re-
turn of our POWSs. I also call upon Federal, State, and local government of-
ficials and private organizations to observe this day with appropriate cere-
monies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7661 of April 9, 2003
National D.A.R.E. Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Drugs destroy the hopes, dreams, and the health of our children, and we
must continue to work to reduce drug use among America’s young people.
Today we honor Drug Abuse Resistance Education (D.A.R.E.), the most
widely recognized substance abuse and violence prevention curriculum in
America. As we celebrate the 20th anniversary of this important program,
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we recognize D.A.R.E.’s proud record of helping millions of young people
lead productive, drug-free, and violence-free lives, and reaffirm our com-
mitment to end illegal drug use among our youth.

D.AR.E. was founded in 1983 by the Los Angeles Police Department
(LAPD), which faced an overwhelming drug use problem among juveniles
and saw the need for a program to educate children and young adults about
the destructive realities of substance abuse. Teaming with the Los Angeles
Unified School District, the LAPD sent specially trained police officers into
classrooms to teach middle school students how to resist peer pressure and
make positive decisions. Since that beginning 20 years ago, D.A.R.E. has
grown to reach 36 million students in more than 300,000 classrooms in the
United States and around the world. Today, D.A.R.E. programs are taught
in 80 percent of our Nation’s school districts.

D.A.R.E.’s in-school curriculum focuses on giving children practical skills
to avoid becoming involved in drugs, gangs, and violence. D.A.R.E. officers
serve as supportive role models and encourage young people to develop
healthy self-esteem. D.A.R.E. also helps young people in the critical after-
school hours through D.A.RE. P.L.U.S. (Play and Learn Under Super-
vision), a follow-up program that serves as a safe and fun alternative to the
local streets. D.A.R.E. P.L.U.S. is designed to encourage middle school stu-
dents to start taking responsibility for their actions and to engage in activi-
ties other than drug use.

One of the core principles of my National Drug Control Strategy is to stop
drug use before it starts, and D.A.R.E. and D.A.R.E. P.L.U.S. play an impor-
tant role in my community-based approach. Through these programs, par-
ents, educators, law enforcement officials, and other caring citizens are
joining together in a collaborative fight against illegal drugs. However, we
have more to do to reduce illegal drug use among America’s youth. The
most effective way to reduce the supply of drugs is to reduce the demand,
and I am confident that we can help accomplish this goal through a focus
on effective, family-centered education and prevention.

Toward this end, I have proposed the creation of a Parents Drug Corps to
educate and train parents to lead the effort in preventing drug use among
children and teens. In addition, I have asked the Congress to support mil-
lions of parents and concerned citizens in communities nationwide by dou-
bling funding for the Drug-Free Communities Support Program. These new
efforts will complement our ongoing work to surround our most vulnerable
children with caring adults who can offer support, guidance, and encour-
agement.

As we honor the dedicated individuals whose extraordinary efforts make
D.A.R.E. work, we resolve to continue to help young people avoid the dan-
gers of drug use and violence. By helping to ensure that all our children
are educated and supported by positive and caring role models, we con-
tribute to a promising future that offers hope and opportunity for all.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 10, 2003, as National
D.A.R.E. Day. I call upon all the people of the United States, particularly
our youth, parents, and educators, to observe this day by joining the fight
against drugs in our communities. I also encourage our citizens to express
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appreciation for the law enforcement officers, volunteers, and others who
work to help young people avoid the dangers of drug use.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7662 of April 10, 2003
Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As a Nation, we must work to ensure that all our children have the oppor-
tunity to reach their full potential and achieve their dreams. On Education
and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2003, we renew our commitment to providing
quality education and to teaching our children the values that prepare them
for lives as good neighbors and citizens.

Education has always been one of our Nation’s top priorities. We place
great reliance and confidence in our public education system, recognizing
that it is one of the most important institutions of our free society. By help-
ing our young citizens learn and develop skills, education has spurred our
progress and prosperity, driven our Nation’s economy, and enriched our
culture.

Over the last 2 years, my Administration has taken significant action to
transform public education in America. In one of the most comprehensive
reforms ever passed, the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 strengthened
our school systems and affirmed our fundamental belief in the promise of
every child. By raising expectations and insisting on results, we can make
a difference in the lives of all our children.

As part of our commitment to our children’s future, we must also teach
young Americans to live lives of integrity and purpose, and to realize the
importance of loving others and contributing to their communities. These
values are first learned within the family, but all of our citizens, and espe-
cially our teachers, can support parents in the character education of our
children. By guiding young people to understand universal values such as
tolerance, honesty, commitment to family, service to others, and respect for
the dignity of every life, our schools and communities can help our Nation
fulfill its great potential.

For the past 19 years, on the anniversary of his birth, we have recognized
the contributions of the Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the
Lubavitcher Rebbe who was instrumental in establishing numerous edu-
cational, social, and rehabilitative institutions. The Rebbe believed that
education is critical in cultivating the moral character of students. He lived
what he said: “A single good deed on your part could transform the world.”

Today in the United States, there is a growing momentum of acts of kind-
ness. Across our country, millions of Americans are helping to reinforce a
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culture of service, citizenship, and responsibility, and are applying the
compassion of America to our biggest problems and deepest wounds. To
build on these successes, we must instill these values in our next genera-
tion of leaders. Amidst a world of challenges, we can equip our children
to carry our Nation into a future of promise and possibility for all.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 13, 2003, as Education
and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I call upon all Americans to invest in our Nation’s
future by helping our children understand the importance of character and
provide them the knowledge and values necessary to succeed.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7663 of April 11, 2003
Pan American Day and Pan American Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Our Nation takes great pride in the unity of the Pan American community.
We enjoy strong bonds of friendship with our neighbors throughout the
Western Hemisphere, and the almost 33 million citizens of Latin American
and Caribbean descent who are a part of the rich cultural diversity of our
country. Their contributions have enriched our Nation. In the Western
Hemisphere, we share common commitments to overcoming poverty,
achieving peace and prosperity for all, and providing safety in our hemi-
sphere. As we observe Pan American Day and Pan American Week, we
renew our dedication to working with the Pan American community of na-
tions to protect democracy, promote economic growth, and provide for the
defense and security of all our citizens.

The governments of the region continue to make important progress in ad-
vancing democracy, as demonstrated by the free, fair, and transparent elec-
tions that took place throughout the region this past year. The United
States joins with our neighbors in the hemisphere in congratulating the citi-
zens and governments of those nations on their achievements, and my Ad-
ministration remains dedicated to working with the democratically elected
governments of the Americas to defend freedoms whenever and wherever
they are threatened. The historic Inter-American Democratic Charter, adopt-
ed on September 11, 2001, continues to guide efforts across the region to
protect human rights and political freedoms, combat corruption, promote
good governance, and strengthen democratic institutions.

The countries of our hemisphere have made great strides in opening their
economies in recent decades, and we must continue to work towards open
exchanges of ideas and goods throughout Pan America. To promote these
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goals, we must welcome the expansion of economic integration and renew
our dedication to creating a Free Trade Area of the Americas.

Ensuring hemispheric security remains one of our most important common
objectives. Today and in the future, we will continue our efforts to safe-
guard our citizens and to ensure that individuals throughout our hemi-
sphere enjoy the full benefits of freedom. By working together, we can
achieve the Pan American goals of protecting democracy and human rights,
defeating tyranny, and overcoming poverty and lawlessness.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 14, 2003, as Pan Amer-
ican Day, and April 13 through April 19, 2003, as Pan American Week. I
encourage the Governors of the 50 States, the Governor of the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, and the officials of other areas under the flag of the
United States of America to honor these observances with appropriate cere-
monies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7664 of April 15, 2003
National Fair Housing Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The Fair Housing Act was signed on April 11, 1968, just one week after
the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. This landmark bill, Title
VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968, resulted from the hard work and lead-
ership of Dr. King and others in the civil rights movement and was an im-
portant step toward confronting discrimination against minorities in hous-
ing. As we celebrate the 35th anniversary of this historic legislation, we re-
affirm our commitment to ensuring that all Americans have equal access
to housing.

The Fair Housing Act of 1968 has helped open doors of opportunity for
countless families. Since its passage, America has made significant progress
in achieving equal housing access for all individuals.

Despite this progress, more work remains in our struggle to achieve equal-
ity and racial justice. Prejudice and discriminatory practices in housing
still exist in America. A recent lending study showed that minorities con-
tinue to receive less information, less assistance, and less favorable terms
and conditions than non-minorities while applying for home loans. These
practices are wrong. As a Nation, and as individuals, we must be vigilant
in responding to discrimination wherever we find it and ensuring that mi-
nority families have access to housing. With my minority homeownership
initiative and its partnership with the private sector, I have set a goal to
increase the number of minority homeowners by 5.5 million by 2010.
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All Americans should know their housing rights, and the Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) is working to increase public
awareness of fair housing laws, including those combating discrimination
in mortgage lending. The 2004 budget request for HUD includes $50 mil-
lion for fair housing—a 9 percent increase over 2003 funding—with a sub-
stantial portion specifically allocated for increased education and outreach
efforts. The Department is also collaborating with the Federal Deposit In-
surance Corporation on a financial education program in minority neigh-
borhoods. In addition, the HUD, Education, and the Treasury Departments
are advancing initiatives to educate families about homeownership through
counseling programs and financial literacy efforts.

We are also vigilantly enforcing fair housing laws, showing no tolerance for
those who discriminate. The Office of Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity
at HUD is working with private industry and fair housing and community
advocates to promote voluntary compliance and to ensure that consumers
are treated in a lawful, respectful manner. When warranted, the Department
of Justice takes legal action to protect our citizens from discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, or national origin.

Finally, we are working to increase the supply of accessible housing for
citizens with disabilities. HUD continues to aggressively enforce the law on
behalf of people with disabilities, and the Department is working coopera-
tively with builders, architects, and others to provide technical assistance
to help construct more handicapped-accessible housing.

Fair Housing Month provides an opportunity to place special emphasis on
our goal to increase homeownership throughout our country. Together, we
can advance toward a future where all our citizens have access to a key
element of the American Dream—homeownership.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 2003 as National Fair
Housing Month. I call upon the people of the United States to learn more
about their rights and responsibilities under the Fair Housing Act and the
roles they can individually and collectively play to combat housing dis-
crimination.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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Proclamation 7665 of April 18, 2003
National Park Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

America is a land of majestic beauty, and we are blessed with immeas-
urable natural wealth. Americans are united in the belief that we must pre-
serve this treasured heritage and conserve these natural resources for the
benefit and enjoyment of the American people.

As a Nation, we can be proud of our diverse parklands, ranging from the
rugged wilderness of snow-capped mountains, thick forests, sweeping
desert sands, and remote canyons to national symbols such as the Statue
of Liberty and the Lincoln Memorial. Our National Park Service has a long
and important history. In 1864, the Federal Government ensured a grand
natural landscape for generations to come when it designated Yosemite
Valley and the Mariposa Grove of giant sequoias to be “held for public use,
resort, and recreation . . . inalienable for all time.” Eight years later in
1872, the Congress created the first national park in the Yellowstone region
of the Territories of Montana and Wyoming. Finally, in 1916, the National
Park Service was established to efficiently administer our growing number
of parks, which today includes 388 national parks on more than 84 million
acres of public lands. These lands continue to be cherished by all our citi-
zens.

The full and safe enjoyment of our national parks depends on dedicated
National Park Service employees and thousands of people who volunteer
their time to conserve these sites. This year’s theme for National Park
Week, “Celebrating Volunteers,” recognizes their valuable contributions to
conserving and maintaining our natural, cultural, and historical heritage.

Across the country, my Administration is promoting volunteer service, en-
couraging public-private partnerships, and advocating community-based in-
terest in our national parks. We are committed to ensuring that our land
is conserved, our air is clean, our water is pure, and our parks are open
and accessible to all Americans. Recently, my Administration re-launched
Take Pride in America, a national partnership that engages volunteers from
every corner of America to enhance our parks and other public lands. As
part of the USA Freedom Corps initiative, Take Pride in America will en-
courage more Americans to take part in volunteer service opportunities
available on public lands.

My Administration has also supported improvements in park management
and is working to reduce the park maintenance backlog. My fiscal year
2004 budget includes over $1 billion to reduce the maintenance backlog,
an increase of $180 million over last year’s request, along with $76 million,
a $9 million increase over last year’s request, for the National Park Service
Natural Resource Challenge to monitor “vital signs” of conditions in our
parks. This initiative will help conserve native species and habitats, main-
tain our natural resources, eradicate invasive species, and provide the pub-
lic with information about resources in our parks. In addition, my Admin-
istration has developed the website www.recreation.gov, which is a user-
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friendly way to obtain information about recreational opportunities in the
national parks and other public recreation sites.

As we observe National Park Week, I encourage all citizens to explore our
national parks and to commit to the conservation and stewardship of these
timeless treasures. By working together, we can ensure that these special
places thrive for generations to come.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 21 through April 27,
2003, as National Park Week. I call upon the people of the United States
to join me in recognizing the importance of our national parks and to learn
more about these areas of beauty, their historical significance, and the
many ways citizens can volunteer to help preserve these precious re-
sources.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7666 of April 25, 2003

National Charter Schools Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Charter schools provide many children with a first-class education, and
they have gained national recognition for their accountability standards, in-
novative programs, and success with young people. The high expectations
they set and the opportunities for development they create help students
attending charter schools realize their potential and achieve their dreams.

Charter schools are held to the same standards, including curriculum
standards, as traditional schools, and are also accountable to students, par-
ents, and community leaders for producing results and improving achieve-
ment. By defining expected goals and offering options for children trapped
in low-performing schools, charter schools help improve the overall quality
of education in America.

The success of charter schools is evident in the achievements of the chil-
dren who attend those schools and in the positive response from the com-
munities they serve. In little more than a decade, 2,700 charter schools
have opened in 36 States and the District of Columbia, and nearly two-
thirds of these schools have waiting lists. Forty States and the District of
Columbia have enacted charter school laws, and this year four additional
States began considering charter school laws. To help State and local dis-
tricts provide parents with more quality education alternatives, I have pro-
posed increased funding for charter schools so that more of our children
can receive the gift of a good education.
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The accomplishments of charter schools prove that we can improve our
public education system by replacing low expectations with a culture of
achievement that rewards success and does not tolerate failure. Over the
last 2 years, my Administration has taken steps to realize this vision by
supporting accountability for results, expanded parental choice, increased
local flexibility, and a focus on what works. With the No Child Left Behind
Act of 2001, we continue to build a stronger educational foundation for
America’s children. States are now responsible for improving student
achievement in public schools by maintaining tough academic standards
and setting annual progress goals. The law further requires regular testing
to ensure all students are proficient in reading and math and to help iden-
tify learning problems.

My Administration is working to provide the resources schools need to
fund education reform and achieve these high standards. We have in-
creased funding for elementary and secondary education by 36 percent in
the last 2 years, and the Federal Government will spend nearly $24 billion
on these programs this year. Through the new Reading First program, over
$500 million has been distributed to 29 States to assist with reading pro-
grams that help ensure that our children will know how to read by the
third grade. Expansions of our charter schools, and reforms in traditional
public schools, are helping build the mind and character of our future lead-
ers.

During National Charter Schools Week, we renew our commitment to our
children and their education. I urge every American to visit a charter
school and learn about its efforts to help children in their community.
Charter schools are just one of many successful alternatives that ensure that
no child is left behind. By raising expectations and fostering hope, we can
help build a future of promise for our next generation of Americans.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 27 through May 3,
2003, as National Charter Schools Week. I commend the States with charter
schools, and I call on parents of charter school children to share their suc-
cess stories with others so that all Americans may understand more about
the important work of charter schools.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7667 of April 25, 2003
National Volunteer Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Volunteering is central to the American character and is a fundamental ex-
pression of responsible citizenship. From our Nation’s earliest days, people
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came together to do whatever was needed for the public gopod—from raising
barns and providing mutual security to organizing educational activities
and caring for their neighbors. Though our country has changed dramati-
cally since its founding, the need for service has not. During National Vol-
unteer Week, we recognize our proud legacy of volunteer service and re-
solve to encourage more Americans to continue strengthening our country
by helping others.

This is a time for all Americans to be active citizens, not spectators. For
that reason, I have created the USA Freedom Corps to mobilize our citizens
and provide opportunities for individuals and organizations to contribute
to important causes. As part of this initiative, I have asked all Americans
to dedicate at least 4,000 hours over the rest of their lives to serving their
neighbors and their Nation. Since that call to service, our citizens have re-
sponded with an outpouring of kindness that is transforming our country,
one heart and one soul at a time. According to the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics, more than 59 million Americans volunteered last year through chari-
table organizations.

These individuals served in a variety of ways—mentoring and tutoring chil-
dren, providing companionship to the elderly, running community theaters
and arts programs, cleaning highways and parks, staffing essential commu-
nity organizations, and offering physical and spiritual aid to the hungry
and homeless. In addition, citizen volunteers have contributed to the ongo-
ing war on terror by helping families and communities prevent, prepare for,
and respond to emergencies. Across our Nation, our citizens are recog-
nizing that everyone can do something to help and that serving those in
need benefits the volunteer also.

My Administration has taken several steps to build on this progress and
continue the momentum created by these millions of acts of service. Most
recently, I formed the President’s Council on Service and Civic Participa-
tion, and charged them with creating a nationwide recognition program
called the President’s Volunteer Service Awards. These awards will be
given to individuals and organizations engaged in a variety of volunteer
services who have made a sustained commitment to service over the course
of 1 year, and enhance our ability to pay tribute to volunteers and the im-
pact their service has on our communities and our country.

National Volunteer Week offers each of us the opportunity to recognize one
of the true strengths of our Nation—the compassionate spirit of our citi-
zens. I urge all Americans to continue to uphold this spirit and answer the
call to service to help ensure that all our citizens realize the promise of
America. Together, we can achieve a hopeful future for all.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 27 through May 3,
2003, as National Volunteer Week. I call on all Americans to join together
to celebrate the invaluable work that volunteers perform every day across
our country, and to commit themselves to do more for their neighbors in
need through the many volunteer programs available in their communities.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7668 of April 30, 2003
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

America is strengthened by the rich cultural diversity of our people, and
we are blessed to be a Nation that welcomes individuals of all races, reli-
gions, and cultural backgrounds. The values and traditions of the Asian/
Pacific-American community—love of family, entrepreneurship, excellence
in education, and community service—have strengthened us as a Nation.
During Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month, we celebrate the contribu-
tions of these talented and hard-working citizens and recognize their rich
legacy of ingenuity, perseverance, and achievement.

Many Asian/Pacific immigrants came to America to discover the promise
of our Nation and to realize their dreams. Their contributions were critical
in establishing a robust economy. Asian/Pacific Americans also worked
tirelessly to build our national railroad infrastructure, paving the way for
our western expansion and growth as a world leader. Generations of Asian/
Pacific Americans have proudly served our Nation with honor and courage
in wars and conflicts, including most recently in Operation Iraqi Freedom
and Operation Enduring Freedom. Today, as in the past, their dedication
and service to advancing peace in a troubled world upholds the values that
make our country strong.

Asian/Pacific Americans are also helping to shape America’s future. As en-
trepreneurs, artists, educators, public servants, scientists, and explorers,
they challenge the minds of our next generation, expand commerce and in-
novation, probe the frontiers of space, and search for cures for the world’s
diseases. Our children are also inspired by the contributions and sacrifices
of dedicated individuals such as inventor An Wang, experimental physicist
Chien-Shiung Wu, Challenger astronaut Ellison Onizuka, Columbia astro-
naut Kalpana Chawla, and sculptor Isamu Noguchi.

Since the earliest days of America, people from all cultures have traveled
to our Nation seeking the promise of freedom, opportunity, and justice. As
an integral part of our society, Americans of Asian and Pacific heritage
share in the pursuit of this American Dream. I join with all Americans in
celebrating this rich and diverse culture, and I encourage every citizen to
recognize the role of Asian/Pacific Americans in building and sustaining
our Nation.

To honor the achievements of Asian/Pacific Americans, the Congress by
Public Law 102-450 as amended, has designated the month of May each
year as “Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month.”
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim May 2003 as Asian/Pacific American Herit-
age Month. I call upon our citizens to learn more about the history of
Asian/Pacific Americans and how they have contributed to the culture and
heritage of our Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7669 of April 30, 2003
Older Americans Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Advances in medicine, public health, science, and technology are keeping
Americans healthier and adding years to our lives. As our population of
senior citizens continues to grow, our Nation remains dedicated to ful-
filling our promises to these valuable members of our society. This year’s
observance of Older Americans Month, “What We Do Makes A Difference,”
recognizes the important contributions of older Americans and the network
of services that support them. Older Americans continue to work in a vari-
ety of jobs, from teachers, to engineers, to business owners and entre-
preneurs, and in so doing bring invaluable experience and leadership
skills. Additionally, their wisdom, strength, and compassion reflect the
character of our great Nation. During this month, we honor our seniors and
thank them for the lessons they teach us and the strong values they instill
in families and communities throughout our country.

Serving as examples to others, throughout our Nation every day, older
Americans are engaging in acts of compassion. Over a half million mem-
bers of the Senior Corps are volunteering their time and talents to help
those in need. Retired doctors, nurses, police, and firefighters are helping
communities prepare for emergencies, and countless other older Americans
are bringing comfort and care to their families and neighbors. These indi-
viduals understand the importance of service, and their efforts are helping
to build a more welcoming society. Many food banks, clothing distribution
programs, and other social service activities of faith-based and community
organizations could not operate without the senior Americans who volun-
teer in these efforts.

As these individuals continue to work on our behalf, our Nation is working
to fulfill our obligations to older Americans by providing them with good
health care and other services to enhance their lives. My Administration
is coordinating with State and Area Agencies on Aging, and faith-based and
community organizations to better provide essential services, such as
meals, nutrition, counseling, and health screening, to our seniors. Seven
million older Americans and their families are currently being served by
a large network of Federal, State, tribal, local partnerships, and thousands
of volunteers. The services provided by these groups make it easier for
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older Americans to remain in their homes, communities, and the work-
place, which helps preserve their dignity and independence.

In addition, our Medicare system is our binding commitment as a caring
society. When Medicare was signed into law 38 years ago, it was designed
to bring the healing miracle of modern medicine to our senior citizens. We
must renew our commitment to giving seniors access to the preventative
medicines and new drugs that are transforming health care in America.
Medicare must be available in a variety of forms, and older Americans
must have the opportunity to choose the healthcare plan that best fits their
needs. My Administration will continue its efforts to improve programs
that support older Americans and to offer innovative options for long-term
care.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 2003 as Older Ameri-
cans Month. I commend our senior citizens for their many contributions to
our society. I further commend the network of Federal, State, local, and
tribal organizations, service and healthcare providers, caregivers, and mil-
lions of dedicated volunteers for their daily efforts on behalf of our senior
citizens. I encourage all Americans to honor their elders, to find opportuni-
ties to address their needs, and to work together to reinforce the bonds that
unite families and communities. I also call upon all our citizens to publicly
reaffirm our Nation’s commitment to older Americans this month, and
throughout the year.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7670 of April 30, 2003

Law Day, U.S.A., 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

America was founded on the ideals of liberty and equality for all, and the
Framers of the Constitution created three branches of the national Govern-
ment to uphold these principles. The third branch, the Judicial, is respon-
sible for administering justice fairly and impartially. On Law Day, we rec-
ognize the achievements of our Nation’s legal system and our independent
Judiciary in sustaining the rights and liberties we cherish.

George Washington wrote, “The administration of justice is the firmest pil-
lar of government.” Our Judicial branch upholds the rule of law in our so-
ciety and strengthens our democracy. Under the Constitution, judges are
granted the solemn responsibility of providing fair and impartial resolution
of criminal and civil disputes.
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This year’s Law Day theme, “Independent Courts Protect Our Liberties,” fo-
cuses on one of the foundations of our constitutional system: judicial inde-
pendence, provided in the Federal system by life tenure and an assured
level of compensation. In order to ensure equality for all citizens and fair-
ness in the judicial process, our judges must serve as impartial arbiters who
do not have a stake in their decisions or seek to achieve a biased outcome
or particular result in the cases they oversee.

Our constitutional system of separation of powers places careful limits on
the powers of judges and separates the responsibilities of making laws and
interpreting laws between the Legislative and Judicial branches. Inde-
pendent Federal judges have the autonomy to make decisions and interpret
the law unfettered by outside influences. In this way, we are assured that
our laws will be interpreted justly and applied with uniformity.

Our Nation’s judges must be men and women of exemplary character, wis-
dom, experience, and good temperament, and have a willingness to work
hard. They must be jurists who will honor the public office with which
they are entrusted.

This Law Day, we recognize the vital role of independent judges in uphold-
ing justice in courts throughout our land, and we resolve to continue to
support and strengthen the Judicial branch, thereby helping to preserve our
rights and liberties.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, in accordance with Public Law 87-20, as amended, do hereby
proclaim May 1, 2003, as Law Day, U.S.A. I call upon all the people of the
United States to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and activi-
ties. I also call upon Government officials to display the flag of the United
States in support of this national observance.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7671 of April 30, 2003
Loyalty Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

To be an American is not a matter of blood or birth. Our citizens are bound
by ideals that represent the hope of all mankind: that all men are created
equal, endowed with unalienable rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness. On Loyalty Day, we reaffirm our allegiance to our country and
resolve to uphold the vision of our Forefathers.

Our founding principles have endured, guiding our Nation toward progress
and prosperity and allowing the United States to be a leader among nations
of the world. Throughout our history, honorable men and women have
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demonstrated their loyalty to America by making remarkable sacrifices to
preserve and protect these values.

Today, America’s men and women in uniform are protecting our Nation,
defending the peace of the world, and advancing the cause of liberty. The
world has seen again the fine character of our Nation through our military
as they fought to protect the innocent and liberate the oppressed in Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom. We are honored by the service of foreign nationals in
our Armed Services whose willingness to risk their lives for a country they
cannot yet call their own is proof of the loyalty this country inspires. Their
service and sacrifice are a testament to their love for America, and our sol-
diers’ honor on and off the battlefield reaffirms our Nation’s most deeply
held beliefs: that every life counts, and that all humans have an
unalienable right to live as free people.

These values must be imparted to each new generation. Our children need
to know that our Nation is a force for good in the world, extending hope
and freedom to others. By learning about America’s history, achievements,
ideas, and heroes, our young citizens will come to understand even more
why freedom is worth protecting.

Last September, I announced several initiatives that will help improve stu-
dents’ knowledge of American history, increase their civic involvement,
and deepen their love for our great country. The We the People initiative
will encourage the teaching of American history and civic education by
providing grants for curriculum development and training seminars. The
Our Documents initiative will use the Internet to bring information about
and the text of 100 of America’s most important documents from the Na-
tional Archives to classrooms and communities across the country. These
initiatives are important, for it is only when our children have an under-
standing of our past that they will be able to lead the future.

This Loyalty Day, as we express allegiance to our Nation and its founding
ideals, we resolve to ensure that the blessings of liberty endure and extend
for generations to come.

The Congress, by Public Law 85-529, as amended, has designated May 1
of each year as “Loyalty Day,” and I ask all Americans to join me in this
day of celebration and in reaffirming our allegiance to our Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim May 1, 2003, as Loyalty Day. I call upon
all the people of the United States to join in support of this national ob-
servance. I also call upon government officials to display the flag of the
United States on all government buildings on Loyalty Day.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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Proclamation 7672 of April 30, 2003
National Day of Prayer, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

We are a Nation whose people turn to prayer in times of our most heartfelt
sorrow and our moments of greatest joy. On this National Day of Prayer,
first called for more than 225 years ago by the Continental Congress, we
come together to thank God for our Nation’s many blessings, to acknowl-
edge our need for His wisdom and grace, and to ask Him to continue to
watch over our country in the days ahead.

America welcomes individuals of all backgrounds and religions, and our
citizens hold diverse beliefs. In prayer, we share the universal desire to
speak and listen to our Maker and to seek the plans He has for our lives.
We recognize the ways that He has blessed our land abundantly, and we
offer thanks for these gifts and for the generosity of our Nation in helping
those in need. We are grateful for our freedom, for God’s love, mercy, and
forgiveness, and for a hope that will never be shaken.

Today, our Nation is strong and prosperous. Our Armed Forces have
achieved great success on the battlefield, but challenges still lie ahead.
Prayer will not make our path easy, yet prayer can give us strength and
hope for the journey.

As we continue to fight against terror, we ask the Almighty to protect all
those who battle for freedom throughout the world and our brave men and
women in uniform, and we ask Him to shield innocents from harm. We
recognize the sacrifice of our military families and ask God to grant them
peace and strength. We will not forget the men and women who have fall-
en in service to America and to the cause of freedom. We pray that their
loved ones will receive God’s comfort and grace.

In this hour of history’s calling, Americans are bowing humbly in churches,
synagogues, temples, mosques, and in their own homes, in the presence of
the Almighty. This day, I ask our Nation to join me in praying for the
strength to meet the challenges before us, for the wisdom to know and do
what is right, for continued determination to work towards making our so-
ciety a more compassionate and decent place, and for peace in the affairs
of men.

The Congress, by Public Law 100-307, as amended, has called on our citi-
zens to reaffirm the role of prayer in our society and to honor the religious
diversity our freedom permits by recognizing annually a “National Day of
Prayer.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim May 1, 2003, as a National Day of Prayer.
I ask the citizens of our Nation to pray, each after his or her own faith,
in thanksgiving for the freedoms and blessings we have received and for
God’s continued guidance and protection. I also urge all Americans to join
in observing this day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activi-
ties.
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IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7673 of May 2, 2003
Jewish Heritage Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The extraordinary heritage of Jewish Americans reflects the strength and
spirit of our Nation. Their deep family and community ties and strong reli-
gious traditions exemplify America’s cultural diversity. Jewish Heritage
Week provides an opportunity to recognize the contributions of Jewish
Americans to our country and to celebrate their commitment to faith, fam-
ily, and freedom.

The Jewish people began their search for freedom more than 3,000 years
ago. From the struggle of the Exodus, to the miracle of the Maccabees, to
the horrors of the Holocaust, to the creation of the democratic State of
Israel, Jews have faced and survived many challenges. Jews draw on their
faith to provide hope for the future.

For centuries, Jews have immigrated to the United States to realize their
dreams and enjoy the blessings of religious tolerance and individual lib-
erty. Today, Jewish Americans play an important role in the success and
growth of our country. Their accomplishments in education, industry,
science, art, literature, and dozens of other fields have strengthened our Na-
tion and enriched our culture.

Throughout their history, Jewish Americans have demonstrated that good-
ness can overcome evil. Guided by moral principles, they bring to our Na-
tion a rich heritage that recognizes the dignity of every citizen and the pos-
sibilities of every life. Countless Jewish charitable organizations are helping
serve the men, women, and children across our country who are in need.
Their works of kindness and mercy help to build a more generous and
compassionate Nation.

During this week, we also recognize the many Jewish Americans serving
in our Armed Forces who are working to rid the world of terror and bring
freedom and justice to the oppressed. Every generation of Americans must
rise to meet its own challenges, and this generation of Jewish Americans
is standing strong to defend our freedoms and help make America a land
of opportunity for all.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 4 through May 11, 2003,
as Jewish Heritage Week. I urge all Americans to learn more about the rich
history of Jewish Americans and to celebrate their contribution to our cul-
tural diversity.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7674 of May 7, 2003
Mother’s Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On Mother’s Day, we honor the dedicated and caring women who are de-
voted to their families and committed to improving the world their chil-
dren will inherit. Our first President, George Washington, said that his
mother was “the most beautiful woman I ever saw. All I am I owe to my
mother.” America owes much of its goodness and strength to mothers, in-
cluding adoptive mothers, stepmothers, and foster mothers.

Mother’s Day began as a day of love and friendship, designed to help heal
families divided across battle lines during the Civil War. In 1914, President
Woodrow Wilson signed a resolution officially establishing Mother’s Day to
honor the role of women in the family. On Mother’s Day, 2003, we carry
on the tradition by recognizing our mothers for their strength and compas-
sion. We also recognize them for showing unconditional love and teaching
positive values.

Mothers nurture a child’s physical and emotional growth, nurse illness,
ease failure, and cheer success. They instill important values in children
and help provide the tools they need to make the right choices and grow
up to be responsible, compassionate, and successful members of society.

As we honor our mothers on this special day, we celebrate their contribu-
tions to the character of our next generation of leaders. And we remember
the lessons our mothers have taught us: That it is better to give than to re-
ceive, that we must love our neighbors as ourselves, and that service to oth-
ers brings joy.

The Congress, by a joint resolution approved May 8, 1914, as amended (38
Stat. 770), has designated the second Sunday in May each year as “Moth-
er’s Day” and has requested the President to call for its appropriate observ-
ance. It is my honor and privilege to do so again.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim May 11, 2003, as Mother’s Day. I encourage
all Americans to express their love, respect, and appreciation to mothers
everywhere for their contributions to their children, families, communities,
and our Nation. I also call upon citizens to observe this day with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day of
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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Proclamation 7675 of May 9, 2003
Peace Officers Memorial Day and Police Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Every day across the country, from our largest cities to our quietest cross-
roads, peace officers stand watch over our citizens, selflessly risking their
lives to protect individuals, families, neighborhoods, and property against
crime. This week, we salute these men and women for their courage, com-
mitment, and service, and we honor those who have fallen in the line of
duty. We also reaffirm our commitment to supporting law enforcement by
bringing our communities together to fight crime.

Peace officers fulfill a great calling in upholding the rule of law in our soci-
ety. Law enforcement officers choose their profession and take their oaths
knowing that theirs is a dangerous job. They accept these risks, answering
the call of duty and demonstrating a willingness to serve that reflects the
best of America.

As they work to protect our communities, peace officers often place them-
selves in harm’s way. Some make the ultimate sacrifice in defense of oth-
ers. During Police Week, and particularly on Peace Officers Memorial Day,
we pay tribute to the 148 law enforcement officers who gave their lives in
the line of duty last year. Those who have fallen are remembered in our
hearts and in the memory of our country. Through their service and sac-
rifice, they have earned our Nation’s respect and gratitude.

As we honor these fallen heroes, we should also resolve to support all law
enforcement officers by becoming active in the fight against crime. Strong
communities and neighborhoods help deter crime. By coming together as
neighbors, and by looking out for each other, Americans can assist law en-
forcement in preventing crime in our communities and also help secure our
homeland from the threat of terrorism. In the new world we face since Sep-
tember 11, one of our best defenses is a vigilant public working with law
enforcement to help protect our land.

I created the USA Freedom Corps to foster a culture of service, citizenship,
and responsibility in America, and to provide opportunities for Americans
to get involved in helping their communities. A key component of Freedom
Corps is the Citizen Corps, which helps coordinate volunteer activities that
make our communities safer, stronger, and better prepared for emergencies.
Since the Citizens Corps was launched last year, more than 500 Citizen
Corps Councils have been established, bringing together first responders,
local government officials, and volunteer service organizations.

Volunteers are also working with police departments through more than
430 Volunteers in Police Service programs in our Nation. Additionally, the
number of registered Neighborhood Watch groups continues to grow. To
build on these successes, we should continue to strengthen partnerships
between citizens and local law enforcement and work to engage more vol-
unteers in public safety and emergency preparedness. By joining together
to fight crime, we honor the memory and uphold the legacy of all those
who gave their lives to preserve our safety and security.
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By a joint resolution approved October 1, 1962, as amended, (76 Stat. 676),
the Congress has authorized and requested the President to designate May
15 of each year as “Peace Officers Memorial Day” and the week in which
it falls as “Police Week,” and, by Public Law 103-322, as amended, (36
U.S.C. 136), has directed that the flag be flown at half-staff on Peace Offi-
cers Memorial Day.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim May 15, 2003, as Peace Officers Memorial
Day and May 11 through May 17, 2003, as Police Week. I call on all Ameri-
cans to observe these events with appropriate ceremonies and activities. I
also call on Governors of the United States and the Commonwealth of Puer-
to Rico, as well as appropriate officials of all units of government, to direct
that the flag be flown at half-staff on Peace Officers Memorial Day. I further
encourage all Americans to display the flag at half-staff from their homes
and businesses on that day.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7676 of May 9, 2003

National Defense Transportation Day and National
Transportation Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

America’s transportation system takes us where we need to go, keeps our
economy moving, and strengthens our Nation’s security. On National De-
fense Transportation Day and during National Transportation Week, we cel-
ebrate how modern transportation has transformed the world and recognize
the men and women who have contributed to its progress. We also renew
our commitment to increasing transportation safety and to keeping our
transportation system on the leading edge of technology.

Our 21st century transportation system safely and securely transports our
citizens and delivers a wide range of goods throughout the country and the
world. In times of war, our transportation system also moves troops and
carries defense cargo efficiently. Preserving and enhancing our transpor-
tation resources makes that infrastructure safer, facilitates growth in busi-
ness and industry, creates jobs, secures our Nation, and improves the qual-
ity of life of our citizens.

To sustain these advantages, we must continue to invest in our Nation’s
transportation systems. From enhancing existing highways, waterways, rail-
way lines, pipelines, and airports, to developing fuel-efficient and reduced-
emissions vehicles, we must work towards improving safety, protecting the
environment, and furthering our national defense. As part of these efforts,
my Administration has announced a hydrogen fuel initiative to reverse
America’s growing dependence on foreign oil by developing the technology
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to produce commercially viable, hydrogen fuel cells, which will help
power cars and trucks with no emissions of air pollution or greenhouse
gases. This new national commitment could make it possible for the first
car driven by a child born today to be powered by hydrogen, and be pollu-
tion-free.

Through the newly created Department of Homeland Security, my Admin-
istration is working towards strengthening protections throughout our na-
tional transportation system. Designed to increase protections for America’s
citizens while maintaining the free flow of goods and people across our
borders, our comprehensive national plan includes selective maritime re-
strictions, increased airport security, and improved railroad infrastructure
security. We are also enforcing temporary flight restrictions and flying
Combat Air Patrols over critical sites, increasing surveillance of hazardous
material shipments within our country, and taking measures to keep haz-
ardous materials away from places where large numbers of people gather.
We are determined to defend the American homeland, and we will do all
in our power to make sure our skies, rails, pipelines, waterways, and roads
are safe from terror.

To recognize the men and women who work in the transportation industry
and who contribute to our Nation’s well-being, and defense, the Congress,
by joint resolution approved May 16, 1957, as amended (36 U.S.C. 120),
has designated the third Friday in May of each year as “National Defense
Transportation Day,” and, by joint resolution approved May 14, 1962, as
amended (36 U.S.C. 133), declared that the week during which that Friday
falls be designated as “National Transportation Week.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim Friday, May 16, 2003, as National Defense
Transportation Day and May 11 through May 17, 2003, as National Trans-
portation Week. I encourage all Americans to learn more about how our
modern transportation system enhances our economy and contributes to
our freedom.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7677 of May 9, 2003
National Safe Boating Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As summer approaches, Americans are looking forward to enjoying our Na-
tion’s rivers, lakes, and oceans. National statistics show that recreational
boating is safer today than ever before, with the number of boating fatalities
declining even as the number of boats increases. However, lives continue
to be lost needlessly, and we must remain committed to boating safety.
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During National Safe Boating Week, we are reminded that practicing simple
steps can make recreational boating safer and more enjoyable.

This year’s theme, “Boat Smart. Boat Safe. Wear It!”” highlights the impor-
tance and ease of wearing life jackets. Drowning remains the number one
cause of recreational boating fatalities. According to the United States Coast
Guard, nearly 80 percent of those who died in boating accidents in 2001
were not wearing life jackets. In many of these cases, life jackets were
available on board, but were useless to the passengers in the boats because
the speed and suddenness of the accident prevented them from having time
to put on their life jackets. The chances of surviving a serious boating acci-
dent increase dramatically by wearing a life jacket. Modern life jackets are
smaller, lighter, and more flexible, making them easier and more com-
fortable to wear.

The National Safe Boating Council, the National Association of State Boat-
ing Law Administrators, and the U.S. Coast Guard are working with other
campaign partners to encourage safe boating practices through the 2003
North American Safe Boating Campaign. In addition to wearing life jackets,
the campaign encourages boaters to enroll in a boating safety class, to en-
sure that boats are properly maintained and checked for safety, to follow
regulations and guidelines relating to homeland security issues, and not to
consume alcohol when operating a boat. More information about staying
safe on the water is available by visiting the U.S. Coast Guard’s Office of
Boating Safety website at www.uscgboating.org. By improving our skills
and increasing our knowledge of recreational boating safety, we can reduce
the loss of life, the injuries, and the property damage that occur on our wa-
terways.

Safe boating also contributes to homeland security and frees the time of
public safety officers to focus on enforcement issues. The same Coast Guard
members, marine patrol, police, and fire officers who respond to rec-
reational boating accidents are also responsible for protecting the security
of our ports and waterways. By avoiding boating accidents, Americans can

help these officials devote more time and effort to safeguarding our home-
land.

In recognition of the importance of safe boating practices, the Congress, by
joint resolution approved June 4, 1958 (36 U.S.C. 131), as amended, has au-
thorized and requested the President to proclaim annually the 7-day period
prior to Memorial Day weekend as “National Safe Boating Week.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim May 17 through May 23, 2003, as National
Safe Boating Week. I encourage the Governors of the 50 States, the District
of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the officials of other
areas subject to the jurisdiction of the United States, to join in observing
this occasion. I also urge boaters to learn about proper boating practices,
including the wearing of life jackets, and to take advantage of boating safety
programs throughout the year.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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Proclamation 7678 of May 15, 2003
National Hurricane Awareness Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Destructive winds, tornadoes, torrential rains, ocean water storm surges,
and flooding make hurricanes one of nature’s most extreme hazards. As
hurricane season approaches, Americans who live in hurricane-prone areas
must prepare to help ensure their safety and minimize damage to their
communities.

Hurricane season officially begins June 1 and continues through November
30. According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), an aver-
age of 10 tropical storms develop in the Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean Sea, and
Gulf of Mexico, and 6 become hurricanes each year. In the past 2 years
alone, 9 tropical storms and 1 hurricane hit our country, causing 54 deaths
and more than $6 billion in damages. While we cannot stop these storms
from occurring, we can take steps to limit our vulnerability. Being aware
of the dangers of tropical storms and hurricanes and knowing what to do
to mitigate their devastating effects are our best defenses.

Federal, State, and local agencies across America are working diligently to
prepare our communities for natural disasters. Beginning this year, NOAA’s
hurricane forecasts will look 5 days into the future, rather than 3 days. This
enhanced forecasting ability, combined with efforts to improve the accu-
racy of hurricane warnings, enables coastal residents and emergency per-
sonnel to more effectively prepare for a storm’s arrival. In addition, Federal
agencies such as FEMA and organizations such as the American Red Cross
have teamed up with State and local agencies, rescue and relief organiza-
tions, the private sector, and the news media to distribute information to
the public and coordinate efforts before, during, and after a tropical storm
or hurricane has struck.

To help individuals prepare for an approaching tropical storm or hurricane,
FEMA recommends practical measures, to make sure that homes and busi-
nesses are ready by developing a plan for what to do; securing loose objects
and protecting property by covering glass with plywood or shutters; and
creating a disaster supply kit with flashlights, a battery-powered radio, food
that does not need refrigeration, water, and first aid supplies. The National
Weather Service also encourages acquiring a weather radio equipped with
the Specific Area Message Encoder feature that provides automatic alerts
when important weather information is issued for an area. For more infor-
mation on how to prepare for the ravages of hazardous weather, you can
go to the National Weather Service website at www.nws.noaa.gov.

Millions of Americans are at risk of being personally affected by a tropical
storm or hurricane. More than one in six Americans in the continental
United States lives along the Eastern Atlantic or Gulf of Mexico coast, and
millions of tourists visit these areas annually. Because of the growing popu-
lations in coastal areas, it is essential that Americans prepare for hurricanes
and other natural disasters. During National Hurricane Awareness Week,
we promote awareness of these weather hazards, organize our efforts, and
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work to improve our ability to endure and survive tropical storms and hur-
ricanes.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 18 through May 24,
2003, as National Hurricane Awareness Week. I call upon government
agencies, private organizations, schools, and news media in hurricane-
prone areas to share information about hurricane preparedness and re-
sponse in order to help prevent storm damage and save lives. I also call
upon Americans living in these coastal areas of our Nation to use this op-
portunity to learn more about how to protect themselves against the effects
of hurricanes and tropical storms.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7679 of May 16, 2003
World Trade Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Trade expands prosperity, helps raise millions from poverty, and is an en-
gine of economic growth within our Nation and around the world. Trade
injects new energy and vitality into the global economy by fostering the ex-
change of ideas and innovations among people around the world. Free and
open trade also helps promote peace and security. During World Trade
Week, we renew our commitment to developing and implementing trade
policies that create new opportunities and promote global economic
growth.

My Administration is pursuing an ambitious trade agenda that is restoring
America’s leadership in the global trading system. We worked hard for the
passage of the Trade Act of 2002, which reinstated Trade Promotion Au-
thority after an 8-year lapse. Trade Promotion Authority re-established the
ability of the United States to credibly negotiate comprehensive trade agree-
ments by ensuring that agreements will be approved or rejected, by the
Congress, but not amended. This gives other countries renewed confidence
in their trade negotiations with the United States.

To extend the benefits of trade and to improve the lives of people in our
Nation and around the world, my Administration continues to pursue glob-
al, regional, and bilateral trade agreements. Through the Doha Development
Agenda negotiations at the World Trade Organization, the United States is
seeking to strengthen the multilateral trading system, increase market ac-
cess opportunities, and promote global development. Regionally, we are
working to build on the success of the North American Free Trade Agree-
ment (NAFTA) with the Free Trade Area of the Americas, which will ex-
pand free trade benefits throughout the Western Hemisphere. We are also
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encouraging the free flow of trade and investment in the Pacific among our
partners in the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation forum and the Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Nations. In addition, we are negotiating a free trade
agreement with five Central American democracies and will soon begin free
trade agreement negotiations with the Southern African Customs Union to
help spur economic growth in these two regions. Bilaterally, I recently
signed a historic free trade agreement with Singapore—the first of its kind
between the United States and an Asian/Pacific country, and we are final-
izing a similar agreement with Chile. Free trade agreement negotiations are
also underway with Australia and Morocco.

In America, trade is also critical to maintaining our economic competitive-
ness in the global market. It has been estimated that one in eleven Amer-
ican jobs—over 12 million—are supported by exports of goods and services.
In the 1990s, exports accounted for about one-quarter of our economic
growth. Our Nation’s two major trade agreements during this time, NAFTA
and the Uruguay Round, provided consumers with a greater choice of
goods at better prices, while raising living standards for a typical American
family of four by up to $2,000 a year.

My Administration is also providing assistance to help trade-impacted
workers adapt to the challenge of international competition. The Trade Ad-
justment Assistance program helps trade-impacted workers gain or enhance
job-related skills and find new jobs. The program provides eligible workers
with up to 2 years of training, income support during training, job search
assistance, and relocation allowances.

World trade allows all nations to share in the great economic, social, and
political progress of our age and provides a foundation for a more peaceful
and stable world. This week, we recognize the importance of free trade in
promoting prosperity and freedom in the United States and around the
world.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 18 through May 24,
2003, as World Trade Week. I encourage all Americans to observe this
week with events, trade shows, and educational programs that celebrate the
benefits of trade to our Nation and the global economy.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7680 of May 21, 2003
National Maritime Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Today, as in the past, America depends on our maritime services to help
ensure our security, promote our prosperity, and advance the universal
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hope of freedom. We honor the service and proud history of our merchant
mariners and also recognize their important contributions in strengthening
our economy.

For generations, merchant marines and commercial sailors have assisted in
the defense of our Nation. Most recently, more than 5,000 merchant mari-
ners supported Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom by serving
aboard 157 ships moving essential supplies to our troops. As they continue
to support our troops in the ongoing war on terror, their mission continues
to be dangerous and difficult, and remains vital to our efforts to defend the
peace.

We also remember the vital role the Merchant Marine has played in past
conflicts. More than 6,000 merchant mariners lost their lives during World
War II, and more than 700 U.S. merchant ships were lost. Even before the
United States declared war, merchant mariners were making perilous runs
to Europe with desperately needed supplies. President Franklin Roosevelt,
the first President to issue a proclamation honoring merchant mariners,
wrote of their role during wartime: “They have delivered the goods when
and where needed in every theater of operations and across every ocean
in the biggest, the most difficult and dangerous transportation job ever un-
dertaken.” We are grateful for the contributions and sacrifices of America’s
merchant mariners before and after World War II, in Korea, Vietnam, the
Persian Gulf, and around the world today.

In addition to their efforts to support our troops, merchant marines play
a vital role in moving the goods that we produce around the United States
and throughout the world. Their work provides jobs and economic benefits
to our country, and strengthens our economy. By operating as the eyes and
ears of America at sea, they also help protect our homeland.

In recognition of the importance of the U.S. Merchant Marine, the Con-
gress, by joint resolution approved on May 20, 1933, as amended, has des-
ignated May 22 of each year as “National Maritime Day,” and has author-
ized and requested that the President issue an annual proclamation calling
for its appropriate observance.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim May 22, 2003, as National Maritime Day.
I call upon the people of the United States to celebrate this observance and
to display the flag of the United States at their homes and in their commu-
nities. I also request that all ships sailing under the American flag dress
ship on that day.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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Proclamation 7681 of May 22, 2003
Prayer for Peace, Memorial Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On Memorial Day, America undertakes its solemn duty to remember the sa-
cred list of brave Americans who have sacrificed their lives for the cause
of freedom and the security of our Nation. By honoring these proud Sol-
diers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines, and Coast Guardsmen lost throughout our
country’s history, we renew our commitment to upholding the democratic
ideals they fought and died to preserve.

Each Memorial Day, we pray for peace throughout the world, remembering
what was gained and what was lost during times of war. From the bravery
of the men at Valley Forge, to the daring of Normandy, the courage of Iwo
Jima, and the steady resolve in Afghanistan and Irag, our men and women
in uniform have won for us every hour that we live in freedom. During this
year’s observance, we particularly recognize the courageous spirit of the
men and women in our Nation’s Armed Forces who are working with our
coalition partners to restore civil order, provide critical humanitarian aid,
and renew Afghanistan and Iraq. As we honor those who have served and
have been lost, we better understand the meaning of patriotism and citizen-
ship, and we pledge that their sacrifices will not be in vain.

Throughout our history, the decency, character, and idealism of our mili-
tary troops have turned enemies into allies and oppression into hope. In
all our victories, American soldiers have fought to liberate, not to conquer;
and today, the United States joins with a strong coalition in the noble
cause of liberty and peace for the world. On this day, America honors her
own, but we also recognize the shared victories and hardships of our allied
forces who have served and fallen alongside our troops.

The noble sacrifices of our service men and women will not be forgotten.
Every name, every life is a loss to our military, to our Nation, and to their
loved ones. Americans stand with the families who grieve, and we share
in their great sorrow and great pride. There will be no homecoming on this
Earth for those lost in battle, but we know that this reunion will one day
come.

In respect for their devotion to America, the Congress, by a joint resolution
approved on May 11, 1950, as amended (64 Stat. 158), has requested the
President to issue a proclamation calling on the people of the United States
to observe each Memorial Day as a day of prayer for permanent peace and
designating a period on that day when the people of the United States
might unite in prayer. The Congress, by Public Law 106-579, has also des-
ignated the minute beginning at 3:00 p.m. local time on that day as a time
for all Americans to observe the National Moment of Remembrance.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim Memorial Day, May 26, 2003, as a day of
prayer for permanent peace, and I designate the hour beginning in each lo-
cality at 11:00 a.m. of that day as a time to unite in prayer. I also ask all
Americans to observe the National Moment of Remembrance beginning at
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3:00 p.m. local time on Memorial Day. I urge the press, radio, television,
and all other media to participate in these observances.

I also request the Governors of the United States and the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, and the appropriate officials of all units of government, to
direct that the flag be flown at half-staff until noon on this Memorial Day
on all buildings, grounds, and naval vessels throughout the United States,
and in all areas under its jurisdiction and control. I also request the people
of the United States to display the flag at half-staff from their homes for
the customary forenoon period.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-second
day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7682 of May 23, 2003
National Missing Children’s Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On National Missing Children’s Day, we join with families, law enforce-
ment officials, and child advocates to highlight our commitment to stop-
ping the abduction and exploitation of children. During this year’s observ-
ance, we celebrate the progress we have made in safeguarding children,
and we renew our dedication to protecting our most vulnerable citizens
and our most valuable resources.

The Department of Justice estimates that more than 50,000 children will be
victims of nonfamily abductions each year. While the rate of recovery in
such kidnappings is approximately 99 percent, the trauma of abduction af-
fects far too many. No young person in America should ever know the ter-
ror of abduction, and no family should ever have to experience the night-
mare of having a loved one suddenly taken.

The safety and well-being of our children is a shared responsibility for all
Americans and for Federal, State, and local authorities. My Administration
is making the prevention and investigation of child abductions a top pri-
ority. We are working to use available resources to educate our citizens
about how to prevent child abductions. We are also creating new lines of
communication between authorities and the public to help find and safely
return missing children to their families. We will continue to vigorously
prosecute and severely punish those who would harm our children.

To further these efforts, in August 2002, my Administration released a new
guidebook, “Personal Safety for Children: A Guide for Parents” to teach
parents steps to improve their children’s safety. Since then, copies have
been distributed to public and private schools and public libraries through-
out the country, in both English and Spanish. In October 2002, I convened
the first White House Conference on Missing, Exploited, and Runaway
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Children to promote public awareness of the issues and to generate rec-
ommendations and best practices from experts. And in December 2002, I
signed legislation creating the Dot Kids domain, a child-friendly zone on
the Internet. The sites on this domain are monitored for content and safety,
offering parents peace of mind knowing that their children can learn in a
safe and healthy environment.

Last month I signed the PROTECT Act, an important law that provides val-
uable new ways to deter, investigate, prosecute, and punish crimes against
America’s children. The PROTECT Act also builds on my Administration’s
ongoing efforts to expand and improve the AMBER Alert program, which
has become an increasingly important tool to help rescue kidnapped chil-
dren by quickly getting key information about the missing child and the
suspect to the public. This law formally establishes the Federal Govern-
ment’s role in the AMBER Alert system and equips the Department of Jus-
tice to help State and local officials develop, enhance, and coordinate
AMBER plans across America.

Our Nation has come to know the names and faces of far too many children
because they have been the victims of acts of cruelty and violence. These
crimes break our hearts and stir our anger. Our Nation shares the joy of
the parents who are reunited with their children, and prays with those who
are still hoping and waiting. We grieve with every family that has suffered
the loss of or injury to a child. We will continue the fight against the
threats that our children face.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 25, 2003, as National
Missing Children’s Day. I call upon Americans to join me in commemo-
rating this observance by celebrating those children who have been re-
turned to their loved ones, remembering those young people who are miss-
ing, and continuing to work together on every front to protect our children
from those who would seek to harm them.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-third
day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7683 of May 30, 2003
National Child’s Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On National Child’s Day, we celebrate the future of our Nation and the
promise of America’s youth. As a Nation, as parents, and as community
members, we have a responsibility to build a secure and nurturing society
so that our children have the opportunity to grow, learn, work, and suc-
ceed.
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Creating an environment that instills important values, builds strong char-
acter, and provides sound education for our children is a vital national pri-
ority. With a firm foundation, children will be better able to face the chal-
lenges of the future.

Parents are a child’s first teachers, and they can be the most effective in-
structors. One of the most helpful activities parents can do with their chil-
dren is read with them. Children who develop a love for reading expand
their imaginations and cultivate a thirst for learning that lasts a lifetime.
By talking, listening, and reading to our children, we can help them build
the confidence they need to succeed in life. Parents’ role as educators be-
comes even more important as schools across the country prepare for sum-
mer recess. Summertime is not only a time for children to relax and play,
it is also a time for parents to strengthen their ties to their children by
spending time with them and helping them to broaden their experiences.

To expand on the important work that parents do, my Administration has
taken significant steps to help give our children greater opportunities to
learn. By improving our education system and encouraging early reading
and language skills, we give our children the tools they will need to suc-
ceed in the world they will inherit from us. Children also benefit from the
immeasurable care and support of their teachers, and are inspired by the
model they set.

Outside the home and the classroom, there are many adults who touch
children’s lives. Family, mentors, neighbors, and friends can help mold
America’s next generation through their positive examples, showing chil-
dren how to help those in need and encouraging them to set high standards
for themselves. To help instill the value of volunteer service, the USA Free-
dom Corps, through the Students in Service to America initiative, is help-
ing to create ways for young people to give back to their communities. By
using their time, talents, and compassion to make a difference in the lives
of others, America’s children are learning to become responsible and en-
gaged leaders in our democratic society.

On this special day, we celebrate the possibility of every boy and girl in
America. In their faces, we see the hope of our Nation. America is dedi-
cated to their welfare and the full development of their potential.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 1, 2003, as National
Child’s Day. I urge parents to spend more time with their children, read
to them, listen to their concerns, offer guidance and love, and encourage
their dreams. I also urge all Americans to set a positive example for our
children and to assist parents in setting them on the path to success. And
I call upon citizens to observe this day with appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of

May, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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Proclamation 7684 of June 6, 2003
Flag Day and National Flag Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Each year, we set aside June 14 to commemorate the day in 1777 when the
Continental Congress adopted the Stars and Stripes as the official flag of
our Republic. With this act, the Congress declared that we were one Na-
tion, under one flag, united for the cause of liberty and justice for all.

As a symbol of our patriotism, the American flag continues to invoke pride
and resolve among our people, especially when we see it next to a head-
stone, on the masts of our military ships, worn by the generations of Amer-
icans who have proudly served our country, or emerging from the wreckage
caused by a natural or manmade disaster. Flying over public buildings,
monuments, schools, and homes, our flag is testament to the ideals of
American democracy.

Through the years, millions of immigrants have come to our shores seeking
to share in the promise of freedom represented by our flag. From war-torn
Europe, to the mountains of Afghanistan, to the deserts of Iraq, the flag and
those who carry it are universally recognized as harbingers of liberation,
justice, and peace. Regardless of circumstance, our flag endures as a sign
of hope.

On Flag Day, we look to the red, white, and blue as a symbol of our com-
mitment to advancing the universal hope of liberty and justice for all. Old
Glory abounds in the landscape of our daily lives, reminding us of the free-
dom we share. The 50 stars and 13 stripes are not just a random pattern,
they symbolize the blessings of liberty we enjoy as Americans.

To commemorate the adoption of our flag, the Congress, by joint resolution
approved August 3, 1949, as amended (63 Stat. 492), designated June 14
of each year as “Flag Day”’ and requested that the President issue an annual
proclamation calling for its observance and for the display of the Flag of
the United States on all Federal Government buildings. The Congress also
requested, by joint resolution approved June 9, 1966, as amended (80 Stat.
194), that the President issue annually a proclamation designating the week
in which June 14 occurs as “National Flag Week” and calling upon all citi-
zens of the United States to display the flag during that week.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim June 14, 2003, as Flag Day and the week
beginning June 8, 2003, as National Flag Week. I direct the appropriate offi-
cials to display the flag on all Federal Government buildings during that
week, and I urge all Americans to observe Flag Day and National Flag
Week by flying the Stars and Stripes from their homes and other suitable
places. I also call upon the people of the United States to observe with
pride and all due ceremony those days from Flag Day through Independ-
ence Day, also set aside by the Congress (89 Stat. 211), as a time to honor
America, to celebrate our heritage in public gatherings and activities, and
to publicly recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States
of America.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day of
June, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7685 of June 13, 2003
National Homeownership Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Homeownership is more than just a symbol of the American Dream; it is
an important part of our way of life. Core American values of individuality,
thrift, responsibility, and self-reliance are embodied in homeownership. I
am committed to helping more families know the security and sense of
pride that comes with owning a home.

The Department of Housing and Urban Development is leading an Admin-
istration-wide effort to bring new tools and resources to would-be home-
owners. We are providing financial assistance to qualified families through
the American Dream Downpayment Fund, funding educational programs
that stress financial literacy, and offering a compassionate hand to those
who dream of moving from subsidized housing into homeownership. And
through the Self-Help Homeownership Opportunity Program, my Adminis-
tration partners with nonprofit organizations that offer homeownership op-
portunities to families willing to contribute their skills and labor to help
build a home of their own. We are also proposing ways to make it easier
to shop for a mortgage and to make mortgages available to more families
through the Federal Housing Administration.

Today, the United States is fortunate in that our homeownership rate is at
an all-time high, and low interest rates continue to encourage millions of
Americans to become first-time homeowners. Although a record number of
Americans own their own homes, we continue to see a gap between the
homeownership rates of minorities and nonminorities. By a significant mar-
gin, minority families are less likely to own their own homes. Therefore,
I have called upon the entire housing industry to join with my Administra-
tion to expand minority homeownership across the Nation. Our goal is to
help at least 5.5 million minority families become homeowners by the end
of this decade, and our Blueprint for the American Dream Partnership is
taking bold steps to make this a reality.

Across our Nation, every citizen, regardless of race, creed, color, or place
of birth, should have the opportunity to become a homeowner. Home-
ownership represents a pathway to pride and prosperity for many families,
encourages values of responsibility and sacrifice, creates stability for neigh-
borhoods and communities, and generates economic growth that helps
strengthen the entire Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
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laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2003 as National Home-
ownership Month. I call upon the people of the United States to join me
in recognizing the importance of offering every American the opportunity
to realize their dream of homeownership and to help work towards making
that dream a reality.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth day
of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7686 of June 13, 2003
Father’s Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Fatherhood is one of life’s most challenging yet fulfilling endeavors. On Fa-
ther’s Day, we honor America’s fathers and express our appreciation for all
they do to help build a strong foundation for our children and our Nation.
We also reaffirm our commitment to supporting fathers and encouraging re-
sponsible fatherhood in our society.

Fathers have indispensable roles to play in the lives of their children: pro-
vider, protector, nurturer, teacher, and friend. Every caring father uncondi-
tionally loves his sons and daughters and strives for the best for his chil-
dren in the future. In seeking to give their children the opportunity to suc-
ceed, fathers offer needed strength, guidance, and discipline.

Fathers teach their children many basic things in life: how to read a book,
throw a ball, tie a necktie, ride a bike, or drive a car. More importantly,
they also help instill time- honored values in their children, such as hard
work, respect, honesty, and good citizenship. Through their words, actions,
and sacrifices, fathers play an important role in shaping the characters of
their sons and daughters.

The time and attention that a father gives to a child is irreplaceable—there
is no substitute for the involvement and commitment of a responsible fa-
ther. Not only are fathers essential to the healthy development of children,
they also influence the strength of families and the stability of commu-
nities.

For this reason, our Government is working to help fathers succeed in this
challenging, but life-affirming, role. Over the last 2 years, my Administra-
tion has taken important steps to promote responsible fatherhood and en-
courage community-based initiatives that help them fulfill their important
roles. We are working to provide funds for healthy marriage and parenting
education and for community mentoring programs to help fathers become
more engaged and involved in their children’s lives.

This Father’s Day, we recognize the many fathers who are heroes and role
models for their children, and we encourage more men to fulfill this re-
sponsibility by loving their sons and daughters with all their heart and
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demonstrating this love daily. By working together to encourage America’s
fathers, we can strengthen our society and help ensure the well-being of
all our children.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, in accordance with a joint resolution of the Congress approved
April 24, 1972, as amended (36 U.S.C. 109), do hereby proclaim June 15,
2003, as Father’s Day. I encourage all Americans to express love, admira-
tion, and thanks to their fathers for their contributions to our lives and to
society. I direct the appropriate officials of the Government to display the
flag of the United States on all Government buildings on this day. I also
call upon State and local governments and citizens to observe this day with
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth day
of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7687 of June 24, 2003
Black Music Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

For centuries, black artists have created or inspired distinctively American
musical styles. During Black Music Month, we celebrate the ways that Afri-
can-American music has helped shape American society and reflect the
character of our Nation, and we recognize the pioneers who spearheaded
these important musical forms.

Throughout history, African-American music has shown the social climate
of the time. From the days of slavery and discrimination, through the
progress of the Civil Rights movement, to today, black music has told the
story of the African-American experience. In addition to giving voice to
black struggles, faith, and joys, African-American music has helped also to
bring people together. Before our Nation’s strides toward equal justice,
music such as jazz and blues provided a venue in which people of all races
could be judged by their talent, and not the color of their skin.

The people who sang the earliest African-American music knew the worst
of human cruelty and earthly injustice. In spirituals, work songs, and
shouts, we hear the pain of separation and the bitterness of oppression. We
also hear courage, and the comfort and strength of a faith that trusts God
to right every wrong and wipe away every tear. These songs were used to
share stories, spread ideas, preserve history, and establish community.

Early work songs and spirituals laid the creative foundation for the devel-
opment of gospel, blues, and jazz. In black churches throughout the south,
gospel offered a medium to share the good news. The beauty of both gospel
and the blues lies in their power to express emotions that can be felt as
well as heard. The blues were first popularized in America by W.C. Handy.
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A classically trained musician, this “Father of the Blues” helped to com-
pose and distribute blues music throughout the country. His music con-
tinues to touch people today.

In the early 20th century, the progression to jazz took place all over the
country, from the deep south of New Orleans and the Mississippi Delta to
northern cities such as Chicago and New York. Black artists migrated to
Harlem, New York in large numbers, creating a culturally diverse hub for
black art, writing, and music known as the Harlem Renaissance. Harlem be-
came a place of energy and magic, and timeless music emerged from this
period. The heart of the Harlem Renaissance is reflected in the original and
authentic music of such influential figures as Bessie Smith, Count Basie,
and Fletcher Henderson.

African Americans continued to influence popular music through the 1940s
and 50s, with the emergence of rhythm and blues and rock and roll. These
revolutionary styles built upon various forms of African-American music,
fusing elements of jazz, blues, and gospel.

African-American music continues to influence the American music scene
today with styles such as rap and hip-hop. As we celebrate the many cre-
ative and inspiring African-American artists whose efforts have enhanced
our Nation, we recognize their enduring legacy and look to a future of con-
tinued musical achievement.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2003 as Black Music
Month. I encourage Americans of all backgrounds to learn more about the
heritage of black musicians, and to celebrate the remarkable role they have
played in our history and culture.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth
day of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7688 of June 30, 2003
Death of James Strom Thurmond

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As a mark of respect for the memory of James Strom Thurmond, the longest
serving member and former President pro tempore of the United States
Senate, I hereby order, by the authority vested in me as President of the
United States by the Constitution and the laws of the United States of
America, that on the day of his interment, the flag of the United States
shall be flown at half-staff at the White House and upon all public build-
ings and grounds, at all military posts and naval stations, and on all naval
vessels of the Federal Government in the District of Columbia and through-
out the United States and its Territories and possessions until sunset on
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such day. I also direct that the flag shall be flown at half-staff for the same
period at all United States embassies, legations, consular offices, and other
facilities abroad, including all military facilities and naval vessels and sta-
tions.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
June, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7689 of June 30, 2003

To Modify Duty-Free Treatment Under the Generalized
System of Preferences

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

1. Pursuant to sections 501, 503(a)(1)(A), and 503(c)(1) of title V of the
Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the “1974 Act”) (19 U.S.C. 2461,
2463(a)(1)(A), and 2463(c)(1)), the President may designate or withdraw
designation of specified articles provided for in the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States (HTS) as eligible for preferential tariff treat-
ment under the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) when imported
from designated beneficiary developing countries.

2. Pursuant to section 503(a)(1)(B) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(a)(1)(B)),
the President may designate articles as eligible articles only for countries
designated as least-developed beneficiary developing countries under sec-
tion 502(a)(2) (19 U.S.C. 2462(a)(2)), if the President determines that such
articles are not import-sensitive in the context of imports from such least-
developed beneficiary developing countries.

3. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(A) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C.
2463(c)(2)(A)), beneficiary developing countries, except those designated as
least-developed beneficiary developing countries or beneficiary sub-Saha-
ran African countries pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(D) of the 1974 Act (19
U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(D)), are subject to competitive need limitations on the
preferential treatment afforded under the GSP to eligible articles.

4. Section 503(c)(2)(C) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(C)), provides
that a country that is no longer treated as a beneficiary developing country
with respect to an eligible article may be redesignated as a beneficiary de-
veloping country with respect to such article if imports of such article from
such country did not exceed the competitive need limitations in section
503(c)(2)(A) during the preceding calendar year.

5. Section 503(c)(2)(F) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(F)), provides
that the President may disregard the competitive need limitation provided
in section 503(c)(2)(A)(H)(II) (19 U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(A)(H)(II)) with respect to
any eligible article from any beneficiary developing country if the aggregate
appraised value of the imports of such article into the United States during
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the preceding calendar year does not exceed an amount set forth in section
503(c)(2)(F)(ii) (19 U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(F)(ii)).

6. Pursuant to section 503(d) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(d)), the Presi-
dent may waive the application of the competitive need limitations in sec-
tion 503(c)(2)(A) with respect to any eligible article from any beneficiary
developing country if certain conditions are met.

7. (a) Pursuant to sections 501 and 503(a)(1)(A) of the 1974 Act, and after
receiving advice from the International Trade Commission in accordance
with section 503(e) (19 U.S.C. 2463(e)), I have determined to designate cer-
tain articles, previously designated under section 503(a)(1)(B), as eligible
articles when imported from any beneficiary developing country. In order
to do so, it is necessary to subdivide and amend the nomenclature of exist-
ing subheadings of the HTS.

(b) Furthermore, I have determined that it is appropriate to modify the ap-
plication of duty-free treatment under title V of the 1974 Act for a certain
article, in particular for a good previously eligible for such treatment that
the Bureau of Customs and Border Protection reclassified.

8. Pursuant to section 503(a)(1)(B) of the 1974 Act, I have determined to
designate certain articles as eligible articles under the GSP only for least-
developed beneficiary developing countries.

9. Pursuant to section 503(c)(1) of the 1974 Act, and having considered the
factors set forth in sections 501 and 502(c), I have determined to limit the
application of duty-free treatment accorded to certain articles from certain
beneficiary developing countries.

10. Pursuant to sections 503(c)(1) and 503(c)(2)(A) of the 1974 Act, I have
determined that certain beneficiary countries should no longer receive pref-
erential tariff treatment under the GSP with respect to certain eligible arti-
cles that were imported in quantities exceeding the applicable competitive
need limitation in 2002.

11. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(C) of the 1974 Act, I have determined that
certain countries should be redesignated as beneficiary developing coun-
tries with respect to certain eligible articles that previously had been im-
ported in quantities exceeding the competitive need limitations of section
503(c)(2)(A).

12. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(F) of the 1974 Act, I have determined that
the competitive need limitation provided in section 503(c)(2)(A)@)(ID)
should be waived with respect to certain eligible articles from certain bene-
ficiary developing countries.

13. Pursuant to section 503(d) of the 1974 Act, I have determined that the
competitive need limitations of section 503(c)(2)(A) should be waived with
respect to certain eligible articles from certain beneficiary developing coun-
tries. I have received the advice of the International Trade Commission on
whether any industries in the United States are likely to be adversely af-
fected by such waiver, and I have determined, based on that advice and
on the considerations described in sections 501 and 502(c), that such waiv-
ers are in the national economic interest of the United States.

14. Section 604 of the 1974 Act, as amended (19 U.S.C. 2483), authorizes
the President to embody in the HTS the substance of the relevant provi-
sions of that Act, and of other acts affecting import treatment, and actions

82



Proclamations Proc. 7689

thereunder, including the removal, modification, continuance, or imposi-
tion of any rate of duty or other import restriction.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, acting under the authority vested in me by the Constitution
and the laws of the United States of America, including but not limited to
title V and section 604 of the 1974 Act, do proclaim that:

(1) In order to provide that one or more countries that have not been
treated as beneficiary developing countries with respect to one or more eli-
gible articles should be redesignated as beneficiary developing countries
with respect to such article or articles for purposes of the GSP, and, in
order to provide that one or more countries should no longer be treated as
a beneficiary developing country with respect to one or more eligible arti-
cles for purposes of the GSP, general note 4(d) to the HTS is modified as
provided in section A of Annex I to this proclamation.

(2) In order to designate certain articles as eligible articles for purposes
of the GSP, the HTS is modified by amending and sub-dividing the nomen-
clature of certain existing HTS subheadings as provided in section B of
Annex I to this proclamation.

(3)(a) In order to designate certain articles as eligible articles for purposes
of the GSP when imported from any beneficiary developing country, the
Rates of Duty 1-Special subcolumn for such HTS subheadings is modified
as provided in section C(1) of Annex I to this proclamation.

(b) In order to designate certain articles as eligible articles for purposes of
the GSP when imported from any beneficiary developing country other
than India, the Rates of Duty 1-Special subcolumn for such HTS sub-
headings is modified as provided for in section C(2) of Annex I to this
proclamation.

(c) In order to designate certain articles as eligible articles for purposes of
the GSP when imported from any least- developed beneficiary developing
country, the Rates of Duty 1-Special subcolumn for such HTS subheadings
is modified as provided in section C(3) of Annex I to this proclamation.

(d) In order to provide preferential tariff treatment under the GSP to a bene-
ficiary developing country that has been excluded from the benefits of the
GSP for certain eligible articles, the Rates of Duty 1-Special subcolumn for
such HTS subheadings is modified as provided for in section C(4) of Annex
I to this proclamation.

(e) In order to provide that one or more countries should not be treated as
a beneficiary developing country with respect to certain eligible articles for
purposes of the GSP, the Rates of Duty 1-Special subcolumn for such HTS
subheadings is modified as provided for in section C(5) of Annex I to this
proclamation.

(4) A waiver of the application of section 503(c)(2)(A)(H)(II) of the 1974
Act shall apply to the eligible articles in the HTS subheadings and to the
beneficiary developing countries listed in Annex II to this proclamation.

(5) A waiver of the application of section 503(c)(2)(A) of the 1974 Act
shall apply to the eligible articles in the HTS subheading and to the bene-
ficiary developing countries set forth in Annex III to this proclamation.
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(6) Any provisions of previous proclamations or Executive orders that
are inconsistent with the actions taken in this proclamation are superseded
to the extent of such inconsistency.

(7)(a) The modifications made by Annex I to this proclamation shall be
effective with respect to articles entered, or withdrawn from warehouse for
consumption, on or after July 1, 2003.

(b) The actions taken in Annex II to this proclamation shall be effective on
July 1, 2003.

(c) The actions taken in Annex III to this proclamation shall be effective
on the date of publication of this proclamation in the Federal Register.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
June, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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Modifications to the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States

Effective with respect to articles entered,

(HTS)

or withdrawn from

warehouse for consumption,

on or after July 1,

2003.

Section A.

(1).

0711.
0712.
1602.
1703.

3904.
4006.
4010.
4012.
4101.
4101.
4101.
4103.

(2).

General note 4

(d) to the HTS

deleting the following subheadings
opposite such subheading:

Turkey
Turkey
Argentina
Poland
Turkey
Turkey
Brazil

Pakistan;
Turkey

Brazil
Brazil
Brazil
Sri Lanka
Brazil
Brazil
Brazil
Pakistan

4106.
4106.
4107.
4107.
4113.
4113.
4411.
4823.
7113.
7116.
7409.
8211.
8211.
8414.
8528.
8544.
9105.
9105.
9405.

is modified by:

and the country set out

deleting the country set out opposite
subheadings:

0805.50.30 Turkey
0805.90.01 Turkey
2907.23.00 Brazil
2915.31.00 Brazil

(3).

adding,

in numerical sequence,

countries set out opposite them:

0410.
0711.
1602.
1901.
2903.
2917.

Indeonesia
India
Brazil
Colombia
India
India
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2934.
3824.
7113.
7403.

the

2921.
2921.
3806.
4012.
4106.
4107.

Pakistan
Pakistan
Argentina
Argentina
Pakistan
Pakistan
Brazil
Philippines
Turkey
Thailand
Hungary
Pakistan
Pakistan
Thailand
Thailand
Thailand
Brazil
Brazil
Thailand

the following

.15
.40
.50
.00

Brazil
Brazil
Turkey
Kazakhstan

following provisions and

India
India
India
India
Peru
Argentina
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Annex I {continued)

Section A. (con)

{3). (con).

4107.99.60 Colombia 6802.93.00 Brazil

4412.13.25 Brazil 7113.19.25 Turkey

4412.14.25 Brazil 7614.10.50 Ecuador

4412.19.30 Russia 7615.19.30 Thailand
4802.56.60 Colombia 8525.40.80 Indonesia
4816.20.00 Indonesia 9001.30.00 Indonesia
5702.99.20 India 9305.10.40 Peru

(4). adding, in alphabetical order, the country or countries set

out opposite the followiny subheadings:

1806.32.55 Dominican Republic 3823.19.20 Philippines
2403.91.20 Dominican Republic 6501.00.60 Ecuador
2905.11.20 Chile 7106.92.50 Brazil

3815.90.10 Panama

Section B. The HTS is modified as provided in this section, with
bracketed matter included to assist in the understanding of
proclaimed modifications. The following provisions supersedes
matter now in the HTS. The subheadings and superior text are set
forth in columnar format, and material in such columns is inserted
in the columns of the HTS designated "Heading/Subheading",
"Article Description", "Rates of Duty 1 General"”, "Rates of Duty 1
Special™, and "Rates of Duty 2", respectively.

(1) (a). Subheading 2903.69.70 is superseded and the following
provisions inserted in numerical sequence:

{Halogenated derivatives of hydrocarbons:}
[Halogenated derivatives of aromatic hydrocarbons:)

[Other:]
“2903.69.08 p-Chlorobenzotrifluoride; and
3,4-Dichlorobenzotrifluoride .. .......... 5.5% Free (A*,CADE, 15.4¢/kg+
IL,J,MX) 71%"
1.3% (JO)
[Other:] .
*2903.69.80 Other ........................ 5.5% Free (A+,CAD,E, 15.4¢/kg +
IL,J, K.MX) 1%
1.3% (JO)
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Annex I (continued)
Section B. (con.)

(b). Conforming changes:

(i) For subheadings 2903.69.08 and 2903.69.80 on January 1,
2004, the rate of duty followed by the symbol "JO" in parentheses
and the symbol "JO" in parentheses are deleted from the Rates of
Duty 1-Special subcolumn and the symbol "JO" is inserted in
alphabetical order in the parentheses following the Free rate of
duty in such subcolumn.

(ii) The article descriptions of headings 9902.28.09,
9902.28.10 and 9902.32.82 are modified by deleting "2903.69.70"
and inserting "2903.69.80" in lieu thereof.

(2) (a). Subheading 2921.43.80 is superseded and the following
provisions inserted in numerical sequence:

[Amine-function compounds:]
{Aromatic monoamines and their...]
[Toluidines and their...]

"2921.43.22 N-Ethyl-N-(2-methyl-2-propenyl)-2,6-
dinitro-4-(trifluoromethyl)benzenamine . . . . 0.2¢/kg + Free (A*,.CA,DE, 15.4¢/kg +
77% IL,J,MX} 60%"
0.4¢/kg +
4.5% (JO)
[Other:]
“2921.43.90 Other ......... ... 0.2¢/kg + Free (A+,CAD.E, 154¢/kg+
7.7% IL,J,MX) 60%"
0.4¢/kg +
4.5% (JO)

(b). Conforming changes:

(1) For subheadings 2921.43.22 and 2921.43.90 on January 1,
2004, the rate of duty in the Rates of Duty 1-General subcolumn
is deleted and "6.5%" is inserted in lieu thereof.

(ii) For subheadings 2921.43.22 and 2921.43.%0 on January 1
for each of the dated columns listed below, the rate of duty in
the Rates of Duty 1-Special subcolumn followed by the symbol "JO"
is deleted and rate of duty for such dated column is inserted in
lieu thereof.

2004 2005

0.2¢/kg + 2.2% Free

(iii) The article description of heading 9902.30.49 is
modified by deleting "2921.43.80" and inserting "2921.43.22" in
lieu thereof.

(iv) The article descriptions of headings 9902.29.59,
9902.29.62 and 9902.32.12 are modified by deleting "2921.43.80"
and inserting "2921.43.90" in lieu thereof.
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Annex I (continued)
Section B. (con.)

(3) (a). Subheading 4202.92.05 is superseded by:

[Trunks, suitcases, vanity cases,...]
[Other:]
{with outer surface of...]
[Insulated food...]
“With outer surface of textile
materials:
4202.92.04 Beverage bags whose interior
incorporates only a flexible
plastic container of a kind for
storing and dispensing
potable beverages through
attached flexible tubing ..................... 7% Free
(ACAEL,
40%

JIM
1.7% (JO)
4202.92.08 Other .................... % Free (CAEILJ,  40%°
MX
1.7% (JO)

{b). Conforming change: For subheadings 4202.92.04 and
4202.92.08 on January 1, 2004, the rate of duty followed by the
symbol "JO" in parentheses and the symbol "JO" in parentheses are
deleted from the Rates of Duty l1-Special subcolumn and the symbol
"JO" is inserted in alphabetical order in the parentheses
following the Free rate of duty in such subcolumn.

(4). Subheading 7202.93.00 is superseded by:

[Ferroalioys :]

{Other:]
“7202.93 Ferroniobium:
7202.93.40 Containing by weight less than 0.02
percent of phosphorus or sulfur or less
than 0.4 percent of silicon ............. 5% Free (A+ CADE, 25%
iL,J,JO,MX)
7202.93.80 Other ......... . i i 5% Free (A,CA.D,E, 25%"
IL,J,JO,MX)
(5)(a). Subheading 7202.99.50 is superseded by:
[Ferroalloys :)
[Other:]
[Other:}
“7202.99.20 Calciumsilicon . ..................... 5% Free (A,CA,D,E, 25%
IL.4,JO.MX}
7202.99.80 Other ..... ... ... ... .. ... 5% Free (A+,CAD,E, 25%"
IL,J,JO,MX)
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Annex I (continued)

Section B. (con.)

(b). Conforming change: The article description of heading
9902.72.02 is modified by deleting "7202.99.50" and inserting
"7202.99.80" in lieu thereof.

(6). Subheading 8414.51.00 is superseded by:

[Air or vacuurn pumps, air or...]
[Fans:]
“8414 51 Table, fioor, wall, window, ceiling or roof fans,
with a self-contained electric motor of an output
not exceeding 125 W

8414.51.30 Ceiling fans for permanent installation . ... 4.7% Free ({A,C.CAE, 35%
IL, 4,JO,MX)

8414.51.90 Other ...................oiiiin... 4.7% Free (A,C.CAE, 35%"
1L, J,JO,MX)

Section C. Each enumerated article's preferential tariff
treatment under the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) in
the HTS is modified as provided in this section.

(1). For the following subheadings, the Rates of Duty 1-Special
subcolumn is modified by deleting the symbol "A+," and inserting
an "A," in lieu thereof.

0406.20.51 1202.10.40 1901.90.42 2008.11.25
0406.90.41 1202.20.40 2001.90.20 2008.11.45
(2). For the following subheadings, the Rates of Duty 1-Special

subcolumn is modified by deleting the symbol "A+," and inserting
an "A*,”" in lieu thereof.

2917.12.10

2921.43.15

3806.90.00

(3). For the following subheadings, the Rates of Duty 1-Special
subcolumn is modified by inserting the symbol "A+," in
alphabetical order.

8211.91.20 8215.99.10
8215.99.01 8215.99.30
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Annex I (continued)

Section C. (con.)

(4). For the following subheadings, the Rates of Duty l1-Special
subcolumn is modified by deleting the symbol "A*" and inserting
an "A" in lieu thereof.

0711.30.00 4010.19.50 4107.99.50 8211.95.50
0712.90.74 4012.90.45 4113.10.30 8528.12.16
1703.90.50 4101.20.50 4113.10.60 8544.30.00
2002.90.40 4101.50.50 4411.29.90 9105.19.10
2005.10.00 4101.90.50 4823.90.20 9105.19.40
2007.99.50 4103.10.30 7113.19.29 9405.30.00
2008.19.30 4106.21.90 7116.10.10

3904.21.00 4106.22.00 7409.39.50

4006.10.00 4107.19.50 8211.92.60

(5). For the following provisions, the Rates of Duty 1l-Special

subcolumn is modified by deleting the symbol "A" and inserting an
"A*" in lieu thereof:

0410.00.00 4107.11.80 4802.56.60 7614.10.50

0711.40.00 4107.99.60 4816.20.00 7615.19.30

1901.20.02 4412.13.25 5702.99.20 8525.40.80

4012.11.80 4412.14.25 6802.93.00 9001.30.00

4106.21.10 4412.19.30 7113.19.25 9305.10.40
Annex II

HTS subheading and countries for which the competitive need
limitation provided in section 503 (c) (2) (A) (1) (II) is waived

0305.69.60 Philippines 1401.90.40 Madagascar
0405.20.80 Poland 1604.15.00 Chile
0710.29.15 India 1605.90.10 Thailand
0712.90.70 Egypt 1605.90.55 Indonesia
0714.20.10 India 1701.11.05 Mauritius
0802.31.00 Turkey 1702.90.35 Brazil
0802.50.20 Turkey 1806.10.43 Brazil
0804.50.80 Philippines 1901.20.45 Argentina
0810.60.00 Thailand 1901.90.28 Poland
0813.30.00 Chile 2008.19.30 Turkey
0813.40.10 Thailand 2008.99.35 Thailand
1301.90.40 Brazil 2008.99.45 Philippines
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2008.
2305.
2306.
2515.
2804.
2836.
2840.
2840.
2841.
2850.
2903.
2903.
2908.
2909.
2917.
2917.
2918.
2931.
2934.
2938.
4010.
4101.
4101.

99.
00.
30.
12.
29.
91.
11.
19.
61.
00.
51.
69.
10.
50.
19.
32.
21.
00.
20.
10.
12.
90.
90.

50
00
00
20
00
00
00
00
00
20

30
15
40
10
00
10
25
05
00
10
35
50
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Annex II (continued)

Thailand 4107.11.60 Brazil
Argentina 4107.19.40 India
Argentina 4107.91.40 India
Turkey 4107.92.40 Pakistan
Russia 4412.99.46 Chile
Chile 4802.54.10 Brazil
Turkey 4802.54.20 Indonesia
Turkey 4802.57.20 Indonesia
Czech Republic 5208.31.20 India
Russia 5208.32.10 India
Romania 5208.41.20 India
Russia 5208.42.10 India
Hungary 5209.31.30 India
Indonesia 5209.41.30 India
Hungary 5607.90.35 Philippines
Indonesia 5702.39.10 India
Brazil 5702.49.15 India
Brazil 6116.99.35 Philippines
Brazil 6406.10.85 India
Brazil 7114.19.00 India
Hungary 7202.50.00 Kazakstan
Brazil 7202.99.10 Brazil
Brazil 8112.92.50 Chile

8514.20.40 Thailand

8546.10.00 Brazil

Annex III

HTS Subheading and Country Granted A Waiver of the
Application of Section 503(c) (2) (A) of the 1974 Act

HTS
Subheading

1202.20.40
2008.11.25
7113.19.29
7113.19.50
7205.50.00
7202.93.80
7418.19.50
8414.51.30
8528.12.28
8544.30.00
9405.50.20
9405.50.40
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Argentina
Argentina
Turkey
Turkey
Kazakhstan
Brazil
India
Thailand
Thailand
Thailand
India
India
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Proclamation 7690 of July 1, 2003

30th Anniversary of the All-Volunteer Force

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Throughout our history, members of the United States Armed Forces have
inspired our citizens with their bravery, honor, and dedication. Our Nation
continues to be grateful for the courageous men and women who have
demonstrated extraordinary patriotism in choosing to help defend America
and the cause of freedom.

For the last 30 years, we have been fortunate to have a military composed
entirely of volunteers. When our country’s All-Volunteer Force was born on
July 1, 1973, no comparable military in the world operated on a fully vol-
unteer basis. Throughout most of the 20th century, the majority of our
Armed Forces personnel were drafted, serving our Nation in both World
Wars, the Korean conflict, and Vietnam. In the late 1960s, the American
public’s dissatisfaction with the draft prompted President Richard Nixon to
establish The President’s Commission on an All-Volunteer Armed Force.
After studying whether to retain the draft or establish a volunteer military,
the Commission concluded that a volunteer force would be economically
viable and potentially more effective. After much debate, the Nixon Admin-
istration and the Congress allowed the authority for the draft to lapse, and
the All-Volunteer Force was created.

Since that time, our volunteer Armed Forces personnel have upheld the
finest traditions of our military and our country. Today, more than 1.4 mil-
lion men and women choose to serve on active duty, along with nearly
880,000 members of the National Guard and Reserves. These volunteer sol-
diers helped to win the Cold War, turn back aggression during the Persian
Gulf War, keep the peace in the former Yugoslavia, liberate oppressed peo-
ple in Afghanistan and Iraq, and defend freedom around the world.

As we look toward the future of our country and our military, our Nation
gives thanks for the prowess of our military, and we remain committed to
providing our service men and women with the tools and training they
need to continue to be the best in the world. On the celebration of the 30th
anniversary of our All-Volunteer Force, I join Americans in thanking these
brave men and women for choosing to serve in defense of the Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim July 1, 2003, as the 30th An-
niversary of the All-Volunteer Force. I call upon all Americans to join me
in recognizing this anniversary with heartfelt thanks and continued support
for the men and women who defend our great Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of July,

in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence of

the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.
GEORGE W. BUSH
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Proclamation 7691 of July 18, 2003

Captive Nations Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

During Captive Nations Week, first declared in 1959 as a statement against
the continuing Communist domination of Eastern Europe, America ex-
presses its dedication to freedom and democracy. While many countries
around the world uphold these principles, millions of people still live
under regimes that violate their citizens’ rights daily. In countries such as
Burma and Iran, citizens lack the right to choose their government, speak
out against oppression, and practice their religion freely. The despot who
rules Cuba imprisons political opponents and crushes peaceful opposition,
while in North Korea hundreds of thousands languish in prison camps and
citizens suffer from malnutrition as the regime pursues weapons of mass
destruction. Violence, corruption, and mismanagement reign in Zimbabwe
and an authoritarian government in Belarus smothers political dissent.

Yet the cause of freedom is advancing. With the demise of the brutal re-
gime of Saddam Hussein, the Iraqi people are no longer captives in their
own country. Their freedom is evidence of the fall of one of the most op-
pressive dictators in history. Today, American and coalition forces are
helping to restore civil order and provide critical humanitarian aid to the
Iraqi people. Iraqis are now meeting openly and freely to discuss the future
of their country. The United States vows to continue to work with those
trying to bring about peaceful democratic change and greater respect for
human rights.

The Congress, by Joint Resolution approved July 17, 1959, (73 Stat. 212),
has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation desig-
nating the third week in July of each year as “Captive Nations Week.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim July 20 through July 26, 2003, as Captive
Nations Week. I call upon the people of the United States to observe this
week with appropriate ceremonies and activities and to reaffirm their com-
mitment to all those seeking liberty, justice, and self-determination.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day
of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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Proclamation 7692 of July 24, 2003

National Korean War Veterans Armistice Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

When North Korean troops invaded South Korea on June 25, 1950, the
United States took immediate action to defend the freedom of a people un-
justly attacked. Leading a coalition of 20 other countries, American and
South Korean troops fought to advance liberty and opportunity and to over-
come cruelty and repression. More than 1.7 million Americans faced for-
bidding terrain and harsh combat in battles such as Pork Chop Hill, Heart-
break Ridge, the Pusan Perimeter, and the Chosin Reservoir. Throughout
the conflict, the members of our Armed Forces demonstrated extraordinary
honor, skill, and courage.

The Military Armistice Agreement of July 27, 1953, ended 3 years of bitter
warfare on the Korean Peninsula and stopped the spread of Communism
in Korea, signaling to the world America’s resolve to stand against tyranny
and totalitarian regimes. Fifty years later, our Nation remains grateful for
the bravery and sacrifice of our Korean War veterans. They defended
human freedom, liberated the oppressed, and selflessly protected the demo-
cratic ideals that made our Nation strong. Their efforts reflect the honorable
and decent spirit of America. More than 34,000 of America’s service men
and women gave their lives in battle in the Korean War. As we continue
our fight to extend freedom today, we remember and honor their sacrifices
and those of their families.

Thanks in large measure to the veterans of the Korean War, South Korea
today stands as a shining example of the economic and social benefits of
democracy. As we observe the 50th anniversary of the Armistice, America
looks forward to the day when the stability of the Korean Peninsula is built
on peaceful reconciliation of North and South. We pledge to work with the
Republic of Korea to further our shared values of democracy, human rights,
and free enterprise. And we will continue to build upon the comprehensive
and dynamic relationship between our two nations to promote peace and
prosperity on the Korean Peninsula and in Northeast Asia.

The Congress, by Public Law 104-19 as amended (36 U.S.C. 127), has des-
ignated July 27, 2003, as “National Korean War Veterans Armistice Day”
and has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in
observance of this day.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim July 27, 2003, as National Korean War Vet-
erans Armistice Day. I call upon all Americans to observe this day with ap-
propriate ceremonies and activities that honor and give thanks to our dis-
tinguished Korean War veterans. I also ask Federal departments and agen-
cies and interested groups, organizations, and individuals to fly the flag of
the United States at half-staff on July 27, 2003, in memory of the Ameri-
cans who died as a result of their service in the Korean War.
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IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth
day of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7693 of July 25, 2003
Parents’ Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Children are a daily reminder of the blessings and responsibilities of life
and a source of joy, pride, and fulfillment. Parents, stepparents, adoptive
parents, and foster parents have the important responsibility of providing
for, protecting, nurturing, teaching, and loving their children. On Parents’
Day, we honor America’s mothers and fathers and celebrate the values that
bind families from one generation to the next and help define us as a Na-
tion.

As a child’s first teachers, parents are the most influential and effective in-
structors in a child’s life. Through their words, actions, and sacrifices, par-
ents are living examples for children. Young boys and girls watch their par-
ents closely and imitate their behavior. Parents play a critical role in instill-
ing responsibility, integrity, and other life lessons that shape the lives of
America’s future leaders.

My Administration is committed to supporting our Nation’s families. We
are working with faith-based and community organizations to promote
healthy marriages, responsible parenting, and education. And we are com-
mitted to fully funding and supporting the Promoting Safe and Stable Fam-
ilies Program, which helps strengthen family bonds, promote adoption, and
provide help for vulnerable children across our country.

Volunteer service is one way parents can spend time with their children
while encouraging them to learn the value of helping others. The USA
Freedom Corps’ “How I Spent My Summer” initiative includes volunteer
opportunities where parents and children can work together to meet the
needs of their communities. This initiative offers ideas such as collecting
food for local food banks or school supplies for children in need. In addi-
tion, families can volunteer at one of our Nation’s parks or recreation areas
creating trails, assisting with archeological digs, or building and restoring
houses. Teaching by example, parents can help their children become re-
sponsible citizens.

Parenting is one of the most rewarding and challenging endeavors in life.
On this special day, we recognize the hard work and compassion of Amer-
ica’s parents and celebrate the mothers and fathers who are positive role
models for their children. I encourage parents to spend more time reading,
talking, and volunteering with their children. I also urge parents to share
the joys and wisdom of parenthood with new families in their communities
and those planning families for the future.
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States and consistent with Public Law 103-362, as
amended, do hereby proclaim Sunday, July 27, 2003, as Parents’ Day. I en-
courage all Americans to express their respect and appreciation to parents
everywhere for their contributions to their children, families, communities,
and our Nation. I also call upon citizens to observe this day with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth day
of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7694 of July 28, 2003

Death of Bob Hope

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Today, America mourns the loss of one of its great treasures. A gifted co-
median who entertained audiences for decades with his unique talents, Bob
Hope brought joy and laughter to our Nation. By tirelessly entertaining
America’s troops, he demonstrated his extraordinary love of country and
devotion to the men and women who have served in our military.

As a mark of respect for the memory of Bob Hope, I hereby order, by the
authority vested in me as President of the United States by the Constitution
and the laws of the United States of America, that on the day of his inter-
ment, the flag of the United States shall be flown at half-staff at the White
House and upon all public buildings and grounds, at all military posts and
naval stations, and on all naval vessels of the Federal Government in the
District of Columbia and throughout the United States and its Territories
and possessions until sunset on such day. I also direct that the flag shall
be flown at half-staff for the same period at all United States embassies,
legations, consular offices, and other facilities abroad, including all military
facilities and naval vessels and stations.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth
day of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-

pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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Proclamation 7695 of August 26, 2003

Women’s Equality Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The 19th Amendment to the Constitution, ratified on August 26, 1920,
guaranteed the right to vote for American women. Women’s Equality Day
commemorates this constitutional amendment and is an opportunity for
citizens across our country to honor those who took part in the long and
difficult struggle for women’s suffrage, as well those since 1920 who have
continued to fight for equal rights for women.

Beginning with the Seneca Falls Convention in 1848, women’s suffrage
supporters lectured, wrote, marched, and lobbied for enfranchisement of
American women. Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Lucretia
Mott led this movement and advocated an amendment to the Constitution
that would guarantee women the right to vote. Through their vision and
dedication, these women advanced the fight for equal rights.

Today, American women are making a difference in their communities and
workplaces. Women’s accomplishments in education, business, science, art,
medicine, athletics, and every other field have made America better and
stronger. The courage and determination of American women are exempli-
fied in the personnel serving in our Armed Forces. Women across America
are also helping to secure our country by serving as police officers, fire-
fighters, doctors, nurses, paramedics, and first-responders.

Americans believe in opportunity for all and on this day, we honor the
achievements of women who have charted the path to equal opportunity.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim August 26, 2003, as Women’s
Equality Day. I call upon the people of the United States to observe this
day with appropriate programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sixth
day of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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Proclamation 7696 of August 27, 2003

To Extend Duty-Free Treatment for Certain Agricultural
Products of Israel

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

1. On April 22, 1985, the United States entered into the Agreement on the
Establishment of a Free Trade Area between the Government of the United
States of America and the Government of Israel (FTA), which the Congress
approved in the United States-Israel Free Trade Area Implementation Act
of 1985 (the “FTA Act”)(19 U.S.C. 2112 Note).

2. On November 4, 1996, the United States entered into an agreement with
Israel concerning certain aspects of trade in agricultural products, effective
from December 4, 1996, through December 31, 2001 (the “1996 Agree-
ment”), in order to maintain the general level of reciprocal and mutually
advantageous concessions with respect to agricultural trade while acknowl-
edging differing interpretations as to the meaning of certain rights and obli-
gations in the FTA as to such trade.

3. Section 4(b) of the FTA Act provides that, whenever the President deter-
mines that it is necessary to maintain the general level of reciprocal and
mutually advantageous concessions with respect to Israel provided for by
the FTA, the President may proclaim such withdrawal, suspension, modi-
fication, or continuance of any duty, or such continuance of existing duty-
free or excise treatment, or such additional duties as the President deter-
mines to be required or appropriate to carry out the FTA.

4. Consistent with section 4(b) of the FTA Act, President Clinton issued
Proclamation 6962 of December 2, 1996, to provide to Israel through the
close of December 31, 2001, access into the United States customs territory
for specified quantities of certain agricultural products of Israel free of duty
or certain fees or other import charges, consistent with the 1996 Agree-
ment.

5. On December 31, 2001, the United States entered into an agreement with
Israel to extend the 1996 Agreement through December 31, 2002, in order
to allow for additional time to negotiate a successor arrangement to the
1996 Agreement. Consistent with section 4(b) of the FTA Act, I issued
Proclamation 7554, of May 3, 2002, to provide to Israel through the close
of December 31, 2002, access into the United States customs territory for
specified quantities of certain agricultural products of Israel free of duty or
certain fees or other import charges. Several rounds of negotiations were
held in 2002 but did not result in conclusion of a successor arrangement
to the 1996 Agreement.

6. On December 31, 2002, the 1-year extension of the 1996 Agreement ex-
pired. In order to allow additional time to conclude negotiations, the
United States and Israel each have elected to extend through 2003 the tariff
treatment provided for agricultural products in 2002 under the 1996 Agree-
ment. Israel has already extended through 2003 the tariff benefits for
United States agricultural imports provided in 2002 under the 1996 Agree-
ment.
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7. Consistent with section 4(b) of the FTA Act, I have determined that it
is necessary, in order to maintain the general level of reciprocal and mutu-
ally advantageous concessions with respect to Israel provided for by the
FTA, to provide through the close of December 31, 2003, duty-free treat-
ment for specified quantities of certain agricultural products of Israel.

8. Section 604 of the Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2483) (the “Trade Act”)
authorizes the President to embody in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of
the United States (HTS) the substance of the relevant provisions of that act,
and of other acts affecting import treatment, and actions thereunder, in-
cluding removal, modification, continuance, or imposition of any rate of
duty or other import restriction.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, acting under the authority vested in me by the Constitution
and the laws of the United States, including section 4 of the FTA Act and
section 604 of the Trade Act, do hereby proclaim:

(1) In order to maintain the general level of reciprocal and mutually ad-
vantageous concessions with respect to Israel provided for by the FTA, and,
in particular, to provide duty-free treatment for specified quantities of cer-
tain agricultural products of Israel, subchapter VIII of chapter 99 of the
HTS is modified as provided in the Annex to this proclamation.

(2) Any provisions of previous proclamations and Executive Orders that
are inconsistent with the actions taken in this proclamation are superseded
to the extent of such inconsistency.

(3)(a) The modifications to the HTS made by the Annex to this proclama-
tion shall be effective with respect to goods that are the product of Israel
and are entered, or withdrawn from warehouse for consumption, on or after
January 1, 2003, including entries for which the liquidation of duties has
not become final under section 514 of the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended
(19 U.S.C. 1514).

(b) The provisions of subchapter VIII of chapter 99 of the HTS, as modi-

fied by the Annex to this proclamation, shall continue in effect through the
close of December 31, 2003.
IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-seventh
day of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Annex
Modifications to Subchapter VIII of Chapter 99 of the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States

Effective with respect to goods that are the product of Israel and are en-
tered, or withdrawn from warehouse for consumption, on or after January
1, 2003, and through the close of December 31, 2003, subchapter VIII of
chapter 99 of the HTS is modified as provided herein:

1. U.S. note 1 to such subchapter is modified by striking “December 31,
2002,” and by inserting in lieu thereof “December 31, 2003,”.
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2. U.S. note 3 is modified by inserting at the end of the table therein the
following additional applicable time period and quantity: “Calendar year
2003.....383,000"".

3. U.S. note 4 is modified by inserting at the end of the table therein the
following additional applicable time period and quantity: “Calendar year
2003.....1,160,000”.

4. U.S. note 5 is modified by inserting at the end of the table therein the
following additional applicable time period and quantity: “Calendar year
2003.....1,279,000”.

5. U.S. note 6 is modified by inserting at the end of the table therein the
following additional applicable time period and quantity: “Calendar year
2003.....116,000"".

6. U.S. note 7 is modified by inserting at the end of the table therein the
following additional applicable time period and quantity: “Calendar year
2003.....405,317".

Proclamation 7697 of August 28, 2003
Family Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Children thrive in loving families where they are taught, nurtured, and
comforted. By spending time with our children and stressing the impor-
tance of making the right choices, parents and other family members help
them develop into confident, successful individuals.

Families can help secure a healthy tomorrow for their children by pro-
viding guidance, staying involved, and serving as role models. I am com-
mitted to supporting strong families and strong marriages to help ensure
that every child grows up in a safe, loving family. Statistics show that chil-
dren from two-parent families are less likely to end up in poverty, drop out
of school, become addicted to drugs, have a child out of wedlock, suffer
abuse, or become a violent criminal. Because stable families should be the
central goal of American welfare policy, I have proposed spending up to
$300 million a year to find the most effective programs to strengthen mar-
riage.

Parents play a critical role in discouraging harmful behavior such as experi-
menting with alcohol, drugs, and tobacco. Research shows that teens often
listen to their parents when it comes to decisions about harmful substances
and risky behaviors. Regular family activities provide opportunities for par-
ents to communicate important messages and enhance their relationships
with their children. Recent studies from the National Center on Addiction
and Substance Abuse at Columbia University found that teens from fami-
lies who eat dinner together were less likely to use illegal drugs, alcohol,
and cigarettes, while teenagers who rarely eat dinner with their parents
were more likely to engage in these unhealthy activities.

Families and all Americans can act together to educate our youth about the
dangers of drugs and alcohol and help them grow into healthy, responsible,
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compassionate citizens. In order to ensure a brighter future for our Nation,
and safe, healthy, and happy lives for our children, our children must learn
that avoiding harmful substances is an ongoing responsibility. As we work
to educate our next generation about making healthy choices, we renew our
commitment to the American family.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 22, 2003, as Fam-
ily Day. I call upon the people of the United States to observe this day by
engaging in activities to strengthen the relationships between parents and
children and help fight against substance abuse and risky behaviors.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth
day of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7698 of September 1, 2003
National Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recovery Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Alcohol addiction and drug addiction continue to challenge our Nation.
Addiction to alcohol or drugs destroys family ties, friendship, ambition,
and moral conviction, and reduces the richness of life to a single destruc-
tive desire. During National Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recovery Month,
we seek to remind all Americans, particularly those who struggle with alco-
hol or drug addiction, that recovery is possible. This year’s theme, “Join the
Voices of Recovery: Celebrating Health,” salutes the thousands of Ameri-
cans currently striving to address their alcohol or drug addiction, and the
many professionals, volunteers, clergy, community groups, friends, and
family members who support others in overcoming addiction.

For the addicted, the fight is an ongoing struggle for their own lives. The
process of treatment and recovery is personal, and each individual’s treat-
ment needs are different. And as a result, treatment programs must address
a wide range of physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual needs. When
properly tailored, alcohol and drug addiction treatment can be very effec-
tive.

Last year, approximately 100,000 individuals who sought treatment for al-
cohol and drug addiction were unable to receive the help they needed. To
address this problem, I have proposed a new initiative, Access to Recovery,
that will increase the availability and effectiveness of treatment programs.
With $600 million, an additional 300,000 Americans will gain access to
needed treatment over the next 3 years.

Access to Recovery will build on existing alcohol and drug treatment serv-
ices by offering greater choices to those seeking treatment. Our Nation is
blessed with many recovery programs that do exceptional work, and we
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must make these programs available to more people. By providing vouchers
that enable those struggling with addiction to get help from a wide range
of sources that work, including faith-based and community organizations,
we will expand treatment options and accountability. This flexibility will
strengthen our system and offer more hope to those in need.

My Administration has taken important steps to cut off illegal drug sup-
plies and reduce demand through anti-drug education. For those who be-
come addicted to drugs or to alcohol, my Administration is committed to
tearing down the stigma attached to recovery so that more people will seek
the help they need. Alcohol addiction and drug addiction are diseases that
touch all Americans—young and old, rich and poor, male and female. As
a Nation, we must continue our efforts to offer the best possible opportuni-
ties, settings, and approaches to prevent and treat alcohol and drug addic-
tion. By caring for those who need treatment, we are building a more wel-
coming and compassionate culture that values every life.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 2003 as National
Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recovery Month. I call upon all the people
of the United States to observe this month with appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of Sep-
tember, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7699 of September 1, 2003

National Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

It is estimated that more than 25,000 American women will be diagnosed
with ovarian cancer this year and that more than 14,000 will die from this
disease. During National Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month, we seek to in-
crease understanding of ovarian cancer and the importance of early detec-
tion, and to recognize the advances made to eliminate this disease.

Early detection and education are critical to treating ovarian cancer. Today,
only half of the women diagnosed with this disease are expected to survive
5 years or more. However, the 5-year survival rate for those whose cancer
is detected early is more than 90 percent. When the disease is discovered
in its early stages, doctors are able to treat it with standard methods, such
as surgery, chemotherapy, and radiation therapy.

Researchers have made significant progress in developing screening tests
that can accurately diagnose ovarian cancer. Much work remains, however,
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before we can reliably detect the disease in its earliest stages when treat-
ment is most effective. I urge all women to talk to their doctors about ovar-
ian cancer and the best course of action to detect and treat this deadly dis-
ease. Doing so is particularly important for women aged 40 or older, those
with a family history of ovarian cancer, and those with a personal history
of breast, endometrial, or colon cancer. And I urge individuals across the
country to learn more about this disease and what can be done to reduce
the number of individuals who suffer from it.

In addition to encouraging early detection and increasing awareness about
ovarian cancer, we must continue to advance our knowledge through re-
search. Scientists at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Na-
tional Cancer Institute, the Department of Defense, the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, other Federal agencies, and private companies are working
hard to discover the causes of ovarian cancer and to design more effective
screening and treatment options. Through their research, we hope to learn
how to reduce the chances of developing this disease, how to recognize it
in its earliest stages, and how to successfully treat women in every stage
of ovarian cancer. The vision and determination of these professionals,
along with the courage of the women who participate in clinical trials, are
helping to turn today’s research advances into tomorrow’s success stories.

My Administration remains committed to supporting research efforts to
help find a cure for ovarian cancer. My fiscal year 2004 budget proposal
includes more than $5.6 billion for cancer research at the National Insti-
tutes of Health. This investment will lead to a better understanding of ovar-
ian cancer and greater hope for women who suffer from this disease.
Through education and continued research, we can win the fight against
ovarian cancer and save the lives of thousands of American women.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 2003 as National
Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month. I call upon the people of the United
States to observe this month with appropriate programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of Sep-
tember, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7700 of September 1, 2003
National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Prostate cancer is the second most common form of cancer among men in
the United States. This year alone, it is estimated that more than 220,000
new cases of prostate cancer will be diagnosed and that nearly 29,000 men
will die from this disease. During National Prostate Cancer Awareness
Month, we seek to increase understanding about the risk factors of prostate
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cancer, the importance of a healthy lifestyle, and the benefits of detecting
the disease in its earliest stages, when it is most treatable.

Although the exact cause of prostate cancer is unknown, several factors
have been found to increase the risk of developing this disease. Men aged
65 years or older make up about 70 percent of all diagnosed prostate cancer
cases. In addition, a man’s risk of developing prostate cancer doubles if a
father or brother has been diagnosed with the disease.

Making healthy choices is critical to prevent prostate cancer and many
other diseases. Research suggests that some men may be able to reduce
their risk of prostate cancer by eating healthy foods and exercising on a reg-
ular basis.

Early detection is important in successfully treating prostate cancer. Pre-
ventative screenings can reveal a man’s current health status and identify
whether he needs to adjust his diet or behavior. I urge men, particularly
those over 50, to learn more about the disease and to talk to their doctors
about when to start preventative screening. Healthcare providers can advise
men as to which tests are most appropriate. Through early detection and
treatment, we can reduce the number of deaths caused by prostate cancer.

Today, our Nation is on the leading edge of new discoveries. As we con-
tinue to make advancements in medicine, my Administration remains com-
mitted to learning the causes of prostate cancer and finding a cure. My fis-
cal year 2004 budget proposal includes more than $13 million for the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention to conduct, support, and promote
efforts that increase awareness of screening and early detection, and more
than $5.6 billion for cancer research at the National Institutes of Health.
Through my HealthierUS Initiative, my Administration is also encouraging
all citizens to lead healthier lives by eating right, exercising, and taking ad-
vantage of preventative screening. By working together, we will improve
our ability to prevent, treat, and cure prostate cancer.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 2003 as National
Prostate Cancer Awareness Month. I call upon government officials, busi-
nesses, communities, healthcare professionals, educators, volunteers, and
all people of the United States to reaffirm our Nation’s strong and con-
tinuing commitment to prevent, treat, and cure prostate cancer.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of Sep-
tember, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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Proclamation 7701 of September 4, 2003

National Days of Prayer and Remembrance, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As we approach the second anniversary of September 11, 2001, we remem-
ber all that we lost as Americans and recognize all that we have witnessed
about the character of America. During these National Days of Prayer and
Remembrance, we honor those who were killed and their families, and we
ask God for strength and wisdom as we carry out the noble mission that
our Nation began that morning.

The passage of time cannot erase the pain and devastation that were in-
flicted on our people. We will always remember those who were brutally
taken from us. And we ask God to comfort the loved ones left behind; their
courage and determination have inspired our Nation.

We thank God for the unity and compassion Americans have demonstrated
since September 11, 2001. The great strength of America is the heart and
soul of the American people. And we will continue to help those who are
hurting or are in need.

We pray that God watch over our brave men and women in uniform. We
are grateful to them, and to their families, for their service and sacrifice.
We pray for peace and ask God for patience and resolve in our war against
terror and evil.

This conflict was begun on the timing and terms of others. It will end in
a way, and at an hour, of our choosing.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Friday, September 5, through
Sunday, September 7, 2003, as National Days of Prayer and Remembrance.
I ask that the people of the United States and places of worship mark these
National Days of Prayer and Remembrance with memorial services, the
ringing of bells, and evening candlelight remembrance vigils. I invite the
people of the world to share in these Days of Prayer and Remembrance.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day of
September, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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Proclamation 7702 of September 4, 2003

Patriot Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Two years ago, more than 3,000 innocent people lost their lives when a
calm September morning was shattered by terrorists driven by hatred and
destruction.

On that day, and in its aftermath, we saw the greatness of America in the
bravery of victims; in the heroism of first responders who laid down their
lives to save others; in the compassion of people who stepped forward to
help those they had never met; and in the generosity of millions of Ameri-
cans who enriched our country with acts of service and kindness. Since
that day, we have seen the greatness of America further demonstrated in
the courage of our brave men and women in uniform who have served and
sacrificed in Afghanistan, in Iraq, and around the world to advance free-
dom and prevent terrorist attacks on America.

As we remember September 11, 2001, we reaffirm the vows made in the
earliest hours of our grief and anger. As liberty’s home and defender, Amer-
ica will not tire, will not falter, and will not fail in fighting for the safety
and security of the American people and a world free from terrorism. We
will continue to bring our enemies to justice or bring justice to them. This
Patriot Day, we hold steady to this task.

By a joint resolution approved December 18, 2001 (Public Law 107-89), the
Congress has designated September 11 of each year as “Patriot Day.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim September 11, 2003, as Patriot Day. I call
upon the people of the United States to observe this day with appropriate
ceremonies and activities, including remembrance services and candlelight
vigils. I also call upon the Governors of the United States and the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, as well as appropriate officials of all units of govern-
ment, to direct that the flag be flown at half-staff on Patriot Day. In addi-
tion, I call upon all Americans to display the flag at half-staff from their
homes on that day and to observe a moment of silence beginning at 8:46
a.m. eastern daylight time to honor the innocent victims who lost their
lives as a result of the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day of
September, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-

pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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Proclamation 7703 of September 12, 2003

National Historically Black Colleges and Universities Week,
2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Historically Black Colleges and Universities have a distinguished past and
an important future in providing higher education for Americans through-
out our country. As we celebrate National Historically Black Colleges and
Universities Week, we recognize these institutions for their dedication to
academic excellence. And we reaffirm our Nation’s commitment to equal
educational opportunities for all Americans.

Since the mid 1800s, Historically Black Colleges and Universities have pro-
vided superb education and training to many Americans. And these
schools opened the door to African Americans when other doors were
shamefully barred. Since their inception, these schools have furthered the
development of young people who went on to become leaders in govern-
ment, business, education, science, the military, law, and many other
fields. Graduates of Historically Black Colleges and Universities have made
great contributions to America, and continue to serve as role models for all
Americans.

The struggles and many successes of America’s Historically Black Colleges
and Universities are the struggles and successes of our Nation. Today, our
Nation’s 105 Historically Black Colleges and Universities are building on
their commitment to excellence and their integral position within our high-
er education system. Our Nation must continue to support these schools for
the sake of our students and our future.

In 2002, I signed an Executive Order supporting the White House Initiative
on Historically Black Colleges and Universities to help find new ways to
strengthen these schools. My Administration also has sought to increase fis-
cal year 2004 funding for Historically Black Colleges and Universities by
5 percent, requesting more than $224 million. In addition, the President’s
Board of Advisors on Historically Black Colleges and Universities is help-
ing these colleges and universities benefit from Federal programs, obtain
private-sector support for their endowments, and build private-sector part-
nerships to strengthen faculty development and cooperative research.

America’s Historically Black Colleges and Universities have a proud and
storied tradition. America recognizes and salutes their history and achieve-
ments and will work for their continued success.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 14 through Sep-
tember 20, 2003, as National Historically Black Colleges and Universities
Week. I call upon public officials, educators, librarians, and all the people
of the United States to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies, ac-
tivities, and programs as we demonstrate our appreciation for these impor-
tant institutions and their many successful graduates.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day of
September, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7704 of September 12, 2003
Small Business Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The success of small businesses in America reflects the innovation, deter-
mination, and hard work of the American people. During Small Business
Week, we celebrate the entrepreneurs and business people who create
goods, services, and jobs, and bring opportunity and economic prosperity
to communities throughout our country. We also reaffirm our commitment
to helping more small business owners and their employees realize the
American Dream.

Small businesses create the majority of new jobs in our Nation and account
for more than half of the output of our economy. They lead the way in gen-
erating new ideas and creating new technologies, goods, and services for
our country and for the world.

Small businesses also reflect the diversity of America. Nearly 40 percent
of small companies in the United States are owned by women. There are
also more than 3 million minority-owned small businesses across the coun-

try.

Because small businesses are vital to our Nation’s prosperity and reflect the
hard work of the American people, my Administration has taken important
steps to assist small businesses and the people they employ. We have re-
duced taxes, encouraged investment, and removed obstacles to growth. The
Jobs and Growth Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2003 I signed into law
will provide 23 million small business owners with tax cuts averaging
more than $2,200 each. The Act also quadrupled the amount that small
businesses can expense for new capital investments, encouraging new in-
vestment in technology, machinery, and other equipment. This new tech-
nology and equipment will increase productivity and create new jobs,
thereby contributing to the overall strength of our economy.

We are also seeking to permanently eliminate the death tax. With the re-
peal of this tax, small business men and women will be able to pass their
life’s work to the next generation without having to pay a punitive tax that
in many cases forces the sale of the business or many of its assets. And
I support legislation that would make it easier for small businesses to offer
health coverage options to their employees. Through Association Health
Plans, small businesses could pool together to offer group plans to all of
their employees, like those available to large businesses. In addition, we are
working to streamline small business regulations and paperwork. To this
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end, I issued an Executive Order that requires all Federal regulatory agen-
cies to minimize these burdens on our Nation’s small businesses.

The Small Business Administration (SBA), which helps American
innovators and risk-takers launch and build their businesses, celebrates its
50th anniversary this year. By helping small businesses succeed, the SBA
continues to strengthen America.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 14 through Sep-
tember 20, 2003, as Small Business Week. I call upon all the people of the
United States to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies, activities,
and programs that celebrate the achievements of small business owners and
their employees and encourage and foster the development of new small
businesses.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day of
September, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7705 of September 16, 2003
Citizenship Day and Constitution Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In the summer of 1787, representatives from the States met in Philadelphia
to establish a new Constitution that would unite America. They intended
the Constitution to achieve six purposes: “to form a more perfect Union,
establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common
defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty
to ourselves and our Posterity.”” Their work was successful and enduring.
For more than two centuries, the American people have honored the fore-
sight and wisdom of the Framers by respecting and defending our Constitu-
tion.

Our Constitution and our country have grown stronger over the last 216
years—through wars, searing internal conflicts, and great social, economic,
and technological change. In the last 2 years, America has again been test-
ed, this time by terrorist attacks designed to strike at our people, our insti-
tutions, and our constitutional government. In the wake of those attacks,
we have renewed and strengthened our commitment to a more perfect
Union and common defense, to justice and domestic tranquility, to the gen-
eral welfare and the blessings of liberty.

On Citizenship Day and during Constitution Week, we remember those
who have fought and those who have died to preserve, protect, and defend
the Constitution. We recall and reiterate the vow of President Abraham Lin-
coln that these “dead shall not have died in vain—that this Nation, under
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God, shall have a new birth of freedom—and that government of the peo-
ple, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.”

In remembrance of the signing of the Constitution and in recognition of the
Americans who strive to uphold the duties and responsibilities of citizen-
ship, the Congress, by joint resolution of February 29, 1952 (36 U.S.C. 106,
as amended), designated September 17 as “Citizenship Day,” and by joint
resolution of August 2, 1956 (36 U.S.C. 108, as amended), requested that
the President proclaim the week beginning September 17 and ending Sep-
tember 23 of each year as “Constitution Week.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim September 17, 2003, as Citizenship Day,
and September 17 through September 23, 2003, as Constitution Week. I en-
courage Federal, State, and local officials, as well as leaders of civic, social,
and educational organizations, to conduct ceremonies and programs to cel-
ebrate our Constitution and reaffirm our commitment as citizens to this
great Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-

eighth.
GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7706 of September 17, 2003
National Hispanic Heritage Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

America’s diversity has always been a great strength of our Nation. As we
celebrate National Hispanic Heritage Month, we recognize and applaud the
extraordinary accomplishments of Hispanic Americans.

From America’s beginning, Hispanic Americans have served as leaders in
business, government, law, science, athletics, the arts, and many other
fields. In 1822, Joseph Marion Herndndez became the first Hispanic to
serve as a member of the United States Congress, representing the newly
established territory of Florida. Businessman Roberto Goizueta, a refugee
from Cuba who rose to become the CEO of one of America’s largest cor-
porations, is an inspiring example of what immigrants to America can
achieve through hard work and character. Presidential Medal of Freedom
recipient Roberto Clemente’s athletic skills, generosity, and charity made
him a legend on and off the baseball field. Through memorable recordings
and performances, singer Celia Cruz celebrated her heritage and helped in-
troduce salsa music to the United States.

Hispanic Americans have sacrificed in defense of this Nation’s freedom,
serving in every major American conflict. More than three dozen Hispanic
Americans have earned the Medal of Honor. Today, more than 125,000 His-
panic Americans serve in the Armed Forces, approximately 9 percent of
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our active-duty military. As we work to advance peace, freedom, and op-
portunity abroad, we are grateful to all of the brave men and women who
serve our Nation, and to their families.

During Hispanic Heritage Month, I join with all Americans in recognizing
the many contributions of Hispanic Americans to the United States, and in
celebrating Hispanic heritage and culture. To honor the achievements of
Hispanic Americans, the Congress, by Public Law 100-402 as amended, has
authorized and requested the President to issue annually a proclamation
designating September 15 through October 15, as “National Hispanic Herit-
age Month.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim September 15 through October 15, 2003,
as National Hispanic Heritage Month. I call upon public officials, edu-
cators, librarians, and all the people of the United States to observe this
month with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth day
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7707 of September 18, 2003
National POW/MIA Recognition Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The sacrifice and service of America’s veterans, including those who be-
came prisoners of war or who went missing in action, have preserved free-
dom for America and brought freedom to millions around the world. On
National POW/MIA Recognition Day, we honor the extraordinary courage
of the Americans who have been prisoners of war, and we pray for those
who are still missing in action and unaccounted for. This Nation also re-
members the challenges and heartache endured by the families of prisoners
of war and missing in action. We seek answers for the families of those
who are still missing, and we will not rest until we have a full accounting.

To mark this important day, on September 19, 2003, the flag of the Na-
tional League of Families of American Prisoners and Missing in Southeast
Asia will again be flown over the White House, the Capitol, the Depart-
ments of State, Defense, and Veterans Affairs, the Selective Service System
Headquarters, the National Vietnam Veterans and Korean War Veterans Me-
morials, U.S. military installations, national cemeteries, and other locations
across our country. We raise this flag as a reminder and a promise. The
black-and-white flag is a symbol that these missing Americans will not be
forgotten, and is flown as a testament to our Government’s unwavering
commitment to pursue the fullest possible accounting for all our missing
in action service members.
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 19, 2003, as Na-
tional POW/MIA Recognition Day. I call upon the people of the United
States to join me in saluting all American POWs who valiantly served this
great country. I call upon Federal, State, and local government officials and
private organizations to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and
activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7708 of September 25, 2003

National Farm Safety and Health Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Almost half of the land in the United States is used for agricultural produc-
tion, and our Nation depends on our hard-working farm and ranch families
for food, fiber, and the good stewardship of our environment. As we cele-
brate National Farm Safety and Health Week, we give thanks for their dedi-
cation, sacrifice, and contributions to our country, and we renew our com-
mitment to the health and livelihoods of American farm and ranch fami-
lies.

America must continue to promote the safety of our farmers and ranchers.
Farming and ranching can be dangerous work; in 2002, the agriculture in-
dustry had the second-highest rate of deaths due to accidents. Proper edu-
cation and training are critical to protecting the safety of farmers and
ranchers. By working together to encourage careful use of equipment and
facilities, America helps our farm and ranch families remain healthy and
more productive than any other farmers in the world.

This year’s theme for National Farm Safety and Health Week, “Secure Your
Farming through Safety and Health,” also encourages farmers and ranchers
to focus on farm security issues. Farm and ranching communities play a
vital role in protecting America’s food supplies, water resources, and farm
chemicals. Their efforts are important to the safety and security of our citi-
zens.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 21 through Sep-
tember 27, 2003, as National Farm Safety and Health Week. I call upon the
agencies, organizations, and businesses that serve America’s agricultural
workers to strengthen their commitment to promoting farm safety and
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health programs. I also urge all Americans to honor our agricultural herit-
age and to recognize our farmers and ranchers for their remarkable con-
tributions to our Nation’s vitality and prosperity.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth day
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-

pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7709 of September 25, 2003
Gold Star Mother’s Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As members of America’s Armed Forces now protect our country by engag-
ing the enemies of freedom in Iraq, in Afghanistan, and on other fronts in
the war against terrorism, they carry on a noble legacy. Today, Americans
and millions around the world enjoy freedom because of the service and
sacrifice of our military men and women.

The cost of America’s freedom is often personal. Few pay more dearly than
our Gold Star Mothers, who have endured the death of a son or daughter
in service to our country.

More than 75 years ago, one mother’s determination to transform her per-
sonal loss into good works led to the creation of the American Gold Star
Mothers. After receiving notice of her son’s death in aerial combat during
World War I, Grace Darling Seibold devoted her energy to volunteering in
a local hospital. She began reaching out to other mothers whose sons had
died in military service to the Nation. She organized a group of these spe-
cial mothers to help them comfort each other and care for hospitalized vet-
erans. Their organization was named after the gold star service flag that
families hung in their windows in honor of family members who had died
in military service. After years of planning, it became a national organiza-
tion in 1928. Since then, brave women have continued to come together
as Gold Star Mothers to ease the burden of their loss and to serve others.

Today, numerous chapters of Gold Star Mothers across our Nation offer im-
portant programs and services to enhance the lives of veterans and provide
support for their families. Their civic education programs and help for
those in need honor the lives of their sons and daughters and strengthen
America.

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 115 of June 23, 1936 (49 Stat.
1895 as amended), has designated the last Sunday in September as “Gold
Star Mother’s Day,” and has authorized and requested the President to
issue a proclamation in observance of this day.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim Sunday, September 28, 2003, as Gold Star
Mother’s Day. I call upon all Government officials to display the flag of the
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United States over Government buildings on this solemn day. I also encour-
age the American people to display the flag and hold appropriate meetings
in their homes, places of worship, or other suitable places as a public ex-
pression of the sympathy and respect that our Nation holds for our Gold
Star Mothers.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth day
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7710 of September 26, 2003
Minority Enterprise Development Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

America’s more than 3 million minority-owned businesses represent one of
the fastest-growing segments of our Nation’s economy. Through skill, hard
work, and determination, these businesses are strengthening our Nation
and our economy. During Minority Enterprise Development Week, we rec-
ognize these businesses, their owners, and their employees for their com-
mitment to free enterprise and equal opportunity.

Most businesses in America—including those that are minority-owned—are
small businesses. Small businesses are a path to the American Dream and
must be accessible to all of our citizens. Through the Department of Com-
merce’s Minority Business Development Agency and the Small Business
Administration, we are promoting both the growth of minority-owned busi-
nesses and equal access to Federal contracts, capital, and management and
technical assistance.

Small businesses also create most of the new jobs in our economy, and my
Administration is acting to create an environment where small businesses
grow and thrive. On May 28, I signed the Jobs and Growth Tax Relief Rec-
onciliation Act of 2003, allowing entrepreneurs to keep more of their hard-
earned money. My Administration is also pursuing an ambitious trade
agenda. This year, I signed legislation implementing Free Trade Agree-
ments with Chile and Singapore. These new Free Trade Agreements, and
others that my Administration is seeking, not only will provide cheaper
goods for consumers, but also will create new high-wage jobs for American
workers.

I encourage all Americans to recognize the strength and importance of our
country’s minority entrepreneurs and their employees. The talents, skills,
and dedication of these citizens enrich our communities, and we honor
their contributions to our Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 28 through Octo-
ber 4, 2003, as Minority Enterprise Development Week. I encourage all
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Americans to celebrate this week with appropriate programs, ceremonies,
and activities to recognize the many contributions of our Nation’s minority
enterprises.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-six day
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-

pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7711 of October 3, 2003
National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Breast cancer touches the lives of many Americans, either directly or
through the diagnosis of a family member or friend. We have made consid-
erable progress in diagnosing this disease and improving treatments, but we
have not ended it. While overall death rates are declining, breast cancer re-
mains the second leading cause of cancer deaths among women. During
this 19th annual National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, we recognize
the efforts being made to fight breast cancer through prevention, early de-
tection, and aggressive research into new treatments and therapies.

Monthly self exams and mammograms are still the best ways to detect
breast cancer at an early, treatable stage. The National Cancer Institute
(NCI) and the United States Preventive Services Task Force agree that for
women who are 40 or over, a mammogram every 1 to 2 years can greatly
reduce the risk of dying from breast cancer. I encourage all women to con-
sult with their physicians to obtain appropriate screenings to help with
early detection.

This year in the United States, an estimated 212,000 individuals will be di-
agnosed with breast cancer and an estimated 40,000 will die of the disease.
My Administration is committed to building on the research that has al-
ready advanced our knowledge of the causes of and possible cures for
breast cancer. The NCI invested an estimated $564.6 million this year in
breast cancer research and will spend approximately $584 million next
year. Continued research provides the opportunity to better understand the
causes of breast cancer and how we can better prevent, detect, and treat
it. The United States Postal Service is also helping with the fight. Proceeds
from the Postal Service’s Breast Cancer Awareness stamp go to breast can-
cer research. Since the launch of this special stamp, more than $33 million
has been raised to help search for a cure.

I urge all Americans to raise awareness of breast cancer by talking with
family members and friends about the importance of screening and early
detection. By educating ourselves and working together, we will improve
our ability to prevent, detect, treat, and ultimately cure breast cancer.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
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laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim the month of October 2003
as National Breast Cancer Awareness Month. I call upon Government offi-
cials, businesses, communities, healthcare professionals, educators, volun-
teers, and all the people of the United States to continue our Nation’s
strong commitment to controlling and curing breast cancer.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7712 of October 3, 2003
National Disability Employment Awareness Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

For Americans with disabilities, employment is vital to independence, em-
powerment, and quality of life. During National Disability Employment
Awareness Month, we recognize the many contributions citizens with dis-
abilities make to our society, and we reaffirm our commitment to helping
them achieve their full inclusion in our workforce.

Today, Americans with disabilities enjoy improved access to education,
government services, public accommodations, transportation, telecommuni-
cations, and employment opportunities. The landmark Americans with Dis-
abilities Act of 1990 (ADA) removed barriers and enabled many individuals
with disabilities to find more opportunities to use their gifts and talents in
the workplace. This progress has made our Nation stronger, more produc-
tive, and more just. People with disabilities still encounter challenges,
however, to their full participation in American society.

In February 2001, I launched the New Freedom Initiative to address these
challenges, to fulfill the promises of the ADA, and to move toward an
America where all our citizens live and work with dignity and freedom.
This comprehensive plan is helping Americans with disabilities learn and
develop skills, engage in productive work, make choices about their daily
lives, and participate fully in their communities.

A key component of the New Freedom Initiative is our commitment to inte-
grate individuals with disabilities into the workforce. We have made sub-
stantial progress toward this goal. The Department of Justice has estab-
lished an ADA Business Connection, a series of meetings between rep-
resentatives of the business and disability communities to open dialogue
that will promote greater understanding and increased voluntary compli-
ance with the ADA. Also, the Department of Health and Human Services
and the Social Security Administration are implementing the landmark
“Ticket to Work” program that makes it possible for millions of Americans
with disabilities to no longer have to choose between having a job and re-
ceiving health care. And the Department of Labor has established two na-
tional technical assistance centers on workforce and disability that offer
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training, technical assistance, and information to improve access for all in
the workforce development system.

By working together to open doors of opportunity for citizens with disabil-
ities, we can help fulfill the promise of our great Nation.

To recognize the contributions of Americans with disabilities and to en-
courage all citizens to help ensure their full inclusion in the workforce, the
Congress, by joint resolution approved August 11, 1945, as amended (36
U.S.C. 121), has designated October of each year as “National Disability
Employment Awareness Month.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim October 2003 as National Disability Em-
ployment Awareness Month. I call upon government officials, labor lead-
ers, employers, and all the people of the United States to observe this
month with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7713 of October 3, 2003
Fire Prevention Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

More than 1.7 million fires strike American homes, parks, and businesses
each year. This devastation costs lives, causes injuries, ruins property, and
disrupts businesses. While fires are powerful and destructive, many fires
are preventable. During Fire Prevention Week, we join with our Nation’s
first responders to help prevent fires and ensure the safety of our homes
and communities.

As the official sponsor of Fire Prevention Week, the National Fire Protec-
tion Association is joining forces with the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity’s Federal Emergency Management Agency and the United States Fire
Administration to emphasize the importance of being prepared to protect
ourselves, our families, and our communities. This year’s Fire Prevention
Week theme is “When Fire Strikes: Get Out! Stay Out!”

Across our country, most fire-related deaths occur where people feel
safest—in their own homes. National surveys reveal that most Americans
underestimate the risk of fire in their homes and lack an emergency re-
sponse plan. Fires can grow quickly, and individuals may have as few as
2 minutes to evacuate. Working smoke detectors give people more time to
escape fires. At least 94 percent of American homes are equipped with
smoke alarms, yet most home fire deaths happen in homes where smoke
alarms are not working. By installing and maintaining working smoke
alarms on every level of the home, having a fire emergency response plan,
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and evacuating if the alarm sounds, families and individuals can be ready
to respond to a fire.

This week also reminds us of the dangers that brave first responders face
as they risk their lives to fight fires and protect our communities, our peo-
ple, and our natural resources. Our fire services respond to more than 20
million emergency calls a year. Americans are grateful for their courage,
skill, and commitment to public safety, and we honor the sacrifice of those
who have been injured or killed in their efforts to protect us. Through fire
safety and prevention, we can save lives, including those of our firefighters
and other first responders.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 5 through October
11, 2003, as Fire Prevention Week. On Sunday, October 5, 2003, in accord-
ance with Public Law 107-51, flags will be flown at half staff on all Federal
office buildings in honor of the National Fallen Firefighters Memorial Serv-
ice. I urge all Americans to protect their homes by installing smoke detec-
tors where needed and regularly checking their existing smoke detectors.
These small efforts will help make our communities safer for all.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7714 of October 3, 2003
Marriage Protection Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Marriage is a sacred institution, and its protection is essential to the contin-
ued strength of our society. Marriage Protection Week provides an oppor-
tunity to focus our efforts on preserving the sanctity of marriage and on
building strong and healthy marriages in America.

Marriage is a union between a man and a woman, and my Administration
is working to support the institution of marriage by helping couples build
successful marriages and be good parents.

To encourage marriage and promote the well-being of children, I have pro-
posed a healthy marriage initiative to help couples develop the skills and
knowledge to form and sustain healthy marriages. Research has shown that,
on average, children raised in households headed by married parents fare
better than children who grow up in other family structures. Through edu-
cation and counseling programs, faith-based, community, and government
organizations promote healthy marriages and a better quality of life for chil-
dren. By supporting responsible child-rearing and strong families, my Ad-
ministration is seeking to ensure that every child can grow up in a safe and
loving home.
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We are also working to make sure that the Federal Government does not
penalize marriage. My tax relief package eliminated the marriage penalty.
And as part of the welfare reform package I have proposed, we will do
away with the rules that have made it more difficult for married couples
to move out of poverty.

We must support the institution of marriage and help parents build strong-
er families. And we must continue our work to create a compassionate,
welcoming society, where all people are treated with dignity and respect.

During Marriage Protection Week, I call on all Americans to join me in ex-
pressing support for the institution of marriage with all its benefits to our
people, our culture, and our society.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim the week of October 12
through October 18, 2003, as Marriage Protection Week. I call upon the
people of the United States to observe this week with appropriate pro-
grams, activities, and ceremonies.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7715 of October 3, 2003
German-American Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

German-American Day celebrates more than 300 years of German immigra-
tion to our shores, beginning with the arrival of 13 Mennonite families
from Krefeld on October 6, 1683. Seeking a new life of freedom and oppor-
tunity, these immigrants settled in Pennsylvania and founded Germantown
near the city of Philadelphia. On this day, we recognize the contributions
of those German pioneers, and millions of other German-American immi-
grants and their descendants, to the life and culture of our great Nation.

As one of the largest ethnic groups in the United States, German Americans
have greatly influenced our country in the fields of business, government,
law, science, athletics, the arts, and many others. Henry Engelhard
Steinway and his sons founded Steinway & Sons in 1853. The 300,000th
Steinway piano, the “golden grand,” was presented to President Franklin
Roosevelt in 1938, and is still on display at the White House. John Augus-
tus Roebling and his son pioneered the development of suspension bridges
and wire cable. Their construction of the Brooklyn Bridge is a lasting land-
mark to their skill, determination, and innovation. And entrepreneurs such
as John Davison Rockefeller, John Wanamaker, and Milton Snavely Hershey
helped to strengthen the American economy and inspire others to reach for
the American Dream.
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In addition to their many professional achievements, German Americans
have influenced American culture. From Christmas trees to kindergartens,
the United States has adopted many German traditions and institutions. By
celebrating and sharing their customs and traditions, German Americans
help to preserve their rich heritage and enhance the cultural diversity of
our Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 6, 2003, as German-
American Day. I encourage all Americans to recognize the contributions to
the liberty and prosperity of the United States of our citizens of German
descent.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7716 of October 6, 2003
Child Health Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America

Parents, teachers, and mentors play a critical role in helping children learn
to make healthy choices in life. On Child Health Day, we emphasize our
commitment to teaching our children the benefits of good health.

The safety and well-being of our children is a priority shared by all Ameri-
cans. As children grow and develop, they face many risks and dangers.
Through the HealthierUS Initiative and the President’s Challenge, my Ad-
ministration is working to help children learn the benefits of a healthy
body and mind.

Across our country, parents and caregivers can play a vital part in creating
a more healthy America by teaching children good nutrition and important
safety procedures. We can all help young Americans improve their health
by encouraging them to eat healthy foods and to get regular exercise. Good
nutrition can improve students’ ability to concentrate and help them suc-
ceed in the classroom. Families must encourage our young people to avoid
harmful activities. Families can also protect their children by ensuring that
they are immunized against preventable diseases and making sure that
homes, day care centers, and schools have been checked for potential haz-
ards. Parents can help prevent accidents and injuries by securing infants,
toddlers, and small children in child safety seats and booster seats, check-
ing consumer safety warnings, and making sure young people wear protec-
tive gear during recreational activities.

By teaching our children to make safe, healthy decisions, families and all
Americans can help our young people reach their full potential, become re-
sponsible leaders in their communities, and make our Nation better.
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The Congress, by a joint resolution approved May 18, 1928, as amended
(36 U.S.C. 105), has called for the designation of the first Monday in Octo-
ber as “Child Health Day” and has requested the President to issue a proc-
lamation in observance of this day.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim Monday, October 6, 2003, as Child Health
Day. I call upon families, schools, child health professionals, communities,
and governments to help all our children discover the rewards of good
health and wellness.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7717 of October 8, 2003
National Domestic Violence Awareness Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Across our country, domestic violence traumatizes victims, endangers chil-
dren, harms families, and threatens communities. According to the most re-
cent report from the Department of Justice, there were almost 700,000 inci-
dents of domestic violence in 2001. Approximately one-third of women
who are murdered each year are killed by their current or former husband
or partner. Children who are subjected to domestic violence too often grow
up to inflict violence on others, creating a cycle of violence that must be
stopped. During National Domestic Violence Awareness Month, we renew
our Nation’s commitment to prevent and punish the perpetrators of this
despicable crime and bring hope and healing to those affected by it.

In some communities across our country, law enforcement, medical, and
legal services for domestic violence victims are fragmented, requiring vic-
tims to travel to several different places to receive the help and treatment
they need. Comprehensive service centers for domestic violence victims
and their dependents enable health and justice professionals to better serve
those in need. My Administration supports efforts to provide a wide variety
of victim services in one location, including medical care, counseling and
social services, law enforcement and legal resources, faith-based services,
employment assistance, and housing assistance.

Local nonprofit and faith-based programs and their volunteers also offer
critical assistance and support to victims in need—help that may not other-
wise be available. In August of this year, the dedicated advocates at the
Federally supported National Domestic Violence Hotline answered their
one millionth call for help. Volunteers who want to help victims in the
local community can find more information at the USA Freedom Corps
Volunteer Network (located at www.usafreedomcorps.gov).

My Administration is fighting domestic violence and strengthening services
for victims and their dependents by supporting local and private efforts
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and securing historic levels of funding for the Violence Against Women
programs at the Department of Justice. In fiscal year 2002, we spent $390
million to prevent domestic violence and help victims, which represented
an approximately $100 million increase in funding. Since then, we have
continued to provide a similar level of funding, and cities and towns across
America are using this money to strengthen their responses to the victims
of domestic violence, sexual assault, and stalking. The Federal commitment
to domestic violence has made it possible for women to seek relief from
abuse and reclaim their dignity and their lives. Moreover, Federal prosecu-
tions in cases involving violence against women increased by 35 percent
in 2002.

Today is the first day of issue for the U.S. Postal Service Stop Family Vio-
lence postage stamp, which will raise money to support the national fight
against domestic violence. On behalf of families and communities across
America, I call on all citizens to help raise public awareness about how to
prevent, recognize, and stop domestic violence. I applaud the commitment
of all those who are helping to improve the lives of domestic violence sur-
vivors and their families. Working together, we can continue to find better
solutions to this national problem.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 2003 as National Do-
mestic Violence Awareness Month. I urge all Americans to help victims of
domestic violence and to work together to address this tragic problem.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of
October, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7718 of October 9, 2003
Leif Erikson Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Traveling across the Atlantic as the first Nordic to lead an expedition to
North America, Leif Erikson showed great courage in the face of danger.
His actions marked the beginning of a longstanding exchange of people,
ideas, and innovations between North America and the Nordic nations of
Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden. As the United States
celebrates Leif Erikson Day, we honor his historic voyage and give thanks
for the many contributions of Nordic Americans to our Nation, and of our
Nordic allies.

Since Leif Erikson’s voyage, millions of immigrants from the Nordic coun-
tries have come to America. As teachers, lawyers, judges, doctors, authors,
athletes, artists, scientists, and business people, and in many other occupa-
tions, Nordic Americans have contributed to America’s cultural, political,
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and economic strength. America has also benefited from the diplomatic re-
lationships we have long enjoyed with the Nordic nations.

To honor Leif Erikson, Nordic-American heritage, and America’s continued
relationship with Nordic countries, the Congress, by joint resolution (Public
Law 88-566) approved on September 2, 1964, has authorized and requested
the President to proclaim October 9 of each year as “Leif Erikson Day.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim October 9, 2003, as Leif Erikson Day. I call
upon all Americans to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies, ac-
tivities, and programs to honor our rich Nordic-American heritage.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of
October, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7719 of October 10, 2003
National School Lunch Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Over the last 57 years, the National School Lunch Program has provided
more than 187 billion meals to young people across our country. During
National School Lunch Week, we recognize the importance that good nutri-
tion plays in the health of our children and in the development of good
eating habits and healthy lifestyles.

By helping our children make healthy choices not only about food but also
about their overall well-being, we can reduce the rates of childhood obesity
and diabetes and help prevent heart disease, stroke, and other diseases later
in life. Nutritious meals can also improve students’ concentration and help
them succeed in school.

As part of the National School Lunch Program, the Department of Agri-
culture’s Team Nutrition advises school food service professionals on how
to prepare healthy meals for children. Team Nutrition also provides nutri-
tion programs for children, families, and communities to illustrate the link
between diet and health. Today, more than 99,000 schools and childcare
centers are educating young people about good eating habits. They are also
helping to feed our Nation’s needy children through the National School
Lunch Program. For many students, low-cost or free school meals are some-
times the only nutritious food they eat. Over the years, the dedication of
school officials, food service professionals, parents, and community leaders
has helped to expand the National School Lunch Program to include break-
fast, after-school snacks, milk breaks, and summer food programs.

In recognition of the contributions of the National School Lunch Program
to the health, education, and well-being of America’s children, the Con-
gress, by joint resolution of October 9, 1962 (Public Law 87-780), as
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amended, has designated the week beginning on the second Sunday in Oc-
tober of each year as “National School Lunch Week” and has requested the
President to issue a proclamation in observance of this week.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim October 12 through October 18, 2003, as
National School Lunch Week. I call upon all Americans to join the dedi-
cated individuals who administer the National School Lunch Program at
the State and local levels in appropriate activities to promote programs that
support the health and well-being of our Nation’s children.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7720 of October 10, 2003
Columbus Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

When Christopher Columbus set out from Spain in August 1492, he
launched an era of discovery and exploration that continues today. On Co-
lumbus Day, we honor this Italian explorer’s courage and vision, and recog-
nize his four journeys to the “New World.”

One of the first known celebrations of Christopher Columbus’ achievements
was in 1792 when a ceremony in New York City celebrated the 300th anni-
versary of his landing in the Bahamas. Italian Americans began regularly
honoring Columbus in the 1860s. In 1892, President Benjamin Harrison
issued a Presidential proclamation on the 400th anniversary of Columbus’
first voyage, describing Columbus as “the pioneer of progress and enlight-
enment.” The United States now celebrates a national holiday in honor of
Columbus.

Columbus’ willingness to sacrifice the comfort of his home to pursue the
unknown has inspired generations of daring explorers. Through the years,
Americans have followed in the spirit of Columbus through exploration of
land, sea, and space, and are fulfilling Columbus’ great legacy. Since the
days of Columbus, millions of Italian immigrants have crossed the ocean
and come to the United States. These Italian Americans and their descend-
ants have made America stronger and better.

In commemoration of Columbus’ journey, the Congress, by joint resolution
of April 30, 1934, and modified in 1968 (36 U.S.C. 107), as amended, has
requested that the President proclaim the second Monday of October of
each year as “Columbus Day.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim October 13, 2003, as Columbus Day. I call
upon the people of the United States to observe this day with appropriate
ceremonies and activities. I also direct that the flag of the United States be
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displayed on all public buildings on the appointed day in honor of Chris-
topher Columbus.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7721 of October 10, 2003
General Pulaski Memorial Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Brigadier General Casimir Pulaski sacrificed his life on October 11, 1779,
for America’s independence and the universal cause of freedom. His brav-
ery in supporting the American Revolutionary War is an inspiration to in-
dividuals around the world who pursue peace and freedom for all.

Growing up near Warsaw, Casimir Pulaski knew firsthand the horror of tyr-
anny and oppression. In 1768, he joined his father and fellow compatriots
in rising against injustice and fighting for Polish independence. As a com-
mander in the rebellion, the young Pole demonstrated a devotion to free-
dom and great courage. When the rebellion was quelled, Pulaski was exiled
to France, where he continued to pursue freedom with the same spirit and
determination that he had shown in Poland.

While in Paris, he met with the American envoy to France, Benjamin
Franklin, who discussed with him America’s struggle for independence.
Pulaski then volunteered his services to General George Washington. In his
first letter to General Washington after arriving in America in the summer
of 1777, General Pulaski pledged that he “came here, where freedom is
being defended, to serve it, and to live and die for it.” Impressed with Gen-
eral Pulaski’s abilities and battle experience, General Washington commis-
sioned him as a Brigadier General of the American cavalry. In May 1779,
General Pulaski’s new cavalry division successfully defended the city of
Charleston, South Carolina. Several months later, in the siege of Savannah,
General Pulaski was mortally wounded while trying to raise morale and
rally his troops who were under heavy enemy fire.

General Pulaski’s bravery and sacrifice helped lead America to victory, and
today, the Polish motto—“for your freedom and ours”—echoes the great
spirit of this Polish and American hero. This day, we commemorate Gen-
eral Pulaski’s service to our Nation and draw strength from his example.
We also honor the sacrifices of the many men and women of Poland and
other allied nations who persevere with us in the fight for freedom.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 11, 2003, as General
Pulaski Memorial Day. I encourage all Americans to commemorate this oc-
casion with appropriate programs and activities paying tribute to Casimir
Pulaski and honoring all those who defend the freedom of our Nation.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7722 of October 15, 2003
White Cane Safety Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Every day, millions of Americans who are blind or visually impaired use
the white cane as they travel, attend school, or work. The white cane re-
mains one of the most important and reliable tools for people who are
blind or visually impaired. It increases the mobility of these citizens, facili-
tating their inclusion in all aspects of American life. Since 1964 on White
Cane Safety Day, America has reaffirmed our commitment to achieving
equal opportunity and full independence for those who are blind or vis-
ually impaired.

Today, more people with disabilities are attending school and working than
ever before. However, much work remains to fully open the doors of oppor-
tunity for citizens who are blind or visually impaired. To meet these chal-
lenges, I have created the New Freedom Initiative, a comprehensive plan
to assist Americans with disabilities by increasing access to educational
and employment opportunities. This initiative is lowering barriers more so
that Americans can participate fully in their communities, and live and
work in dignity and freedom.

My Administration also continues to promote implementation of section
508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. This important statute requires the
Federal Government to make more of its electronic and information tech-
nology resources, including Government websites, accessible to people
with disabilities.

As we recognize the contributions of people who are blind or visually im-
paired, we resolve to continue building a better America where all individ-
uals are celebrated for their abilities and encouraged to achieve their
dreams.

The Congress, by joint resolution (Public Law 88-628) approved on Octo-
ber 6, 1964, as amended, has designated October 15 of each year as “White
Cane Safety Day.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim October 15, 2003, as White Cane Safety
Day. I call upon public officials, educators, librarians, and all the people
of the United States to join with me in ensuring that all the benefits and
privileges of life in our great Nation are available to blind and visually im-
paired individuals, and to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies,
activities, and programs.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7723 of October 17, 2003

National Forest Products Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Our forests are a source of pride for our Nation. They benefit many Ameri-
cans who depend on healthy forests for their livelihoods and quality of life.
As we celebrate National Forest Products Week, we recognize the impor-
tance of our forest resources. We remain committed to sound, common-
sense, forest management.

Beyond their scenic beauty, our forests are vital to our economy and our
way of life. Numerous jobs in the manufacturing and construction indus-
tries, as well as in the forest products industries, rely on the health and
sustainability of our forests. Forests provide lumber for building our
homes, they provide paper for publishing our books and newspapers, and
forests are the source of many other wood and paper products that Ameri-
cans use every day.

We have a responsibility to maintain the health and productivity of our for-
ests. In the past, forests have been spoiled by overgrowth, decimated by in-
sects and disease, and devastated by wildfires. My Administration’s
Healthy Forests Initiative will help prevent this kind of destruction. Aided
by this Initiative, we treated nearly 2.6 million acres of forests during the
last fiscal year to reduce dangerous overgrowth and restore forest health.
This is more than double the number of acres that were treated 3 years ago.
My Administration is also committed to fulfilling the promise of the 1994
Northwest Forest Plan to protect our most sensitive forest areas, while sup-
porting a viable forest products industry and jobs in rural America. By en-
couraging active forest management and sustainable timber harvesting, we
strengthen our economy and ensure the lasting beauty of our woodlands.

Recognizing the importance of our forests in ensuring the long-term welfare
of our Nation, the Congress, by Public Law 86-753 (36 U.S.C. 123), as
amended, has designated the week beginning on the third Sunday in Octo-
ber of each year as “National Forest Products Week”” and has authorized
and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this
week.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim October 19 through October 25, 2003, as
National Forest Products Week. I call upon all Americans to observe this
week with appropriate ceremonies and activities.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth day
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7724 of October 18, 2003
National Character Counts Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Many of our society’s most cherished values, such as equal treatment for
fellow citizens and respect for the law, depend in practice on individual
character. During National Character Counts Week, we recognize the impor-
tance that good character has played in our history, celebrate the great
character exhibited by our citizens, and reaffirm our commitment to pro-
moting the values that will ensure a better future for all.

Throughout history, we see numerous examples of character in action.
Great social reformers like Harriet Tubman, Frederick Douglass, and Susan
B. Anthony demonstrated courage and resolve when they stood firm in the
face of injustice and acted to right societal wrongs. Similarly, leaders like
Abraham Lincoln and Franklin Roosevelt, were able to guide our Nation
through critical periods because of their strong personal convictions and
sense of moral clarity. Today, these and other heroes of history inspire us
to pursue virtue and character in our own lives.

Since the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, we have seen the great
character of our Nation in the hearts and souls of our citizens and soldiers,
and in countless acts of kindness, generosity, and sacrifice. To sustain this
spirit and continue to improve our society, we must promote a culture of
service, citizenship, and responsibility in our Nation. Through the USA
Freedom Corps, my Administration is offering opportunities for citizens to
give back to their communities, helping millions of Americans meet vital
needs as active and engaged citizens in our democratic society.

The development of character and citizenship has always been a primary
goal of America’s schools. Today, it is more important than ever that we
educate our young people to be knowledgeable, compassionate, and in-
volved citizens of a free society. Since 2002, 47 State education agencies
and local school districts have received grants to implement character edu-
cation programs. These grants help schools work with students, parents,
and community organizations to effectively teach universal values such as
respect, honesty, and tolerance.

This week, I urge all Americans to join me in promoting good character in
America. By teaching these values to our children and living by these val-
ues in our own lives, we can build a future of hope, compassion, and op-
portunity for all.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
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laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 19 through October
25, 2003, as National Character Counts Week. I call upon public officials,
educators, librarians, parents, students, and all the people of the United
States to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and
programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7725 of October 24, 2003
Protection From Pornography Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Pornography can have debilitating effects on communities, marriages, fami-
lies, and children. During Protection From Pornography Week, we commit
to take steps to confront the dangers of pornography.

The effects of pornography are particularly pernicious with respect to chil-
dren. The recent enactment of the PROTECT Act of 2003 strengthens child
pornography laws, establishes the Federal Government’s role in the
AMBER Alert System, increases punishment for Federal crimes against
children, and authorizes judges to require extended supervision of sex of-
fenders who are released from prison.

We have committed significant resources to the Department of Justice to in-
tensify investigative and prosecutorial efforts to combat obscenity, child
pornography, and child sexual exploitation on the Internet. We are vigor-
ously prosecuting and severely punishing those who would harm our chil-
dren. Last July, the Department of Homeland Security launched Operation
Predator, an initiative to help identify child predators, rescue children de-
picted in child pornography, and prosecute those responsible for making
and distributing child pornography.

Last year, I signed legislation creating the Dot Kids domain, a child-friendly
zone on the Internet. The sites on this domain are monitored for content
and safety, offering parents assurances that their children are learning in
a healthy environment. Working together with law enforcement officials,
parents, and other caregivers, we are making progress in protecting our
children from pornography.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 26 through Novem-
ber 1, 2003, as Protection From Pornography Week. I call upon public offi-
cials, law enforcement officers, parents, and all the people of the United
States to observe this week with appropriate programs and activities.
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IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth
day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7726 of October 24, 2003

United Nations Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The United Nations is a vital international arena for countries to cooperate
in pursuit of political, economic, and social freedoms. Founded by 51
Member countries after World War II, the organization has grown through
the years to include 191 Member States. On United Nations Day, we cele-
brate the organization’s founding principles of freedom, democracy, and
human rights, and we recognize the contributions of the United Nations to
improving lives around the world.

As an original signatory of the United Nations Charter, the United States
continues to advance the United Nations’ founding principles. We are
working with the United Nations to reduce conflicts around the world,
fight terrorism, abolish trafficking in persons, and support those in need,
including the people of Afghanistan and Iraq as they continue to build free
and stable countries. As we commemorate the 58th anniversary of the
United Nations, we honor the victims of the recent bombing of the United
Nations headquarters in Baghdad who worked to advance peace and free-
dom.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 24, 2003, as United
Nations Day. I urge the Governors of the 50 States, the Governor of the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the officials of other areas under the
flag of the United States to honor the observance of United Nations Day
with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth
day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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Proclamation 7727 of October 30, 2003
National Hospice Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Hospice care plays an important role in American medicine by easing a pa-
tient’s suffering while reaffirming individual dignity in a familiar, com-
fortable environment. Across our Nation, hospice care providers are assist-
ing in hospitals, nursing homes, and private residences, offering physical,
emotional, and spiritual support to patients who often have a short life ex-
pectancy.

Hospice teams consist of physicians, nurses, social workers, counselors,
and volunteers who are experts in end-of-life issues. They offer pain man-
agement, therapy, nutrition, and other supportive care in the home or other
comfortable surroundings, making it easier for patients, family members,
and friends to spend time together in their loved one’s final days. Hospice
experts also offer grief counseling to friends and family members after their
loss.

Every stage of human life deserves to be treated with respect and care. I
commend all those who work and volunteer as hospice care providers.
Their contributions make our Nation a better place.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 2003 as National
Hospice Month. I encourage Americans to increase their awareness of hos-
pice service and to observe this month with appropriate activities and pro-
grams.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
October, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7728 of October 31, 2003
National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Recent studies estimate that 4.5 million Americans are affected by Alz-
heimer’s disease, and that more than 13 million will be affected by the
middle of this century. As we seek to increase our understanding of the
causes, symptoms, and effects of this disease, we recognize the victims and
the family members, caregivers, and healthcare professionals who care for
those afflicted with it.

Researchers have not yet discovered the cause of Alzheimer’s disease, but
its effects are well documented. Alzheimer’s disrupts the processes that
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keep nerve cells in the brain healthy, resulting in a decline in cognitive
abilities. Those affected by Alzheimer’s disease grow increasingly depend-
ent on others.

Alzheimer’s disease has no known cure or certain treatment, but research
will continue to lead us to breakthroughs that will help control the symp-
toms of Alzheimer’s disease or eventually cure or even reverse its effects.
We are supporting Alzheimer’s research and helping those afflicted with
the disease get care. Through the National Institute on Aging (NIA), we are
funding Alzheimer’s Disease Centers across the country that care for pa-
tients, improve diagnostic techniques, and participate in long-term re-
search. The NIA also operates the Alzheimer’s Disease Education and Re-
ferral Center, which provides vital information to people with Alzheimer’s
disease and their caregivers. In addition, scientists at the National Institutes
of Health and the Department of Veterans Affairs are conducting clinical
trials of drugs and enhancing overall care.

During National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month, we especially
thank all who care for those affected by this tragic disease. By caring for
patients and continuing vital research, we strive to improve the quality of
life for today’s victims and enhance the health of future generations.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 2003 as National
Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month. I call upon the people of the
United States to observe this month with appropriate programs and activi-
ties.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-

eighth.
GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7729 of October 31, 2003
National Diabetes Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Almost 17 million Americans have diabetes, a disease that prevents the
body from using its own insulin to break down sugars. It is the sixth lead-
ing cause of death in the United States. During National Diabetes Month,
we recognize advancements in preventing, treating, and detecting this dis-
ease, and we renew our commitment to helping Americans with diabetes
live longer, healthier lives.

Diabetes can lead to severe complications, including heart disease, blind-
ness, kidney failure, and lower-extremity amputations. Up to 1 million
Americans have type 1 diabetes, an autoimmune disorder that destroys in-
sulin-producing cells in the pancreas, while an estimated 16 million Amer-
icans have type 2 diabetes, in which the body does not sufficiently produce
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or process enough insulin. Type 2 diabetes is often related to obesity, and
it is rising rapidly among men and women of all ages. Type 2 diabetes is
also on the rise among children, for whom it was once extremely rare.
Modest weight loss, increased exercise, and a healthy diet can decrease the
risk of type 2 diabetes and help manage its complications.

Through the HealthierUS Initiative, my Administration is helping Ameri-
cans develop the healthier habits that can improve their quality of life. And
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the National Institutes
of Health are working together through the National Diabetes Education
Program to educate Americans at risk for diabetes and to instruct those liv-
ing with the disease about controlling blood glucose, blood pressure, and
cholesterol. By raising awareness in our communities and providing assist-
ance to those battling the disease, we are fighting diabetes.

My Administration also has demonstrated a strong commitment to medical
research by completing a 5-year commitment to double the NIH budget to
more than $27 billion. During fiscal year 2003, the NIH invested an esti-
mated $860.5 million into diabetes research. We will continue to support
NIH scientists and others working to treat and cure this disease.

During National Diabetes Month, we commend those advancing the fight
against diabetes as they bring hope and health to millions of Americans.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 2003 as National
Diabetes Month. I call upon all Americans to increase their awareness of
the risk factors and symptoms related to diabetes and to observe this month
with appropriate programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7730 of October 31, 2003

National Family Caregivers Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Millions of Americans make extraordinary efforts every day to care for
loved ones who are elderly, chronically ill, or disabled. These caregivers
make many sacrifices to improve the lives of their loved ones. Through
their love, dedication, and courage, these compassionate children, parents,
spouses, grandparents, and extended family members strengthen and pre-
serve the importance of family and reflect the true character of our Nation.
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My Administration is supporting family caregivers in their efforts to pro-
vide comfort and support to their loved ones. The National Family Care-
giver Support Program, managed by the Administration on Aging of the De-
partment of Health and Human Services, gives family caregivers coun-
seling, information, respite care, and supplemental services.

As we mark National Family Caregivers Month, we express our gratitude
to family caregivers, and celebrate the great blessings they bring to their
families and to our Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 2003 as National
Family Caregivers Month. I encourage all Americans to honor and support
family members, friends, and neighbors who assume important caregiving
responsibilities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7731 of November 7, 2003
National Adoption Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Every year, tens of thousands of American families answer the call to adopt
a child. During National Adoption Month, we recognize America’s adoptive
and foster families. We also commit to helping all of our children, includ-
ing those waiting in foster care, find safe, permanent, and loving homes.

On November 22, communities across the country will come together to
celebrate National Adoption Day by finalizing the adoptions of over 3,000
children from foster care. On this day and all this month, we honor fami-
lies that have opened their hearts and homes to a child.

The number of children who are adopted has increased in recent years.
Still, thousands of children in our country—many with special needs—con-
tinue to wait in foster care for an adoptive family.

We are taking important steps to make adoption more commonplace and
to protect the well-being of our children. We have eased the financial bur-
den of adoption by nearly doubling the maximum adoption tax credit. We
expanded the Promoting Safe and Stable Families Program, which encour-
ages adoption at the local level and supports adoptive families with serv-
ices that ease a child’s transition into a new family and help to strengthen
the family. The Department of Health and Human Services provides incen-
tives to States that increase the number of children adopted from State-su-
pervised foster care.
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Last year, my Administration launched the first Federal adoption website,
www.AdoptUSKids.org, which features pictures and profiles of children
available for adoption. This site helps loving families connect with waiting
children across the country. Already, more than 1,700 children featured on
the site have been placed with adoptive families. This progress is testimony
to the selfless spirit of American families.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 2003 as National
Adoption Month. I call on all Americans to observe this month with appro-
priate programs and activities to honor adoptive families and to participate
in efforts to find permanent homes for waiting children.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day of
November, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7732 of November 7, 2003
World Freedom Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Fourteen years ago, freedom-loving people tore down the Berlin Wall and
began to set a nation free from Communist oppression. On World Freedom
Day, the United States joins with other countries in commemorating that
historic day. The United States is committed to liberty, freedom, and the
universal struggle for human rights. We strive to advance peace and democ-
racy and to safeguard these ideals around the world.

After dividing families, friends, and communities for 28 years, the disman-
tling of the Berlin Wall reunited Germany and helped spread freedom
across Central and Eastern Europe. With free elections and the spread of
democratic values, these countries won their liberty, and their people be-
came free. These democracies today contribute to a strong Europe, and the
United States values their friendship and their partnership.

On World Freedom Day, Americans express gratitude for our freedom and
dedicate ourselves to upholding the ideals of democracy. Today, we are
working with other nations to bring freedom to people around the world.
American and coalition forces are sacrificing to bring peace, security, and
liberty to Iraq, Afghanistan, and elsewhere. This is a mission for all who
believe in democracy, tolerance, and freedom.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 9, 2003, as World
Freedom Day. I call upon the people of the United States to observe this
day with appropriate ceremonies and activities and to affirm their dedica-
tion to freedom and democracy for all.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day of
November, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-

pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7733 of November 10, 2003
Veterans Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The willingness of America’s veterans to sacrifice for our country has
earned them our lasting gratitude. On this, our Nation’s 50th annual Vet-
erans Day observance, we celebrate and honor the patriots who have fought
to protect the democratic ideals that are the foundation of our country.

When the armistice ending World War I was signed on November 11, 1918,
more than 4.7 million Americans put down their arms and turned to the
work of strengthening our Nation. The end of that first global conflict was
initially commemorated as Armistice Day. In 1954, the Congress renamed
the day as Veterans Day to recognize all those who have served in our
Armed Forces.

Throughout our history, loyal citizens from every corner of America have
willingly assumed the duty of military life. And time after time, in conflicts
across the globe, they have proven that democracy is mightier than tyranny.
From World War I and World War II, to the conflicts in Korea, Vietnam,
and the Persian Gulf, to the recent battles in the war on terror, our military
has built a great tradition of courageous and faithful service. Our veterans
have helped bring freedom to countries around the world. Free nations and
peoples liberated by American troops are grateful for the long, distin-
guished line of American veterans who have come to their aid.

Today, our veterans inspire new generations of Americans as we work to
defeat terrorism and advance peace. In respect for and recognition of the
contributions our service men and women have made to the cause of peace
and freedom around the world, the Congress has provided (5 U.S.C.
6103(a)) that November 11 of each year shall be set aside as a legal public
holiday to honor veterans.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim November 11, 2003, as Veterans Day and
urge all Americans to observe November 9 through November 15, 2003, as
National Veterans Awareness Week. I encourage all Americans to recognize
the valor and sacrifice of our veterans through appropriate ceremonies and
prayers. I call upon Federal, State, and local officials to display the flag of
the United States and to participate in patriotic activities in their commu-
nities. I invite civic and fraternal organizations, places of worship, schools,
businesses, unions, and the media to support this national observance with
suitable commemorative expressions and programs.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of No-
vember, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7734 of November 14, 2003

America Recycles Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

To preserve America’s majestic beauty, we must conserve our natural re-
sources and practice responsible stewardship. On America Recycles Day,
we reaffirm our commitment to conservation and recognize the increase in
recycling in the last two decades.

Twenty-five years ago, only one community in the United States had a
curbside recycling program. Today, more than 9,000 communities have
curbside collection, and many others provide drop-off centers or coopera-
tive collection facilities. Businesses and communities are boosting recy-
cling collection efforts, and companies are using new technologies and
methods to manufacture products more efficiently. Manufacturers, retailers,
and governmental and non-governmental organizations are engaging in vol-
untary product stewardship partnerships to reduce waste. Industries are
also discovering ways to reduce waste and cost, cut pollution and green-
house gas emissions, and conserve energy and water.

Many of the products used every day, including aluminum cans, appli-
ances, office paper, cardboard boxes, furniture, and clothing contain recy-
cled materials. We also recycle motor oil, tires, plastic, glass, batteries, and
building materials, and we are developing new ways to recycle electronic
products—the fastest growing portion of America’s municipal waste.

On America Recycles Day, I encourage individuals, businesses, commu-
nities, tribes, and government to continue to work together as good stew-
ards of America’s resources. By using our resources wisely, we help build
a stronger economy and a healthier future.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 15, 2003, as
America Recycles Day. I call upon the people of the United States to ob-
serve this day with appropriate programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day
of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-

pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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Proclamation 7735 of November 14, 2003

National American Indian Heritage Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

During National American Indian Heritage Month, we honor the accom-
plishments and culture of American Indians and Alaska Natives and recog-
nize their contributions to our country. To help educate Americans and il-
lustrate the important role of these native people to our Nation, the new
National Museum of the American Indian will open next year.

American Indians and Alaska Natives have a long tradition of serving with
pride and accomplishment in the United States Armed Forces. Today, their
patriotism is reflected in the more than 13,000 American Indians and Alas-
ka Natives serving on active duty and the more than 6,400 reservists. In
Iraq, Specialist Lori Piestewa of the Army’s 507th Maintenance Company
and a member of the Hopi tribe, was the first American servicewoman
killed in Operation Iraqi Freedom and the only known American Indian
woman killed in action in any conflict. Her bravery, service, and sacrifice
are an inspiration to our men and women in uniform and to all Americans.

To ensure the future success of America’s tribal communities, my Adminis-
tration is committed to improving education, increasing employment and
economic development, and ensuring better access to health and human
services for all American Indians and Alaska natives. Government-wide, we
proposed in the 2004 Budget to spend over $11 billion on Native American
programs. The Department of Education’s Office of Indian Education is
working to implement the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 within the Na-
tive American community. Indian tribes, schools, and local education agen-
cies that serve American Indian and Native Alaska children will have ac-
cess to nearly $122 million in grants to improve education opportunities.
In addition, the Department of the Interior’s 2004 program includes over
$49 million for America’s tribal colleges and universities. This investment
will help American Indian students reach their full potential and achieve
their dreams. We are also working to address the healthcare needs of Amer-
ican Indians, particularly the rising incidence of diabetes.

The United States has a strong relationship with American Indian tribes
and Alaska Native entities. By continuing to work on a government-to-gov-
ernment basis with these tribal governments, we are fostering greater un-
derstanding and promoting tribal self-determination and self-governance.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 2003 as National
American Indian Heritage Month. This month, I encourage citizens to learn
more about the rich heritage of American Indians and Alaska Natives and
the role they have played in building and sustaining our Nation and to
commemorate this month with appropriate programs and activities.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day
of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7736 of November 14, 2003

National Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve Week,
2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

From before the American Revolution, to the Civil War, to the wars in Viet-
nam and the Persian Gulf, our National Guard and Reserve have served our
country with distinction. Today, our National Guard and Reserve forces are
active on every front in the War on Terror. During National Employer Sup-
port of the Guard and Reserve Week, we honor our courageous citizen-sol-
diers and their employers, whose continued support is vital to the success
of our Armed Forces and to the strength of our country.

America’s Guard and Reserve personnel are training hard and deploying
frequently to meet new challenges worldwide. These brave defenders have
performed combat operations in Iraq and Afghanistan. They have provided
security at Guantanamo Bay. They have prepared for homeland security
missions. Our Nation is blessed and grateful for the service of the brave
men and women of the National Guard and Reserve.

By supporting our Guardsmen and Reservists, employers across our Nation
also are helping to advance freedom and democracy around the world. At
the same time, these employers benefit from the experience and leadership
skills these citizen-soldiers bring home. Employer support of our Guard
and Reserve in the United States and abroad helps ensure our troops are
mission-ready and is a source of pride and assurance for all Americans.
This country is grateful to employers and workers for their support of
Guard and Reserve members and their families. Because military deploy-
ment often disrupts families and businesses, my Administration is working
to make deployments more predictable. Together, our National Guard and
Reserve forces and their employers are united in purpose and reflect the
highest standards of professionalism and honor.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 16 through No-
vember 22, 2003, as National Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve
Week. I encourage all Americans to join me in expressing our heartfelt
thanks to the members of our National Guard and Reserve and their civil-
ian employers for their extraordinary sacrifices on behalf of our Nation. I
also call on State and local officials, private organizations, businesses, and
all military commanders to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies
and activities.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day
of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7737 of November 19, 2003

National Farm-City Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

During National Farm-City Week, Americans honor the hard work of the
men and women who earn a living from the land, and we recognize the
importance of their partnerships with urban communities.

Our farmers and ranchers face many challenges, including weather, crop
disease, and uncertain pricing. Yet with hard work and a love of the land,
they have helped America build the most productive agricultural economy
in the world. This industry generates 16 percent of America’s Gross Domes-
tic Product and employs 17 percent of our workforce.

Our farmers and ranchers build and sustain this industry with the help of
others. While farmers and ranchers manage almost half of our Nation’s
land, they need processors, shippers, retailers, food service providers, and
many others to move their products from the farm to the homes of Ameri-
cans and people around the world. As these cooperative networks provide
us with food, clothing, and energy, they help to create a prosperous future
for America and the world.

As we celebrate National Farm-City Week, I urge citizens to learn more
about the American farm-city partnership and how it strengthens our coun-

try.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 21 through No-
vember 27, 2003, as National Farm-City Week. I encourage all Americans
to join in recognizing the hard work, entrepreneurship, and ingenuity of
those who produce and promote America’s agricultural goods.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day
of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-

pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

140



Proclamations Proc. 7738

Proclamation 7738 of November 21, 2003
Thanksgiving Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Each year on Thanksgiving, we gather with family and friends to thank God
for the many blessings He has given us, and we ask God to continue to
guide and watch over our country.

Almost 400 years ago, after surviving their first winter at Plymouth, the Pil-
grims celebrated a harvest feast to give thanks. George Washington pro-
claimed the first National Day of Thanksgiving in 1789, and Abraham Lin-
coln revived the tradition during the Civil War. Since that time, our citi-
zens have paused to express thanks for the bounty of blessings we enjoy
and to spend time with family and friends. In want or in plenty, in times
of challenge or times of calm, we always have reasons to be thankful.

America is a land of abundance, prosperity, and hope. We must never take
for granted the things that make our country great: a firm foundation of
freedom, justice, and equality; a belief in democracy and the rule of law;
and our fundamental rights to gather, speak, and worship freely.

These liberties do not come without cost. Throughout history, many have
sacrificed to preserve our freedoms and to defend peace around the world.
Today, the brave men and women of our military continue this noble tradi-
tion. These heroes and their loved ones have the gratitude of our Nation.

On this day, we also remember those less fortunate among us. They are our
neighbors and our fellow citizens, and we are committed to reaching out
to them and to all of those in need in our communities.

This Thanksgiving, we again give thanks for all of our blessings and for the
freedoms we enjoy every day. Our Founders thanked the Almighty and
humbly sought His wisdom and blessing. May we always live by that same
trust, and may God continue to watch over and bless the United States of
America.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 27,
2003, as a National Day of Thanksgiving. I encourage Americans to gather
in their homes, places of worship, and community centers to share the spir-
it of understanding and prayer and to reinforce ties of family and commu-
nity.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day
of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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Proc. 7739 Title 3—The President

Proclamation 7739 of November 21, 2003
National Family Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As Americans gather during Thanksgiving week, we honor our families,
and we recognize the family as a source of help, hope, and stability for our
citizens and for our country.

Strong families make our Nation better. They teach our children values and
help them become responsible citizens. We must encourage families to be
loving and compassionate, generous and supportive, and to serve and help
others.

On this Thanksgiving week, we also pay respect to our brave military fami-
lies whose loved ones are on active duty, many on the front lines of free-
dom in Iraq and Afghanistan. These families provide a bond of love and
encouragement to our men and women in uniform as they defend liberty
and protect our Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 23 through No-
vember 29, 2003, as National Family Week. I invite the States, commu-
nities, and all the people of the United States to join together in observing
this week with appropriate ceremonies and activi